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KING AND THE BOOK. 


VII 

roMPllJA 

1 AM lU'-t and fm mo’silis oirl. 

Ami, if 1 lived OIK* tlay rnon. tl'r»*c lull v\{*»-ks 
'T is writ in the diuu li >> r. 

liOren/o in Iakud, „I1 mx n.’inci 

so mail) names fox f>ne j o-n i hilrl, 
-^Frari^sKi Ciinilla \ sttona 'Nneel.. 

Pompilu ('oinparuu, — kmL,h‘«I>!o ' 

• 

Also >ib writ tk%l I M'a-> tn^riKd i’n re i 
Four y^*ars a^o * and the) will add, I luipt , 
When they insert niy death, a word (»i two.-- 


VOI« III. 



I HE RINf; AND THE BOOK. 

Omitting'all about of death, •— 

This, in ils place, this winch one cares to^know, 

That I had been 'a mother of a son 

Exactly two wcek^^. Ft will be through grace 

O’ the Curate, not through any claim I have ; 15 

llecaiise the boy was J^orn at, so bapti/^d 

C’lose Ic^, the Villa, in the proper tluiicfi 

A juetty (luircli, I say i o word against, 

Vet stiangcrdiVe, — uhih this Loren/o seems 

My ov\n ])arti(iilar plate, I alua)s say. 20 

J used to wonder, when I stood scarce high 

As the bed here, whit the maible lion meant, 

Wilii lialf his bod) rushing from the w'all, 

J’'ating the figure of a piostrate man-- 

( l'i> the right, U is, ol entry by the door) 25 

An ominous sign to one bapti/cd like me, 

Mained, and to be Ixined there, I hope. 

And ilicy should add, to have my life complete, 

He is a boy ami Caetaii by name — 

* • 

(iaetano, ft)if^ icason, — if th<i friar 30 

Dcm Celestmc will ask this grace for me 

^f Cuiate Ottoboni : he it was 



• ruMPlLlA. 


Baptized me : he fememl)ers^my ^lole life 
As I def his griiiy hair 


All these few things 

I know are tru#, — will you remeinbei them ^ 

* 

J-lerause tune flies The surgeon •^ired for me, 

To my wounds, — twenty two dagger-wounds. 
Fi\e deadl), but I do not suffer tiuich — 

Or too much puin, — and am to die to-night. 

Oh how' ^ood God is that my babe was born, 
—Better than boni, baptized and hid away 
Before this hai)pcned, safe from being hurt ’ 

That had been sin (iod could not well forgive . 

He was too young to smile and save himself. 

When they took, two days after he was born. 

My tfabe away from me to be baiitized 

And hidden awhile, for fear his foe should find, - 

The country-wqfnan,^uscd to nursing babes, 

Said ^ Why takj on so ?*^ere is th^ great*loss ? 

“ Th0e next three weeks he will but sleep and feed, 
Only begin to smile at the month's end ; 
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f Till KIVU AND ll+E DOOK^ 

l. M 

He would not know'^you, If you kepf him here, 

“ Sooner than that ; so„&pend three inc*r%’ weekS 

< 

Snug in the Villa, getting strong and stout, *55 

‘‘ And then I bring him Ikk k to be your own, ^ 

‘‘ And both ol you inav ‘itcal to — we know w^hcic 

'I'he month - Jhere v\.>"’.ts of it two weeks this day 

Still. I half fandcd when 1 heard the knock 

At the Villa in the dusl^) it might prove she— 60 

< 

C'onu* to say “(nine he smilc^ before the time, 

“ Why should I cheat you out oi one good hour? 

‘ Ikuk I have brought him , sjieak to him and judge ' ’* 
Now 1 shall never see him , what is worse, 

When he grows up and gets to be niy age, 65 

He will seem iiaidly more than a great boy ; 

And if he asks ** What w'as my mother like?” 

People may answer “ Like girls of se\enleen” — 

And how can he but think of this and that, 

Lucias, Manas, Sofias, who titter or blush 70 

When he rcganls them as sucli boys^may,.do? 

I’herefore 1 w'lsh sopie one mU please tejsay 
1 looked already old thougli I w'as young ; 

Do I i)ot . . say, if you arc by to speak . . 



^OMriLIA. '5 

I^k nearer twcntf ? No mere liRe, at least, 75 

• jCrirls wh!) look arch or redden wljen boys laugh, 

Than the poor Virgin tliat I used to know 

At our s>Uect-rorner in a lonely niche, — 

The babe, that &it upon hei knees, broke (>11, — 

• ‘j'hin \^hite gla/ed^Liy, you j>iticd /icr the more . 80 

She, noiMlie gay ones, ahva> s got iny rose. 

^ How Imppy those are ^^!lo know liow to wiritc • 

Such could wnte what their son should read in tune, 

Had they a whole day to live out like nje. 

t 

Also my name is not a common name, 85 

** Porapiha,*’ and may help to kc ej) apart 
A little the tiling I am from what girls aie. 

But then how far a\^ay, how hard to find 
Will anything about me have become. 

Even fr the boy bethink himself and ask ! ■•90 

No father that he ever knew at all, 

Nor ever had—ijo, never had, I say » 

Thdt is the trutHr— nor aity#moiher left, 

Out offthe little two weeks that she lived, 

Fit for such memoiy as might assist : 


0 

95 



O' UU RING AM) ryE 

<» • 

As goo(f too as no faAily, no name, 

Not even poor oM Pietro’s name, nor Ijcys, 

J\)or kind unwise Violante, since it seems 

'J'hcy must not be my paients any more. 

Thai IS why something pul it in my heaif 

'^J'o call the boy “ (bi^V-'ino” — no old name 
• # 

For sorrow’s sake , I looked up to the sky 

And took a new saint R) begin anew' 

One who has «nly been made saint — how long? 

'Pwenty-five years * so, <arelnlleT, j^erhapsn 

'I'o guard a namesake than tliose old saints grow, 

Tiretl out by tins time, — see ni) own five saints ' 

On second thoughts, I hope he will regard 
1’he history of me as what someone dreamed. 
And gel Hi disbelieve it at the last 
Since to myself it d>vindles fast to that, 

Sheer dreaming and impossibility, — 

Just in four days too * All the seventc^ years, 
Not once did! a sui^iicion \istf Ine 
How very different a lot is mine 
From any other woman’s in the world. 


zoo 
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^OMPILIA. 

g * 9 ^ 

The reason must be; was b)*, step^and stej) 

► J t t^ot to grow sq^ terrible and strange. 

# * 

Th: • -jtrange woes btole on tiptoe, as if were, 
IriTo my neighbourhood and piivacy, 

Sat down where sat. laid them wheie 1 lay . 

0 Knd 1^ 'as found lliiiihaused with fvai, 

When ff ‘nds broke in, held up a toich and "cried 
Wiiy, you Pompilia in the cavern thus, 

‘‘ How c/.acs that arm of youis about a wqlf? 

“ And the soft length, — lies in and out your feet 
And laps you round the knee, — a snake it is ’ 
And so on* 


Well, and they are right enough, 

By the torch they hold up no\v > for first, observe, 
I never had a father, — no, nor yet 
A m» ' K* ' my own boy can say at least 
“ 1 had a mother whom I kept two weeks * ” 

Not 1, who little used to doubt . , /doubt 

^ • 

Good Pietro, kinfl Violan>e^gave me birth 

• 9 

They hived me always as I love my babe 
(-—Nearly so, that is— quite so could not be — ) 



Did for fnc all I meaat to for him^ 

Till one surprising day, three years ago, 

• • • 
rhey both declared, at Rome, before some judg^ 140 

In some court where the people flocked to he&r, 

That really I had never been their childi 

AVas a mere castawaj^ the careless criflhe 

Of an unknown man, the crime and circ too much 

Of a woman known too well, — little to these, ^145 

Therefore, of ^hom 1 was the flesh and blood ? 

What then to Pietro and Violante, both ^ 

No more my relatives than >ou or you? 

Nothing to them ! You know what they declared. 

So with my husband, — just such a surprise, 150 

Such a mistake, in tliat nelationship > 

Everyone says that husbands love their wives, 

Guard them and guide them, give them happine^kt' i 

T is duty, law, pleasure, religion : well, ' 

You see how much of this comes true in mine I ^ ^455 

People indeed would fain hav^ somehc^ proved 
• • 

He was no husband : but he did not hear, 

Or would not wait, and so has killed^us all 



^MMPILIA. 

— 

Their thfl^ is . . toly let m^nanfe one more 
^There i#the fn^d^ — men will not ask about, i6o 

But tell untruths of, and give nicknamlb to, 

^nd thin^ mf lover, most surprise of all * 

# • 

Do only hear, irts the priest they mean, 

•Giuseppe Caponsacchi* a priest— JJpve, 

And IdVe^me < Well, yet people think he did 165 

1 am married, he has taken pneslly vows, 

They know that, and yet go on, say, the same, 

“ Yes, how he^ loves you * ” That was love ” — they 


When anything is answered that they ask 

Or else No wonder you love him **— they say 1 

th^ shake heads, pity much, scarcely blame — 

}p#e neither of us lacked excuse, 

anyhow are pudished to the full, 

4 ixd downright love atones for everything I 
« 

Mtoy) t Heard read out in the public court * i 

iHa judge, in i>resence of my friends, 

‘iLacfewi *t IMS saffii the pneiif had sent to me, 
letters sent him l?y myself, 
lovem i . 
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THE RING AND THE BOOI^ 

„ — ^ - , — - 

• i4sten whatthi$ is like i xSo 
When I was a mere child, my mother . - that '3 « 
Violante, you miifc let me call her so 
Nor waste tune, trying to unlearn the word, . 
vShe brought a neighbour’s child of my own age 
To play with me of raffiy afternoons ; ^ 185* 

And, since there hung a tapestry on the wall. 

We two agreed to find o*ich other out 
Among the figtires. “ Tisbe, that is you, 

“ With half-moon on your hair-knot, spear in hand^ 

Flying, but no wings, only the great scarf r^p 

‘‘ Blown to a bluish rainbow at your back . 

Call off your hound and leave the stag alone I ” 

“ — And there are you, Pompilia, such^green leaves 
“ Flourishing out of your five finger-ends, 

“ And all the rest of you so brown and rough : 195 

** Why IS it you are turned a sort of tree ? ” 

You know the figures never were ourselves 
Though we nicknamed them so. Thus, all my 
As well whatcw'as, as what, lik|j this, wa#Viot,-^ 

Looks old, fantastic and impossible : 

I touch a fairv thba that lades and fades. 





^POMPIUA, ,11 

—Even to my balfc 1 I thought, vfhen he was born, 
SomethSig begsyfi for once that would not end, 

Nor change into a laugh at me, but stay 

?or evermore, eternally quite mine. 205 

• * 

Well, so he is,-*but yet they bore him off, 

■^The tj;iird day, lest my husband shl^uld lay traps 
And catch him, and by means of him catch me. 

Since they have saved him so, it^as well done : 

Yet thence comes such confusion of whatewas 210 

With what wilUbe,. — that late seems long ago, 

And, what years should bring round, already come, 

TiU even he withdraws into a dream 
As the rest do : I fancy him grown great, 

Stroi^, stem, a tall young man who tutors me, 215 
l^iens with the oAers Poor imprudent child I 
^*'Why did ytni venture out of the safe street ? 

M%y go so far from help to that lone house ? 

' f'^.Why ofpen at the whisper and the knock ? ” 


s»g& whSn it wa# Jfew YeaPi^ay, 
above the fire and talked of him, 
shobM do when be was grown and great.^ 


220 
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THE RING AND ROuJ^ 

Violante, Pietro, each^iad given the atm 
I leant on, to walk by, from couch to ch^jir ^ 

And fireside, — laughed, as I lay safe at last, 

“ Pompiha’s march from bed to board is made^ ^ 

“ Pompiha back again and with a babe,* 

“ Shall one day Icnd^h’s arm and help her walk ! * 
l"hcn we all wished each other more New Years. 

r 

Pietro began to scheme^ Our cause is gained ; '230 

The law is sl^onger than a wicked man : 

“ Let him henceforth go his way, leave us ours ! 

“ We will avoid the city, tempt no more 
“ The greedy ones by feasting and parade, — 

“ Live at the other villa, we know where, 235 

“ Still farther off, and we can w^atch the babe 
Grow fast in the good air } and wood is cheap 
“ And wine sincere outside the city gate. 

I still have two or three oUJ friends will grope 
“ Their w*ay along the mere half-mile of road, 

With staff and lantern on a moonless nighl 

• , 

** When one'iieeds talk : they^’ll find m?, never feay. 

And 1 'll find them a flask d the old sort yet I ^ , 
V^Iante said You chatter like a cro/wi 



^MPltlA. 13 



Pompitia tires o’ tfte tattle, and steill to bed : * 245 

‘1^00 not^oo mu^ the first day, — somewhat more 
‘‘ To-morrow, and, the next, begin the cape 
” And hoo<f and coat 1 I have spun wool enough.” 

Oh what a happy Triendly eve was that ! 


And, next day. about noon, out Pietro went— 250 

He ms so happy and would talk ro much, 

Until V’^iolante pushed and laughed him forth! 

Sight-seeing in the cold, — So much to see 

I* the churches ! Swathe your throat three times ^ ” 

* 

she cried, > 


" And, above all, bevrare the slippery ways, 255 

Add bring us all the news by supper-time ! ” 

He came back late, laid by cloak, staff and hat, 
)Powd«red so thick with snow it made us laugh, 

ItoUed a great log upon the ash o’ the hearth, 


tMtde STiolaitte treat us to a flask, 
Sesupue kd had obeyed her fai^uUy, 





se flifbogh thtf ^en, and found ao church 

(i 

like San Giovanni — “ lliere 's the fold, 
i tftew together, big as cata ! 
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THE RING AND '(HE BoSk.' 



“ And Such a shephefd, half the size^of life, flr65 

“Starts up and hears the angel ”#—whe!f, at thf 

door, 

A tap : we started up ; you know the rest. 

Pietro at least had ^ne no harm, I ktiow; 

Nor even V^olante, so much harm as makes 

Such revenge lawful. Certainly she erred — 2^6 

Did wTong, h^w shall 1 dare say otherwise ?— 

In telling that hrst falsehood, buying mes 
From my poor faulty mother at a price, 

To pass off upon Pietio as his child. 

If one should take ray babe, give him a name, S175 
Say he was not Gaetano and my own, 

But that some other woman made his mouth 
And hands and feet, — how very false were that! 

'* No good could come of that ; and all harm did. ' 

Yet if a stranger were to represent dSo 

“ Needs must you either give your babe to me 
“ And let me call^im minefdt cverm&e, 

“ Or let your husband get him ’’ — my Grod, 

That were a trial I refuse to face ! 



I^MPIIJA. 1 5 

’ SO here : i* proved wrong»bat seemed dght 

I j poor Violante— for there lay, she said, 286 

^ w real dying mother in her rags, "" 

^ ^ put mf from her with the life and all, 
y, i^n, shafne and disease at once, 

^'itO the easier what price 1 fe^^hed — 290 

Alsu (1 Rope) because I should be spared 
Sorro^ and sin, — why may not tha^ have helped ? 

V fartx^ —he was no one, any one, — o 

The wqrje, the lij^elier, — call him, — he who came,^ 

\V?^ wicked for his pleasure, went his way, 295 

And left no trace to track by ; there remained 
Nothing but me, the unnecessary life. 

To catch uj }T let fall, — and yet a thing 
She could make happy, be made happy with, 

This poor Violante,-^who would frown thereat ? 300 

^ 1 

We|[; God> fdu seel God plants us wher^ we grow. 
j(t k not because bud is bom 

eiA], full i'nl}e wild beufs wny, 
pUldc and put it out of reach 
^ top, — say, “ There the bud belongs [" 



TH£ RING AND THE BOOR^ 

4 ^ 11 

f- 

She thoVight, moreover, real lies were— lies toM 506 

For harm’s sake ; whereas this had goq^ at he^t, 

Good for my mother, good for me, and good 
For Pietro who was meant to love a babe, 

And needed one to make his life of u^, 310 

Receive his house i^Ad land when he Should die. ^ 

Wrong, ivrong and always wrong’ how plainly wrong I 
For see, this fault kept pricking, as faults do, 

All the same^at her heart, — this falsehood hatched, 

t 

She could not let it go nor keep it fast, r 315 

She told me so, — the first time I was found 
Locked in her arms once more after the pain, 

When the nuns let me leave them and go hom<^, 

And both of us cried all the cares away, — 

This it Tvas set her on to make amends, ' 

This brought about the marriage-^simpl^ this 
Do let me speak for her you blame so mitdi 1 ^ ’ 

When Paul, my husband^s brother, found me 

He^ there was wealth for who should itoatiy 

So, came ifbd made a speech to ask vfy haiad , ; 

For Guido, — she, instead of pterein^ 

Through the pretence to the ignoble truth, 



tV 

God’s v&cy finger ^int, • 

IglpfgKUttif just th| dme ibr planting me, 

(TiMfi ^d .bdar-slip she plucked to love find wear) 330 
in^sbft whefe 1 could strike real root, and grow, 
be thtf thing I called myself :/ 

,Fofr^ vife aad husliknd are one fles]j5 God says, 

, mi4 it ^hose parefits seemed such and were^none, 
Should in a husband have a husb^^d now, 335 

L nothftng, this time, but was what it se^ed, 

ti > \ ' 

and po confusion any more. 
ifanmt i^e meant all good to me, all pain 
jpQ how could it be aught but pain, 

giiie «p, «o, fiiom her very breast, 34P 

that, all those years, 

'* Af ^ 

Vefl ; has it been so ill i’ the main ? 
a$k : one cannot judge 
the in or well of life, 345 

*S4^ng,— sorrows chaijge 

W.*scairce miscrv? . ' <. 
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My chiM is safe ; lha>-e seems not S(» much pain. 3||D 

It comes, most like, that I am just absolved* ^ 

Purged of the past, the foul in me, washed fair,— 

One cannot both have and not have, you kndw,- 

Being right now, I am happy and colour thingil, 

Yes, everybody that.Jeaves life sees 3 £5^ 

Softened aifd bettered ; so with othc» sights ; 

. ^ 

To me at least was ne;^cr evening yet 
But seemed ftir beautifuller than its day, 

For past is past. 

There was a fancy came, ^ 366 

f , 

When somewhere, in the journey with my friend, 

We stepped into a hovel to get food ; 

And there began a yelp here, a bark there,— ^ 
Misunderstanding creatures that were wroth 
And vexed themselves and us till we retired. ’ 

The hovel is life : no matter what dogs bit 
Or cats scratched in the hovel I break 
All outside^is lone held, moon and sttdb 
Flowing m, hllmg up as with a sea 
Whereon comes Someone, walks, fast' 



^unuA. I 



CtHTUfs self, Oon Celestiae declares, 

Tp DMet &e and all things back again. 


B(dydi^,up to my maniage, thirteen years 
Wer^ each day, llappy as the day was long : 

%i8 mjy have ma&e the change toj^jterrible. 37 S 

I Imow that when Violante told me first 
*the cavalier, — she meant to brin^jj^next mom, 

Whom I nflust also let take, kiss my hand, -5- 
be SiX Sai\ Lorenzo the same eve 


Atid marry me , — which over, we should go 
HpmP bpth of us without him as before, 

And, bade speak, I must hold my tongue, 

the correct way with girl-brides, 
Sl^.wjbptn one word would make a father blush, — 
I if toy, that when she told me this, 

I no more saw sense in what she said 


does in people clipping wool ; 
mid let mysej^ be clipped. 


Sttot d<^ the cavalier who came 






1 me that the shm young man 


wings at feet, and sword 


380 


38s 


390 
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Threatcaing a monster, in our tapesKs^^ 

Would eat a girl else, — was a cavalier)^ 

When he provecfGuido Franceschini, — old 

And notlung like so tall as I myself, 595 

Hook-nosed and yellow in a bush of bfeard, 

Much like a thing I on a boy’s R?ist, 

He called & owl and used for catchiftg birds,— 

« 

And when he took myjiand and made a smile- 
Why, the un<jomfortableness of it all ^ 400 

S eemed hardly more important in the cg,se 
Than,— wl|en one gives you, say, a coin to spend, ~ 

Its newness or its oldness ; if the piece 
Weigh properly and buy you what you wish, 

No matter whether you get grime or glare ! 

Men take the coin, return you grapes and figs. 

Here, marriage was the coin, a dirty piece 
Would purchase me the praise of those I iQViJd i' 

About what else should I concern myself ? 

So, hardly knowing what a husband mAnt, ' .,|to 

I supposed this or any man would seihre, 

No whit the worse for being so uncoudi : 



POMPIUA. 


Fori was ill ottce jnd a doctor cajat 
Witik a g^at ugly hat, no plume thereto, 

^lack j^ktn and black buckles and black sword, 415 
A«d white %harp beard over the ruff m front, 

And oh 90 lean, co sour-faced and austere ! — 

Who felt my pulses made me put ogt my tongue, 

Then oped a phiak dripped a drop or two 

C>f afblaclc bitter something, — I was cured ! 420 

What mattered the fierce beard or the grim face ? 

*It was the physic beautified the man, 

Master Malpichi, — never met his match 
In Home, they said,— so ugly all the same ! 


Hbwever, I was hurried through a storm, 425 

clads; of December's deadest day — 

isdned 1 — through our street and the Lion’s-mouth 
And d»e bit of Corso,— cloaked round, covered close, 
l' miBS Idee scHnethitkg strange or contraband, — 
lotobili^Saii Lorenzo, up the aisle^ 430 

fceeptig hold me so tight, 
we Were come to see a corpfe 
iid^ whi<;h.d)e pulled me toward. * 
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THE RING AND THE BOOK. 


There found waiting an unpleasant priest 
Who proved the brother, not our parish friend,^ 

But one with miswrhief-inaking mouth and eye, 

Paul, whom I know since to my cost. And fecn 

c 

I heard the heavy church-door lock out^help 
^ Beliind us : for the customary warmth** 

Two tapers Shivered on the altar. “ Quick — 440 

“ Lose no time ! ** — crij;vd the priest. And straightt^y 
down 

c 

From , . what*s behind the altar w'here he hid’^ 

Hawk-nose and yellowness and bush and all> 

Stepped Guido, caught my hand, and there was I 

0^ the chancel, and the priest had opened book, » 

Read here and there, made me say that and 

And after, told me 1 was now a wife, 

Honoured indeed, since Christ thus weds the 

And therefore turned he water into wine, 

To show I should obey my spouse like Chjrist 

Then the two ^pped aside and talked apart^' 

« * '> 

And I, stleqC and iscared, got down . 

And joined my mot}|p ifho was weepit^ 

Nobody seemed to mind^s any more. ‘ 



IfOMPILIA, 






45 S 


469 


^ us oa Cptoe found out way 
the door ivldc^ was unlocked by this, and wide. 
Wbea we were in the street, the rain had stopped, 

.All things l^ked better. At our own house-door, 
Violante whfeperctl “ No one syllable 
IS To Pjetro 1 Girl-brides never broyhe a word 1 ” 

** —Weft tinted to’ a wetting, draggle-tails » ” 

m • 

^ |i<aughed Pietro as he opened — “ Very near 
r “ Vou it^e me brave the gutter’s roaring sea 
’^^To caity off from roost old dove and young, 

** ^FUised up in church, the cote, by me, the kite ! 465 

Wh^t do these priests mean, praying folk to death 
Olir StOridy afternoons, with Christmas close 
wish our idns off nor require the rain ? '* 
gaiyiB niy hand a timely squeeze, 
me ftom immodest speech, 
and was quiet, being a bride. 


470 



more, the next three Weeks, 

-*VNor fhe Chuficji sees Christ ” thought I : 

Is chunged however, wine is wine 

wattir in our house. ^475 
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IHE RING ANO BOOK** 

C.f - X 

Nor (fid I bet that il!gly doctor sin<Se 

f) 

The cure of the illness : just as I iva$ cured| 

I am married, — neither scarecrow will retilm#** 

1 hrec weeks, I chuckled — How would Gmlia 
“ And Tecla smile 9 ft 1 lisbe laugh outright, 

c 

“ Were it not impudent for brides to talk !**~ 

Until one morning, as*! sal and sang 

At the broidtt*7 frame alone 1’ the chamber, — lofld 

Voices, two, three together, sobbings tof», 

And my name, Uuido,” “ Paolo,*’ flung like stonBs '485 
From each to tlic other * In I ran to sec. 

Theie stood the very (juido and the priest 
With si) face, — fornoal but nowise afraid, — 

While Pietro seemed all red and angry, scarce 

Able to stutter out his wrath in words j 490 

And this It was that made my mother sok, 

As he reproached her—** You have murdered 
“ and yourself and this our phild beside 
Then Guido interj^osed ** Ntpfdered & not^ 
t ** Be It enough your child is now my Wifel 
** I ^aim and come to take her/* Panl I^t injl 
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M — 1. 

^ C<xiutidAr'>^n$«ian, 'dare 1 term Jrou so ? — 

^ WlAt gCK)^ of >our sagacity 
'* to ooansel in a strait like this f 

'* f guarantee the parties man and mfc 500 

you lilA or loathe it, bless or ban. 

% May (pilt milk b8 put back withiu'^he bowl — 

“ The dbne thing, hndone ? You, it is, we look 
" i'oiricouns&l to, you htliest will advise ! 

“ ^Ce mflkf though spilt and spoilt, does warble gooil, 
.^letter we dowQ on knees and scrub the floor, 506 
Ttnm * the waste would make a syllabub ' ’ 

'* US $0 turn disaster to account, 

** So’ieedijqKMse the groom, he needs shall grace 
<* The.biide with flivour from the very first, 510 

Not martiige an embittered man 1 ” 

jt " t V ^ 

Ml ttiitded)‘*^the game so wholly in his hands ! 

and %tter sobbed Violante — “ Ay, 
^^|l’.^>1^mitfdered, past averting now 1 

O my ^secret 1” and such like. ^15 




surmise the truth 3 
ted, loW( mekn, naderlumd. 
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THE RING AND JHE BOON.* 

^ * e» 

False, and my mother*waus to blame, lind I 
To pity, whom all spoke of, none addressed; 

I was the chatter that had caused a crime. 5*0 • 

I stood mute, — those who tangled must untie , 

The embroilment Pietro cried “ WiUMraw, ciiild,! 

* “ She IS not helpful ts.^ the sacrifice ® 

At this stage, — do you want the victim by 
“ While you discuss th^ value of her blood ? 525 

‘‘ Fortier sake, 1 consent to hear you talk : . 

“ Go, child, and pray God help the innocent 

I did go and was praying God, when came 

Violantc, u ith eyes swollen and red enougli, 

But movement on her mouth for make-believe ^ . V;' 530 

Mutters were somehow getting right again. 

She bade me sit down by her side and hear. 

You are too young and cannot understand/ 

“ Nor did your father understand at first 

“ I wished to benefit all three of us, ^ 

And when he failed to take^ny 

^ I tried to have my way at unaware — 

Obtained him the advantage he titfused 
< 



It 
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As if I yat before^him wholesoixA food 

of tjrofeen victual, — ^hc finds change 540 

ij 'the vi^ds, never cares to reason wfly, 

But {alls to bliiming me, would fling the plate 

V^dow, scandalize the neighbourhood, 

** ISvehr While he smacks his lips,— ^en*s way, tny child ! 

• # 

But either you hive prayed him unperverse 545 

0 

** Ot I have talked him back intorhis wits : 

** And Paolo was a help in time of need,— • 

** Cuido, not much — my child, the way of men ! 

‘i 'A, pkst is more a woman than a man, 

“ Patti did wonders to persuade. In short, 550 
** Yes, .lie was wrong, your father sees and says ; 

" Myadtetne was w(wth attempting ; and bears fruit, 

** Cives you a hn^and and a noble name, 
ttbd no end of pleasant things. 

^ ty|iat do yott' care about a handsome youth ? 
'^ITh^.j^ lOyoladle, and teaze their wires ! 

of Ulan to keep the house. 

*' 1m ' j ^ ' IB 

d^nignter , — §ain a son, t];uit’s alf : 
."^il'Sfeimnged we never separate, 

dur my time of life, the tinu ' $60 


555 
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- 

“ Of yofi that colour tfVe to match wfth DdyQt'ni 
“ In good or ilh we share and share alijice^ 

“ And cast our l8ts into a common lap, 

“ And all three die together as we lived I 
“ Only, at Arci:zo, — that *s a Tuscan 
Not so large as thi^f noisy Rome, no^doub?,, 

if 

“ lint older far and finer much, say fo®ks^~ 

“ In a great palace wlKre you will be queen, 

“ Ivno^ the ^ rchbishop and the Governor, 

“ And we see homage done you ere we d^e. , 5t6 

“ 'rhcrefore, be good and pardon !*' — ‘^Psu'don 
** You know things, I am very ignorant : 

“ All IS right if you only will not cry P* 

And so an end 1 Because a blank begins 
Prom when, at the woref, she kissed me hard and 
And took me back to wliere my father leaned « 

Opposite Guido — who stood eyeing hlm^ 

As eyes the butcher the cast panting ox 
That feels his fate is come, np? slruggRs tnoie^ 

^VVhile Paul looked archly on, priclLed broiv at 
With pen-point as to ponish mnmph there^-^ 



: 

^CoUtt OAdo, take your lawful wife 
part«you !” 


kad 


[i 


All since is one blank, 
; tenific dream, 
of dreams — so soon they go I 


S8S 


in a horror oflieart-beais, you may — 

' ^ 

CryV” The dread thing will never /i'om my thouehts •” 
a few hayli^t doses of plain life, 

[!o%crow and sparrow-chirp, or bleat and bell 


59 ° 


(K>foa^.t)i^.trot by, tinkling, to be milked ; 
Altd'lraen fou rub your eyes awake and wide, 

is'0ie harm o’ the hon-or? Gone ! So here. 
{ knOlf X'l^i^r-bttt from what ? Blank, I say ! 
lins B the note df eVil : for good lasts. . 

Bv^'tsien Don Celestine bade “ Search and find I 
’''$kri0u^jk>id’s sake, remember wh^ is past, 
to foigive it," — all in vain ! 
getting indistinct before, 

Odtri^t special grace pt^haps, 
first calm and this last, four years 
miatter of mv life, vou know. 


595 
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To THE RJING AND CHE BOOK! 

- • 

I am held up, amid Ae nothingness^ 

By one or two truths only — thence I hang^ 

And there I live, — the re&t is death or djreai|^ ^ , 46$^ 

All but those points of ray support. I thinjf ^ 

Of what 1 saw at Rome once in the siquare 
()* the Spaniards, opposite the Spanish Hou^ t 
There was a foreigner had trained a ^oat, 

A shuddering white ^man of a beast, .vjiu 

To chmb up^ stand straight on a pile of sticks 
Put close, which gave the creature toobi enough 
wfien she was settled there he, one by one, ^ 

Took away all the sticks, left just the four 
Whereon the little hoofs did really rest, 

'Phere she kept firm, all underneath was air. 

So, what I hold i>>, are my prayer to God, 

My hope, tliat came in answer to the prayer, 

Some hand would interpose and save me^hajUld 
Which proved to be my friend’s hand : 

That fancy which began so faint /it first, f 
That thrift of damn’s suilusipA wy dhA* 

• Which I perceive was promise of taj 
Tbe^light his unborn face sent long befQt<e^4 
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.n... 


breakiifg the good nei^s to flesh. 


;v' 


is.ell left now of those four had years. 

Don Celestii^ uiged But remember more ! 

fOi^’a faults may help me find your own. 
tteifeijlhe cruelty exposed, explained, 

^pr Wy ean I advise you to forgivi 
He thought 1 could *hot properly forgive 


tJniese i c<Kised forgetting, — wbich>is true ; 
* jPor,; bHtiging hack reluctantly to mind 

treatment of me, — by a light 
-That *» laterthao my hfe-ltme, I review 
' And comprehend much and imagine more, 
Ahd ^ve.but little to foigive at last. 




For a<rtr,*»be fair and say, — is it not true 
He yast ill-used and cheated of his hope 

' . J ‘ 

'*|^0'gli|t#iaicbed by marriage ? Marriage gave 
HO'^. no te^ey, broke the compact so : 
H^MaA.right to ask me on those terms, 

' VSolante |o declare 

give roe : * Jthe bargaiji stood*: 


gr 
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me RING AND Reii;>iB 

They sSiid was he Began deceptioS 

Nor, in one point whereto he pledged Jiimgelfi' 

Kept promise : Vhat of that, suppose it wei:|'? * 

lichocs die off, scarcely reverberate 

For ever , — why should ill keep echoing 10, 

And never let our pars have done wifii noise? 
Then my poor parents took the violent way 
To thwart him, — he must needs retahate,-^wi:b!tg, 
Wrong, and#all wrong, — better say, all blihd 1*^ 

As I myself was, that is sure, who else* > 

Had understood the mystery ; for his wife 

v 

Was bound in some sort to help somehow there. 

It seems as if I might bvive interposed, 

Blunted the edge of their resentment so. 

Since he vexed me because they first vexed him l J 
“ I will entreat them to desist, submit, ; ; . 

* * ^ I V 

“ Give him the money and be poor in 
“ Certainly not go tell the world ; perha^'^ 

- “ JIc will grow quiet with his gaj|n8.” 




Something to this effect and you do.weB^l • 
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t %n.ve see first : I blind. 


Is the firu^ qf all sudi wormy ways, 

1!V ^ti^redt, the unai^roved of (iod : * 6; 

<iftnnot find their author's end and aim, 

Net even to substitute ^our good for bad, 
yhur oqea for the Irregular ; you stand 

Stujiefi^ prSfitlesst as cow or sheep 

0 

That miss a man’s mind ; anger h^ ju&t twice 6; 
By trial at*repairing the first fault. 

Thus, when he beamed me, “ You are a coquette. 

“ A. luteowl imsturing to attract binls, 

s 

Yoa look love-lures at theatre and church, 

In walk, at window 1” — that, 1 knew, was false . 6' 

Bat why lU charged me falsely, whither sought 
To drivft mo by such charge,— -how could 1 know ? 

So^ tfnayooe, 1 only made things worse. 

Soothe him by abjuring walk, 

IpodmiV church, theatre, for good and all, Ct 

been in earnest : that, you know, 

Eke tlft object of his charge, 
got my maid to supplicate 

name she read when she would read 
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Thost feigned false Itftters I w 

'Diough 1 could read no word 

Writing, — nay, ffhe minded prayer of mme> 

Cease from so much as even pass the street 

Whereon our house looked, — in niy igflora»Cv 

I was just thwarting Cuido^s true inteflt ; 695 

Winch was, to bring about a worked clungfe 

Oi iport to earnest, tempt a thoughtless man 

'Fo write indeed, and pass the house, and more, 

'Fill both of us were taken in a crime. ^ 

lie ought not to have wished me thus act lies, Joo 

« 

Simulate folly, — but, — wrong or right, the wlsh,~ 

I failed to a])prehcnd its drift. Ifow plain 

It follows, — if I fell into such fault, 

lie also may have oven cached the mark, 

Made mistake, by perversity of brain, ^ . ^05 

r the whole sad strange plot, Uie grotesque 
J\) make me and my friend unsclf oursdvef, 

He other man and W'ouian than w^e wcre4 
Hunk u ova, )ou who have the time ? fi>r 
^ I cannot 5a> less ; more I will not say. 7110^ 

Leave it to God to co^er and undo U 


tohe^l 


IS for<!fed 1 
of, — he ^Kwild cease 



n l*|ky -tlTOess should not prove *too much ! * 
-^Not JjlFOve that in a certain other point 
Wh^^Vt my^husband blamed me, — ^and >oii blame, 
If t interptet smiles and shakes of head,— 

1 <}|lE too. Oli| if I dared but speak ! 

Must I upestk ? I Sih blamed that f* forwent 

‘"’a ' * * 

*A way to make my husband's favour come. 

That is true ; I was firm, withstood, refused . . . 

' -—Women aus you are, how can 1 find the wosds ? 
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there was just one thing Guido claimed 
I had no right to give nor he to take ; 

We being in estrangement, soul from soul ; 

Till, t sought helj>, the Archbishop smiled, 
loquin^ into privacies of bfc, 

->■$^1 was blameable — (he stands for God) 

' to exemption there. 

Tfcfe* I.rtbfiyed,--as» surely had obeyed 

jl^iUction “ SSjnee your husband bids, 
butnii^ coalTtp proffers y&u !” * 


and he gave wrong advice 


725 


730 


thrice Archbishop,*-that, I know Ij- 





THIC RtNC AND TKE BOOK. ’ 

L^. : 

Now ^ Wve got to die and see thinfs clear* 

Remember I was barely twelve years old — 

A child at marriage: 1 w'as let alone ^ . 7 $5 

For ^\eeks, I told you, lived my childdife st|il 
lC\cii at Arez/o, when I woke and found 
h'list but I nee,d*aot think of that again*— 

14 

Over and ended * Try and t4ike the' sense 

Of what I signify, if iVmust be so. ■ ^40 

0 

After the li»wl, my husband, for hale’s sake, 

Said one eve, when the simpler cruelty. 

Seemed somewhat dull at edge and fit to bear. 

We have been man and nife six months almost : 

“ How long is this your comedy to last? 745 

(»o this night to my chamber, not your own ! 

At which woul, I (lid rush— most true the charger*, 

And gain the Archbishop’s house — he st^cbif 
And fall upon my knees and clasp his feel^ 
l^raying him hinder what my estranged soul ^ ,751;^ 

Ri*fiised to bear, though patient pf the lest 
Place rSe withlp a convert,** I ijfnj^ored-^ , 

** I^et me henceforward lead the viigin life 
You praise in Her you Ibid me imitate!^ " 
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/ttwt did ]|p answcrf “ Folly of ignorance ? > ' 755 

daugliter^ circumstances make or mar 
^ IS virtue or is vice. 

That vhid) was gloiy in the Mother of Gotl 
** Had beeH) (ot in^nce, damnable in Eve 
•Cteat<^ to be mdiher of mankind*' jCto 

J^ve, in ansu^:r to her Maker’s speech 
** fruitful, multiply, replenish garth ’ — 

Pouted '‘But I choose rather to remain 

2 

** ' she hatl spared herself forthwith 

il Fil^har probation by the apple ami snake, 765 

“ 9 $en pawed straight out of Paradise ' For see— 

" tf OKMhabood be qualihed impure, 

“ t cateh you making God command Eve sin ! 

'* —A Utu^hemy so like these Molinists', 

“ tjPWt wspect you dip into their books,” 770 

Thdlt “ 'T was in your covenant i " 

' + '>) • s 


Hb't' tay husband never used deceit, 

dkl by w^ch nor act imply 
1 igf cue souls’ yearning that we meet 

through ^esh, which yours and mine 
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THE KING AND WE BOOK, • 

*— • * . ..... ■ ■ . 

“ Wear*and impress, make their raible s|[ved^ ' yyfr 

— ^All which means, for the love of ypu an4 

' 1 

“ Let us becom? one flesh, being one soul * ” 

He only stipulated for the wealth } 

Honest so far, 13 ut when he spoke a? plai 

Dreadfully tionest rdS® — “ Since our s^>uls 

‘‘ Stand each from each, a whole woiW*8 width iTetw^, 

“ Oive me the fleshy %‘sture I can reach 
“ And rend jind leave just fit for hell to bum 
Why, in God s name, for Guido’s soul’s^awn sake I'Sc 
Imperilled by polluting mine, — I say, 

I did resist j would I had overcome ! 

My heart died out at the Archbishop’s smile ; 

--It seemed so stale ami worn a way o’ the ^rld, ‘ >89 
As though ‘t were nature frowning — “ Here is 
“ The sun shines as he shone at Adam s &ll| J A 
The earth requires that warmth reach 
** What, must your patch of snow^be saViMl 
Becausc^ou rather fancy snow thfi^ flow^fcs?^ 

I Something in this style he began with xne. 

Last he said^ savagely for a good man^ 
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why fou call your husband harsh; 
to ypiit hmh to whom you love. Cod's Bread ! 
** the ifedf ^ont has to manage a mere-tliild 

pg.mts leave untaught the simplest things 800 
^t^N^^ttty.was aad privilege to teach, — 

•^Coodwjves’ instruction, gossips* loje^: they laugh 
** ^d idtve the Count the task, — or leave it me ' " 

Then jfresolved to tell a frightful ^Jilng. 

I'am notlgnorant, — know what 1 say, S05 

“ XledednS ^is is^ sought for hate, not love. 

** Sir, you may hear thin^ like almighty Gotl. 

"* I' tdl you that my housemate, yes— the pnesl 
” My htt$baitd’s brother, Canon Cirolamo — 

** ta^ht me what depraved and misnamed love 810 
** Mi<iiu^'4hd what outward signs denote the sin, 




me and says he loves, 

.. ' 'A'*'*. .jL . 


ttpg priest with nought else to do. 

** sees this, knows this, and lets be. 

I bear this beside } ” 
afid imaiast a priest this timc^l 

' t' ,, % 19 





81J 


the Ctmon now?” — less snappishly— 

‘.gs;/* , * j • 

^ for such a chad you ate, 
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* ^ 

** The fod were too ^vanced a puiSshment if 

‘‘ Let 's try the honeyed cake. A parg|,ble I 8|< 

“ * Without a parable spake He not to them.^’ 

“ There was a ripe round long black toothaome fillip 

“ Even a flower-fig, the prime boast df May s 

** And, to the trce,^^id . . cither the^pirit O* fig, 

“ Or, if we bring in men, the gardewer, Saj 

“ Archbishop of the orchard — had I time 

“ To try o*>hc two which fits in best ; indeetf 

“ It might be the Creators self, but thgn 

** The tree should bear an ajiple, I suppose, — 

# 

** Well, anyhow, one with authority said 
* Ripe fig, burst skin, regale the fig-pecker~ 

** * The bird whereof thou art a perquisite ! * ' 

‘ Nay/ with a flounce, replied the rcstif fig, 

“ ‘ I much prefer to keep my pulp my$elf ; ' 

“ ‘ He may go breakfo&tless and dinnerleas* ^ 

“ ‘ Suppcrless of one enmson seed, {or me I* 

back she flopped into her bunch of leavil^ 


‘‘ He off, left her,— did the natfitAl 

And lo, three hundred thousand befis 
" Kc^nd her out, feasted on her to ^ dhMftt 
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** 3<tcb gaslit ^ llg’s^that gave its bird no bite ! 

toofal, — fo^Is elude their proper lot, 

** T6ntpt fools, get ruined all alikcT 
“ ThifttSaiK home, embrace yOur husband quick 
'* yil^h if his Canbn brother chance to see, 

*i fU 'ivitf the soonAr back to book 


So, hoSie I did go ; so, the worst befell 
So, I had proof the Archbishop wxs just maa. 

And ti)at4ljr that, gnd certainly no more. 

Fot, stttjMxable consequence to me, 

# 

My htti^KUid's hatred waxed nor waned at all, 

His brotti6tfs boldness grew effrontery soon, 

Atui my last stay and comfort in myself 

Was Istoed frmn me * henceforth I looked to God 

# f 


my desecrated soul 
fidr walls, gay windows for the svorld. 

t Jr '* 

that came through the ruin-top, 
why all lights were quenched inside : 
S m&ed Sod counsel, not mankintlf 
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^ ^ (r ^ ..^ „ ^... ,._ 

They fold — “ No cafe to save ap})earance M^e ! 

How rynic, — when, how w'anton, w#Mte enough!* 
—Adding, It aft came of my mother*^ lifc^ 

My own real mother, whom 1 never kn^i ^ 

Who did wrong (if she needs must have done wroog) 865 
Through being all^litr life, not my fotir years, 

I 

At mercy of the hateful, - every betfst 

O’ the field was wonbto break that fountain-ftnee* 

« 

Tramjile tl«r sihcr into mud so murk 

Hea\cn could not find itself reflec ted ^here, — 8)0 

Now they cry ** Out on her, who, plashy pojl, 

“ Lciiucathcd tuibidity and bitterness 
“ To the daughter stream where Guido dipt and dranjkr^ 

\Vt 11, Since she had to beir this brand— let ttit ’ 

' -f 

rite rather do 1 understand her now, — 

Jhrom my experience of nhat hate calls 

Much love might be in what their love ^ 

If she sold . . what they call, sol(l . . me Itlfcr 
*1 shall l-lChcxc s^e hoped qi her pdSl^hlwtt 
That 1 at least might try be good arid 
to live untempted, not go dotmote^ 
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^ 

fkb& «« once found m falilt, as she 

Cj^ sUid, my laoth^, it all came to this ? 

W% i^uld|I trast those that speak til dT you, 

When i mistmst who speaks even well of them ? S85 

Why, ance all boufld to do me good, did harm, 

Mpif oof0yoa, aeemfhg as you hormstl me most, 

Have meant to do most good — and feed >our rhiUl 

Vfam €ramble'bash» whom not ong orchaj<l-tree 

Bvt dtew-l^ck bough from» nor let one fruit ^all ? B90 

it wes for yo^u sacrihced your babe ? 

Gained |ust this, giving your beart\ hope away 
^ * 

M I g^ve mine, loving it as you, , 

U • ^ btU; that never could be asked of me ' 


thsHra, enough ! I have my support agom, 895 

> knowledge that my babe was, is, 

only. Him, by death, I give 
l^pod, without a further care, — 
patent m the world,— 

if jr why is it we repine ? ooo 

• • 

» safer could we choose ? 
i^ojecm come to nought. 
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r^4 — 

My lifcy and what I Know of other llfves, - \ 

XVove that ; no plan nor project ! Co4 sliAll care f 

And now you are not tired ? How patient then 
Ml of you, — Oh yes, patient this lon^ while 
I.Kstening, and iindci^tanding, I am s&re! 

Four (lays ago, when 1 was sound ami well 
Aivl like to live, no oiy; would understand. . 

Peo]>lc wcri^kind, but smiled "And what of h!m, ^ i^tp 
" \"our friend, whose tonsure, the rich dark-brown hides? 
" Theic, there ' — ^>'our lover, do we dream he was? 

" A ])riest tpo— never w*ere such naughtiness I » 

** Still, he thinks many a long think, never fear, 

" After the shy pale lady, —lay so light , 

*• Foj a moment in his arms, the lucky one 
And so on : wherefore should I blame you much? 

So we are made, such difference in minds, ^ " 

Such difference too in eyes tlral see the mindefj * 

That man, you misinterpret and misprise— , ptQ 

The glorynof his nature, I hacUthought, 

< • 

Shot Itself out in white light, blaaed the tra& 

Through every atom of his act with me : 
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Y«l Where 1 point you, through the chrystal sbnnej 
Pqfity in quintesteivx, one dew-drop, 
lY-pn eU 'dieseiy a spider in the midst. 

Oneeays,. “ T^e head of it is plain to see," 
j^d one, “They are* the feet by which I judge,” 

^y, “SThose films were spun by tl’oihing else." 

Then, I lay Ifty babe away wit’a (jod, 

Nor think ot him again for gratitude. 

Yes my last breath ^shall wholiy spend itself 

In one attem|>t more to disperse the Stanly 

Ibe mist irom oth^r breath fond mouths have made, 
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.bout a lustrous and pellucid soul : 

So that, when I, am gone but sorrow stays, 
And people need assurance in their doubt 
.If have a servant, man a friend, 

The a saviour and the vile a foe, — 
l^'m^'be^esenh by the name invoked, 
CaiMnsaqchi ! 


935 


940 


There, 

f jfihotdy with the utterance 1 
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— $ « l;.. ^.■■■, r — 

I ^]\] ^member once more for hjs sake 

The sorrow for he lives and is beli^. 94jf 

Could he be here, how he would speak for/ne I 

I had been miserable three drear yehrs 
Jn that dread palade and lay passiv# now, 

Wlien 1 first IcameA there could he such a man, 

1'hijs It fell I was ai a public play, 9gO 

In the last-days of Carnival last hfarcli, 

Hi ought there I knew not why, but npw know well- 
My husband put me where I sat, m front ; 

Then ciouched down, breathed cold through me from 
behind, 

Stationed f the shadow, — ^nonc in front could see,.— ^ 95^ 
I, It was, faced the stranger-throng beneath^ 

Tlie crowd with upturned faces, ejes one 5tar% 

Voices one buzz. 1 looked but to the stage^ 

W^hereon two lovers sang and interchanged ^ ^ 

True life is only love, love oyly Iftiss ; $[<0 

* “ 1 lovS thee— Jhee I love thetf they embmeed- 

I looked thence to the ceiling and the 
Over the crowd, those voices and those eyts,'*** 
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%(y thbughts Hreut through the roof and out, to Rotne 

wings cf music, ivoft of measured words,— 965 
Sejt me (Jown there, ‘a happy child again * 
t<^n^ow would be festanday, 

Hearing my parents f)raise past festas more, 

AqwJ seeing they wer? old if I was ycsftip, 

Yet wondering why they still would end discourse 970 
With '*' We must soon go, you abidstyour time, 

“ Andj—might we haply see the proper friend* 

*' Thtav tjua o^er you and make you safe ' " 


Soddeit I saw him ; into my lap there fell 
A fijoKsh twist of comhts, broke my dream 
'And bieklj^t me from the air and laid me low, 
As iub^'.as-^ soaring bee that 's readied 
'(So>Phttn|^d me at the Villa once) 
.By,^’i;^^" 4 iuudfiil There the comfits lay : 
T who flung them, and I faced 


' looking up in turn. 

oa^hy,*I felt sure/ ^ 
&etn, his was not the hand,— 

^ ^ t ‘ ^ good-natured grin 


975 


980 
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Of on«» who, in effc< t, had ])Iaye(l tne prank^ 985 

From covert close beside the earnest /acc#~ 

Fat waggish C6nti, friend of all the world . 

He was iny husband’s cousin, privileged 
To throw the thing . the other, silerft, grave* 

Solemn Ainost, sawrnic, as 1 s*avv hjAi, 

« 

I'iiciL IS a )')Scdin Don (Vlcstine recites, 

Had I a ilove’s wings, how I fain w^ould fle% ! ** 

i 

'I'he psalm runs not I hope, I pray for wings,** — 

Not “ If >Mngs fall from hea\cn, 1 fix them fast,”— 
Sirn|)ly “ How good it were to tly and rest, ^ 995 

Have hope now, and one day expect content I 
Hou well to do whut I shall nevei do ! ** 

So 1 Stud “ Had there been a man like that, 

“ To lift me witli his strength out of all strife 
‘‘ Into the calm, how I could fly and rest ! ^ 1000 

*• 1 hvue a kcc]>er m the garden here 
“ Whose sole emplo)menf is to strike me low 
♦*" If I ve> I, for fiw>Iai.e, seek the sun, 

i ^ 

“ Life means with me successfo! feigntng deatbi 
Lying slone-hkc, eluding notice sO, ' ’ \ 
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FtW^ing hcnre the tdrf and there the &ky. 

Siq^ose tba.t nuu) had been instead of this ! ” 

Conti laughed into my ear, 
tripped tip to^ the raised ]ilaf e where I sat — 

** Coasihf^t flung thwn brulishly an(i.harJ ’ lojo 

Bccau$i? you must fee hurt, to look austere 
A% Ca^ponsacchi yonder, my tall friend 
** A^gazitig now* Ah, (iuido, you so dose? 

** Ke^ on yOur knees, do » Beg her to forgive ^ 

My cornet battered like a cannon-ball. lo j 5 

Good-l3ye, 1 'm gone *” — nor waited the reply. 

TItat night at supper, out my husband Ijrokc, 

** Why m$ that throwing, that butfooncry ? 

I am your dupe > WOiat man would daic 
** ^l^row comfits in a stranger lady’s lap ? 1020 ^ 

** *T knowledge of you bred such insolence 
** Ifl Oqpniisaccht ; he dared s&oot the bolt, 
tMnef Ctmtl foi^his btilking-horso, 

** jBt<twoO(dd yott see him this’once and*no more, 

r IV ^ 

^ always haunting hereabout 1025 


7 
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“ At the strcet-comer or the palacc-sidc, 

“ Publishing my hhame and your iropj^dence? 

* You are a wanton,— I a dupe, you thinkt 

*• <) Christ, wliat hinders that I kill her quick?” 

* 

VVheicat he drew his sword and feigrted a thrust, 

All this, now, — being not so strange to me, 

INed to such niisconco])tion day by day 
And bioken-in to bear, — I bore, this time, 

More quietly than woman shouhl perhaps ; 
Repeated the mere tiuth and Jicld my tongue^^ 

I'hen be saul, Since you plav the ignorant, 

“ 1 shall instruct you 'I’his amour, — commenced 

“ Or finished or inidw'a) m a< t, all ’s one, — 

IS ihc lown-Utlk ; so my revenge shall be. ' 

“ Does he presume be^ ause he is a pribst ? 

1 w^arn him that the swoid I wear shall pitlk ^ 

“ His hly-sccnted t assock through and throtij(fi| 
Ni^xi time I catch him undernerth y<»ir cam I 

< I 

But he had threatened with the sword $o oA . C 


*030 


'035 


,1040 . 




i |aid WMi, ** Let (^od save the innocent < 
Mtffeover, death is far from a bad fate.* 

I f 

I smU ^ 'j^my for you and me, not him , 

And then I look ft) sleep, come death or, worse, 


.So,Islcpt 


t045 
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There may ly vc elapsed a week, 
When Mai|;henla, — called iny waiting-maid, 

Whenn it is said husband found too fair — 

Who stood and heard the charge and the reply, 

Who never once would let the matter rest 1055 

From that night forward, but rang changes still 
On thisthc thrust and that the shame, and how 
dood^use for jealousy mres jealous fools, 
itfut a paragon was this same priest 

about until I stopped my ears,— 1060 


^ A week is gone ; you comb your hatr, 
mone in a comer, cheek on oalm. 


in a comer, c heck on palm, 

comes round again, — so, waste a week 

^ V' ’^4 • * 

** As husband menaced you in sport. 




ikme acquaintance with his tricks ? 1065 
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“ Oh rio, he dui not htab the scrv'ing-man 

'* Who made and sang the rhymes abput me once -I 

“ For why? ITiey sent him to the wars next dAy* 

** Nor poisoned ho the foreigner, my friend,^ 

** Who wagered on the whiteness of tny breast,-^ 1070 

“ The sw^Tlh skins of our tily in cli*^ute : 

U * 

“ h’or, though he jjaid me piopei cofn|diment, 

“ The Count well knejv he was besotted with 
Sonicbodjr else, a skin as black as ink, * 

“ (As all the town knw save my foreigner) 1075 

He found and wedded presently, — ‘Why need 
“ ‘ Hi^ittcr re\ enge ? ' — the Count asked. But what here ? 
“ A priest, that docs not fight, and cannot wed, 

^'et must be dealt with ’ If the Count took fire 
“ For the poor paslnnc of a minute, — ^me — ‘ «8o 

“ What were tlie conflagration for yourself, • ^ 

“ Countess and lady-wife and all the rest? 

The priest will perish ; you will grieve too iitt ; 

“ So shall the cUy-ladies’ handsogiest 
Frankestt and libcralcst gentlemas^ 
i, Die for you, to appease a scurvy dog ‘ 

Hanging 's too good for. Is there no escape? 



¥ 
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** Wcireit BOt simple Christian charity ^ 

** warn the, priejt be on his guard, — save him 
Assured death, save younicif from causing it ? 

“ I mert bim^in the street Give me a glove, 

* A rirtg to show foi^tokcn ’ Mum’s the word ! ** 

I answered, “ If you were, as styled, my maid, 

0 

“ I would command you : as you tye, you say, 

My husbaWs intimate, —assist his wife 
Who nothing but entreat * Be still ! ’ 

Evtft if you speak truth and a crime is planned, 
** luieave help to God as i am forcefl to do ’ 

** There is no other cause, oi wc sliould craze, 

** Seeing such ml with no human cuie. 

Reflect that God« who makes the storm desist, 
violent heart subside. 

'ii \vj^y should we venture teach Him governance ? 
f^dress me on this subject more ! ” 

’ ' , 

iMnt nlj^.fdie said, "il^ut I.wcnt, ail the same, 

, f ' » a 

rwAy^ law your Caponsacchi in his house, 
sttt&d with news I must « 
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I told him, ‘ Sir, my mistress is a stone : 
u t -VVhy should you harm her for no gooti you g^fct ? 

“ * For you doliarm lier — prowl about our plUce * mo 
“ 'With the Count never distant half the street, 

“ ‘Lurking at every (orner, would ySu look! 

“ ‘ ’I'is certain she hns witched you ^ith a spcli 
“ ‘ Are there not other beauties at your beck? 

“ ‘ We all know, Domia This and Monna That mj 

‘‘ ‘ Die fo;;^ glance of yours, yet here you gaSe ! , 

“ ‘ Clo make them grateful, Ic.ive the stone its- cold t 
“ And he — oh, he tunicd fust white and then red, 

And then— ‘ To her behest I bow myself, 

“ ‘ Whom I love with my boily and my soul : ’ Ij^o 

“ ‘ Only a >vord i* tlic bowing * See, 1 write 
** * One little word, no harm to see or hear I 
“ ‘ Then, fear no further I ’ This is what he turrote*. 

“ I know you cannot igad, — therefore, lot me 1 

.... 

But I took i* from her hand ' 

# 

And tore U into shreds. " Why, join the test . 

Who harm me ? Have I ever dbne yw 
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“ Pcopd* liave told roe 't is you wrong myself- 
" 1 ^ SitflSoc I ei^et feel no wrong 1 130 

" 'Cir jbigive it,— '/et you turn my fo^. 

** The -pthew bun^nie and you throw a noose ! " 

R^e ixiUttQredy “ Ha’^ your \silful Wsiy ! ** I slept. 

WliereupOft . . no, 1 leave my husband out ! 

It h not toVlo him more hurt, 1 speak. 1135 

Let jt suffice^ when misery was most, 

f 

One day, I swooned and got a respite so. 

Rhe stooped as 1 was slowly coming to, 

TWb Maigherita, ever on iny trace, 

Altd whispered — Caponsacchi ’ ” 1140 


^ ,1" Ifldrowmed, 

But W^ole afloat i* the w-ave with upturned eyes, 

i 

the« first sight was a star ' I turned— 

Pjjt thi^ limei 1 let her have her will, 

ife«i4 iwjssively, — ^“T^ic intposthume at such boafl, 1145 

** one lancetpunc^ire wouf<^ relieve, — 

Abmce the good physician's way 
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“ WTxoarids you of the toimont in a trice f 

“ Still he writes letters you lefuse to hear ^ 

** He may prevent your husband, kill himself^ ^ riS© 

“ So desperate and ail fordone is he ! 

w * 

“ Just hear the pretty verse he madc^to-day I 
“ A sonnet from ]Mi«iillo. * Picflcs^J^air . , 

m 

“ All poetry is difficult to read, t 
“ — The sense of it is^ an)ho%v, he seeks 1155 

“ J.cave to contri\e you an escape from hell. ‘ 

“ And for that purpose ask& an interview. 

“ 1 can write, 1 ran grant il in }our name, 

•* Or, wdiat is better, load )OU to his house. 

“ Vour husband dashes >ou against llic stones > ri6o 
This man would plat c carh fragment in a shrine : 

“ You hate him, love }our husband ! 


I 

Tl IS not true I love my husband,— no> 

Nor lute this man. I listen wliile you speaks" t tC^ > 

- - Asr red that what you say isy^tsej the sanies 

• * . > 

“ Much as when once, to me a little child, 

rough gaunt man in rags, with i^es on &e^ 
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A crowd of boys and idlers at his heels, • 
I^U^ed as 1 crossed the Square, and held my head 
In his two hands, * Here ’s she will let fhe speak ! 1 1 7 1 
♦ Vott little girl, whose eyes do good to mine, 

‘ t am the Pope, am Sextus, now the Sixth ; 

And tj^at Ttpelftlt Innocent, procjkiimed to-day, 

*•' * Is Lu£ifer disguised in human flesh ! * 1175 

** ‘ TheVigels, met in conclave, crowned me ! ' — thus 
He gibbeted and I listened ; but I knew 
** All was delusion, ere folks interj>osc(l 
“ * Unfasten him, the maniac •’ Thus I know 
** All your report of Caponsacchi false, j i8o 

" Folly or dreaming ; I have seen so much 
" By thitt adventure at the spectacle. 

The fece I fronted that one first, last time : 

'^.J^n. 'ii^ld belie it by such words and thoughts. 

, '**„‘nwifdbre while you profess to show him me, 1185 
* fir® ^ his own face. Get you gone ! " 


’** I, nor o’^pe open mouth again, — 

i*f h^t^.jSaipt.loseph and the Holy Gliost I 
be the damage, so adieu ! ” 


8 
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And s« more days, more deeds I must forget, irgo 
Till . . what a strange thing now is declare ! 

Since I say anything, say all if true ! 

And how rny life seems lengthened as to seire! 

It may be idle or inopportune, * 

llul, true^ -why, wkit was all 1 saii^ but truths ri95 

' o 

I'Ai n when 1 found that such as aro untrue 
Could only take the V^dh in through a lie? 

Now — 1 {vm speaking trutli to the Truth’s self : ^ 

God will lend credit to my words this time, 

• 

It had got half through April I arose i:too 

One vi\jd daybreak, — who had gone to bed 
In the old way my w’ont those last three years, 

Careless until, the cup drained, I should die. 

1'he last sound in my ear, the over-night, 

Had been a something let drop on the sly , i ?05 

In prattle by Margherita, ‘‘Soon enough 
“ Gaieties end, now Easter 's j^ist : a week, 

< ‘ And«rhe Archbishop gels bito lj*ick to Roaie^“ 

** Ever}’onc loaves the town for Rome, thfe Spribjl^ 

Even Caponsacclii, out of heart and hopf^ * 
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** Resigns himself and follows with the floc^.” 

][ this drop a^d drop like rain outside 
' through the darkness while sh% spoke : 

So had X heard with like indiffcrenrc, 

“ Ahd Midiaers paif of wings wnll arrive first 1215 
Ai Rotu^y to introduce the companry, 

** And bear him from*our picture where he fights 
Satan,— expect to have that draggn loose 
And'OevA' a defender ! ” — my sole thought ^ 

Being stilly as night came, Done, another day ^ 1220 

How good to sleep and so get nearer death ! *' — 

When* what, first thing at day-break, pierced the sleep 
With a summons to me ? Up I sprang alive, 

Light in me, light without me, everywhere 

Cbaxige I A broad )ellow sun-beam was let fall 1225 

Fro)rb heaven to earth, — a sudden drawbridge lay, 

Along which marched a myriad merry motes, 

t]|e flies that crossed them and recrossed 
' lii compat)i(y)s neW-bom too. 

a dripping shag of weed tajtf 

(-on each dull grey lattice.8quare, 



(t; JitieB another bird leapt by. 
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And h^ht was oiV, and lo was back again, 

Always with one voice, — where aic tyo such joys?— ^ 
The blessed building- sparrow ' I stepped forth, 1235 
Stood on tlie ten ace, —o’er the roofs, such sky! 

M> hcait sang, ** T too am to go awAv, 

I too have sometluitj? 1 must care al^/Out, 

f 

“ Cairy away with me to Rome, tod’lotnc ! 

t 

“ 1’lu’ Imd bnngs IntVer sticks ami hairs and wool, 1240 
“ And nqjyhcre else 1’ the woild ; what fly breaks noir 
Falls out of the procession that befits, 

*' From window here to \indoNv there, with all 
“ 'J'hc woild to <lioo‘'e, - so well he knows his coiirs 
1 have ray piiifio.sc and my motive too, 12 • 

Mv march to Rome, like any bird or fly ! 

' Hid I been dead ’ How' right lo be alive 1 
“ Last night I almost prayed for leave to die, 

“ Wished Guido all his jileasurC with the sword , 

“ Or the poison, — poison, sword, was but a ^cle, 1:250 
“ Harmless, may God forgive l^'m the poor jest! 

My HL* is chaimed, will tiljiJ reach Rome! 

* j 

Yesterday, but for the sin, — ah, oameless be r 
“ The deed 1 could hare dared asaiast mya^]' 
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“ Now-— see if 1 will touch an unripe fruit, •- 1 255 
“ ^nd risk the hea4h T want to have and use ! 

Not to live, now, would be the wickedness, — 

“ For life mews to make haste and go to Rome 
' \nd leave Arezzo, ^eave all woes at once ’ ” 


understand here, b\ no means mistake ' 1260 

“MC ago had I tried to leave that Ju)iise 
.n it seemed ‘-u<h procedure would st(»p siii ^ 
ilill fillet) more the mote ^ incd — at fust 
hbishop, as I told >ou, — ne.xt, our lord 
ernor, — hulcctl 1 louinlr." )}. 1265 

> the great ^ ahu'e whcK* h. rales. 

1 . j J kne>\ well d was he sdio, — when f gave 

-.wel 01 two, thciijaielves had given me, 
riick to my parents, - since they wanted bread, 
fbey Hvlio had never let me want a nosegay, —he X270 
Spoke the jail foi (cdons, if they kept 
What, was ^first theirs, thci^mine, so doubly theirs, 

^ the while mj^hmsCand’s most^of all I *** 
who had spoke^e word wTought this : 

I fled 1275 
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To the*Oovcrnor, as 1 say, — scarce opened lip 
When — the cold cruel snicker close l^ehind — 

Guido was on my trace, already there, 
lixchanging nod and wink for slmig and smiley 
And I— pushed back to him and, fof my pains^ 1280 
Paid with but why remember wlftit is past ^ 

I sought out a poor friar the people* call 

<* f, 

'Phe Roman, and confessed my sm which came 
(.)f Ihcir — that fact couhl not be rofiressed,— 

1 'hc fnghtfulness of niy despair in God : 1285 

And, feeling, through tlie grate, his hoiror shake, 
Implored him, “ Wiite for me who cannot write, 

“ Apprise my paicnt.s, make them rescue me I 
“ You bid me be courageous and trust God : 

“ Do you in turn dare somewhat, trust and write 1290 
‘ Dear friends, w^ho used to be my parents once^r 

* ‘ And now declare you have no part in me, 

‘ This IS some riddle 1 w’ant wit to solve, . 

‘‘ ‘ Since )ou must love me wit^ no diffeirencij, 

* * Kvtti supix)se you altered^— tjjcre 's your 

* #* 

“ ‘ To ask for : hate of you^ro dekrest Ones 
“ ‘ T shall find liker love tlian love found berOjV 


PrWPlLlA. 63 

^ If husbaadsilovc their wives. I'ake me away • 
hat? me as^ou do the gnats and fleas, 

* Even the scoii)ioT)S ! How I shall rejoice * * 1300 

“ Write that save me I *’ And he promised — wrote 
Or did not write ; things never changed at all ; 

Qe was net like the ?Viigustinian hero ’ 

Last, in a despe^tior? I appealed 

To friends, whoever wished me better days, 1505 

To GuUlichtni, that ’s of kin, — “Wlut, I — 

“ Travel to Rome lyith you ? A flying gout 
“ Bids me deny my heart and mind my leg ! ’’ 

Then I tried Conti, used to brave — laugh back 

The louring thunder when his cousin scowled 1310 

At me protected by his presence • “ You — 

“ Who well know’ wlmt you cannot save me from, — 

'• Cfsof me <^1 WTiat frightens you, a priest ? ” 

his fiead, looked grave— “Above my strength 1 , 
‘‘ ‘hat scratch, shows feline teeth; 1315 
“ A fixl than k dare fret : 

'dog to deal^itlt' twice Uie |Lze ! 
j. aim a priest alh^anon too, 

, !>ye . . thou^ both, not quite so bold 
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“ As hffi, my fellow Canon, brother-priest, Tjaio 

The personage in such ill odour h^e 
“ Because of llie reports — pure birth o' the brain ! 

“ Our Caj)onsacchi, he *s your true Saint George 
‘‘ To slay the monster, set the Princess free, 

“ And have tlie ^\h^He Iligh-Altar t6 himself ; « 1395 

“ I always tliink so wlicn 1 see tha< 

‘* 1 ’ the Picvc, that ’s^his church and mine, you know ; 

** I’houjii you drop eyes at mention of his name I** 

( 

That name had got to take a half-grotesque 

l-lalf-onnnous, u holly enigmatic sense, 1330 

Like any bye-word, liroken bit of song 

Born with a meaning, changed by mouth and mouth 

'Fhiil mix It m a sneer or smile, as chancO 

Bids, till It now means nought but ugliness . 

And perhaps shame. f J 3 S 

—All jthis intends to say, 

^ Ttel?»t)ver-night, the notion<-of ^ape 
Had seemed distemper, iire^vning : and the Xki£me 
Not the man, but the nailie of him, thus 
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Into a mockery and disgrace, — why, she • 1340 

Who uttered it persistently, had laughed, 

** I name his name, and there you start and wince 

As criminal, from the red tongs* touch ! *' — ^yet now, 

Now, as I stood Icttmg mom bathe me bright, 

('hoosin^whidi butftrfly should bear my news, — 1345 

• • 

The white, the browrf one, or that tmier blue, — 

# A* 

The Marghenta, I detested so, • 

In she came — ** 'fhe fine day, the good Spring ‘4me ' 
What, up and outsat window ? I'hat is best. 

** No tndught of C'lponsacchi ? — who stood there 1350 
All night on one leg, like the sentry crane. 

Under the pelting of your water-spout — 

IxToked last look at your lattice ere he leave 
Our city, bury hi ^ dead hope at Rome. 

“ Ay, go to looking-glass and make you fine, 1355 

While he may die ere touch one least loose hair 
** You drag at with the comb in such a rage ’ *' 

• 

I tutted — ** Tell Capon'^'lf clff he may co^ne ! ” 

? 

** Tali him to corned Ah, buJSor charity, 

yojL tii. 


9 
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“ A trifce Lo fooling 1 Come ? What, — come this eve ? 

Peter and Paul * But I see through the trick ! i 
“ Yes, come, and take a flower-pot on his head, 

“ Piling from your terrace * No joke, sincere truth 

ft 

I low plainly i penxhvcd hell flash a?iti fade « 

O’ the face of herj —ihc doubt that first paled joy, 1365 

'Then, final rcassuramw: I indeed 

Was (aui,'hi now, never to be free again ' 

What did I carc^- vnIio felt mvsclf of force 

" * 

'lo plav with silk, and spurn the horsehair-spnnge 

“ But —do you know that I have bade him come, 1370 
^ And in your o\^n name? 1 presumed so much, 

** Knowing the thing you needed m your heart. 

“ But somehow — what had I to show in proof? 

He woulil not come : half-promised, that was all, 

And wiote the letters you refused to read. 1375 

" What is the message that sh^ll move iiim now?/' 

*• 

After the A\e Maria, al f^’dark, 

“ I will be standing on tji6 terrace, say !” 

* t 
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Off she went — l^fay lie not refuse, that *s all-* 

Feaxing a Inck * ” • 


^ 'P^MPILIA. 

I would I liad a good long lock of hair 
** Should prove 1 w^s not lying 1 Never mind ' ” 


I ansv\ered, “ He will Come.” 
And, aft day, I sent prayer like inceiibe up 
To God tile strong, Ciod the beneficent, 13S5 

God ever mindful in all sinfe and strait, 

Who, for our own*good, makes the need cxticme. 

Till at the last He puts lorth might and saves. 

An old rhyme came into my bead and rang 

Of how a virgin, for the faith of God. 1,^90 

Hid herself, from tlie Va}nims that pursued, 

In a cave's heart ; until a thunderstone, 

Wrapped in a flame, revealed the couch and prey . 

And tliey laughed — “ Thanks to ligiitning, ours at bfst ! 
And she cried, “ Wrath jol God, assert His lo\c ’ 1395 

Servant of God, thou firy, befriend His child I ” 

And lo, the fire she gra^d fixed its flash, 
lay tit her hand a calm coiA^dreadful sword 
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She l)ra;j<h.shed till jjiusuers stJcwxd the ground, 

So did the souls AMlhin them die away^ 1490 

As o’er tJie prostrate bodies^ swordecl, safe, 

She walked forth* to the solitudes and C'lirist : 

c 

So should 1 grasp the lightning and he saved ’ 

« « 

And still, *as the day wore, the troidje giew 
Whereby I gae')sed thtjfe* would be born a star, 140" 
tbUii at an intense throe of tlu* dusk 
1 started up, wms pushed, I dirt to say, 

0 

Out on the Icrrare, leaned .ipd ,»l Ia>t 

Where the <lchvcier waited me the ^ame 
Silent and solemn fate, I lii^l denned 14 

At the spertadc, confronteil mine onto more. 


So was that minute tw'icc vou^h^nfcd me, so 
'riie manhood, wasted then, w^as still at vvatcli 
'fo sa\e me yet a second time . no change 
Here, though all else changed in^the changing wof 


1 spoke on the instant, as nty dj^y bade. 

In some such sense as this, ^jimatcver the phrase. 


s 


141a 
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(>9 

’'nend, foolish words wo!c boinc from you to , 

V'j)ur soul behind tiiem js the f>urc stiong wind, 

Not dust and fcatlKis wiiuh Us IjrtMtli may bear • 1420 
' i.r e lo the^viilcss set m the wiiul itself, 

'*■ - 1 provm«jj thus iBe fust of it they feel. 
l''’>v miscliance \(;»? bkv. e nty wa\, 

" ^ * straw’s are i!ic w ad no w'hit, 

# 

how siith 4iay. \v<je < ni,i![hi in the stieol 14?^ 
• look ii moU/'iJ fioin y-v', wiiy inquire? 
i * ' > iru* ori'; son\ no weak ilisguise, 

* ■ ' ' hIj\ d.nild ' iloulit It truth ? — 

\ o St. ' • ([ ' im‘\. as pi.eas are bound, 

aid cai about Uie, »ri,tevr.is I ain, 145c 

h\r a'' widi n»\ po ) : — diu 1 niaele 
taJ'e to intunitc He wxiK \o'i r\i 
iM ‘ivinp me- -what e/^e can Jit dircrl ? 

}b_ ' IS tin bcr\ite S n- » . i<»* \vhjie now, 

* ir» ’n < ouisc o( bt aij^ \a\* 10 'it^ath J435 

V.'hi , death contcrued nfc?liunp but me, I bowed 

"h; .'ad and ba* in iicjit! niy husband fetnkc 
w imperil something ri oict it secm:>, 
tiling that ’s^trulier me th«n this myself. 
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• 

“ Soirfcthing I trust in Gorl and you to save. 1440 

“ \o{\ go to Rome, they tell me : take me there, • 

f 

“ Put me bark with niy jjcople ! " 


lie replied — 

The first word F heard ever from hts lips, 

All himself in it, — an eternity • 1445 

Of speech, to malclwthe immc\iburable depth 
O' the«ul tliat then bioke silence — “ I am*) ours.” 

So did the star rise, soon to lead my step, 

I^ad on, nor pause before it should stand still 
Above the House o' the lUbi*, — my babe to be, 1450 
That knew me first ami thus made me know him, 

That had his light of life and claim on mine, 

And w'ould not let me die till he was bom, 

But pricked me at the heart to save us both, 1454 

Saying “ Have you the will ? Leave God the way f ” 
And the way was CaponsaccUi — ** mine,” thank God ‘ 

‘ H?^as mine, Jie is mine, *he will be mine. 

No^pause 1’ the leading^nd the light I I know, 
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Next night there was a cloud atrne^ and not he ; , 

But^I prayed through the darkness till it broke 1460 

And let him shine. The second night, ht*came. 

• 

t 

The plan is rash ; tl^ project <lesperatc : 

In such a flight ne^ids must I risk jjour life, 

# • 

“ Give fodd for falsehood, folly or mistake, 

“ Ground for your husband's rancour and revenge ” — 

So he begar^ again, with the same face. 1 466 

I felt that, the s?imc loyalty — one star 
TurSjng now red that was so white before — 

One service a[)preliended newly : just 
A word of mine and there the white was back ' 1470 

No, friend, for you will take me ’ ’T is yourself 
“ Risk xH, not I, — who let you, for I trust 
“ Itt the compensating great God ; enough I 
1 know you : when is it that you will come ? ** 

« 

’* To-monrow at the day's dajj'n." Then I heard 2 , 47 St 
What I should do ; how u prejiare for flight 
to fly. 
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• ^ — ^ 

1 ha I in^ht my husband bade 

— You, whom T loathe, beware yo\j break iny sleepy 
“ 'I'hib whole » Couch beside me like the corpse 
“ 1 w'ould >oii were » *’ 'I he test you know, 1 tliirtk^ — 
How 1 found Caponsacclu and eseSped. 1482 

And this man, men (al! sinner? Jusus Christ! * 

% 

Of whom men said, lyth inoutii^ 'riiyself mad’st once, 

“ He hath a devil” — say he was Thy saint, * 1485 

My Cai»()nsarchi * Shield and sliow — unshroud 

In Thine own lime llic glory ol the soul 

If aught obscurcv-“'if ink*sj.ot, fioin vile pens 

Scribbling a charge against him'—(I was glad 

Then, fur the first tune, that I could not wute)— 1490 

hinted his w^ay, have decked the blaze ! 


For me* 

'T IS otherwise ; let men take, sift iny thoughts 
— Thoughts I throw' like the flax for sun to bleach ! 
k ditlaiijray, do pray, in the p^^er shall die, 14^5 

“ Oh, to have Caponsacclfi foi^lny guide ! ” 

Ever the face u]>turncd to mine, dte hand 
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■ — “ 

Holding my hand across the world,— a sense 

*n^at reads, as only jsiich can read, the mark 

God sets on woman, signifying so 1500 

She should — shall peradvcntuio—be divine , 

Yet 'ware, the while, 4 iow weakness mars the print 
And mak^s confusic^i, leaves the thing men see, 

—Not this man sces,r-who from his soul, rc-wntes 
The obliterated cliartcr, — love and^strength 1505 

Mending w*hat *s marred. “ So kneels a votaris^ 

“ Weeds some poor waste traditionary plot 
t(hierc shune once was, where temple yet may be. 
Purging the place but worshipping the while, 

** By faith and not by sight, sight clearest so, — 1510 

** Such way the saints work,” — says Don Celestinc. 

But I, not privileged to see a saint 

Of old when such walked earth with crown and palm, 

If I call saint” wiiat saints call something else — 

The saihts must bear with me, impute the fault 1515 
To soul i’ the bud, so starved by ignorance, 

Stinted Of warmth, it will not blow this year 
Nor recognize the orb which S'Jiring-flower.s know, 
ftil# meanwhile some insect with a heart 


vou Ml, 


10 
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Worth fjoods of Ja/y music, spendthrift joy — 

Some fire-fly i enounced Spring for my dwaifed cup, ^ 
OejJt close to me, brought lustre for the dark, 

Comfort agriinst the (old, — what though excess 
Of comfoit should uns< all the creatine — sun? 

What did the sun to binder while har'.h hands < 1525 

lY*tal by pct.vl, (rude and toloinicss .. 

t 

'Fore me ? 'i'liis one l].eaU gave me all the Spring ! 

€ 

Is all told > I'here ’s the journey . and where *s time 
To tell you how that heait buisi out in shine ^ 

Yet ( ertiiin jioinls do picss on me too hard. 1530 

Kach place must ha\e a name, though I forget : 

How strange it ^^as— iliero wheie the plain begins 
And the small river mitigates its flow — 

When eve was fading last, and my soul sank, 

And he divined \Nhat surge of bitterness, 1535 

In ovei taking me, would float me back 
Whence I was carried by the striding day — 

Son “iiThis grey place was fasnous once,” said he — 

I 

And he began that legend < 5 f the place 
As if m answer to the unspoken fear, 


tS4^ 
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And told me all about a brave man dead, 

Wj[iicb lifted me un^l let my soiil jjo on ! 

How did he know too, --at that town's aI)proa<h 
By the rock-s^ide, — that in foming near the signs 
Of life, the house-rocTfs and the church and tower, i S45 
1 saw th^old bouniftiry and wall o' the world 
Rise plain as ever rownd me, hard and cold, 

As if the broken circlet lomed aga#n. 

Tightened *itself about me v\ith no break, - 

As if the town would liiru Arezzo’s self, — 1550 

The husband there, — the friends my enemies, 

All ranged against me, not an avenue 

To tiy, but would be blocked and drive me back 

On him, — this other, . , oli the heart in that’ 

Did not he fimi, bring, put into my arms 1555 

A new-born babe? — and 1 saw faces beam 
Of the young mother proud to teach me joy, 

And gossips round expecting my surprise 

At the sudden hole thrcnjgh earth that lets in heaven. 

I could believe himself by his strong will 
Had woven around me what i thought the world 
We went along in, every circumstance, 
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? 

1 owns,#flowers and faces, all things helped so well ! 

For, through the journey, was it natui^al t 

Such ( omfort sliould aiise from first to last? 1565 

As T look bark, all is one milky way ; , 

Still bettered more, the more lemeiffbered, so 
Do new stars bud while I but search'for old, 

\nd fill all gaps i* the glory, and grtfw him— 

Him I now see make #he shine everywhere. 1570 

Fvcn at/he last Svhen the bewildered flesh, 

'I’lie ( loud of weariness about iny soul^ 

( 'logging too heavily, sucked down all sense, — 

Still Its last voice was, “ He wall watch and care ; 

‘ Let the strength go, I am content: he stays* ” 1575 

I doubt not he did stay and care for all — 

j’loin that sick minute when the head swam round, 

'\nd the eyes looked their last and died on him, 

As m his arms he caught me, and, you say, 

Carried me in, that tragical red eve, 1 580 

And laid me where I next returned to life 
IiT other red morning, Wo red plates 
rhat crushed together, crushed the time between, 

And are since then a solid fire to me, — ^ 

c 
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JL_? 

When in, my dreadful husband and the world • 1585 
Broke, — ^and I saw him, master, by hell’s right, 

And saw my angel helplessly held back 
By guards that helped the malice— the lamb prone, 

The serpent towering 5 nd triumphant— then 

Qame all the strengtli back in a suddVn swell, 1590 

I did for^once see right, do right, give tongue 

The adequate protest ; for a worm Must turn 

If It would have its wrong observed by God « 

I did spring up, attempt to thrust aside 

That ice-block ’twixt the sun and me, lay low 1595 

The neutralizer of all good and tmth. 

If I sinned so, — never obey voices more 

O’ the Just and Terrible, who bids us — “ Bear ’ ” 

Not— Stand by, bear tp see my angels bear 
I ara clear it was on impulse to serve God 1600 

Nqt save myself, — no — nor my child unborn ! 

(►I,' . . * 

Hot I eljae waited patiently till now ? — 

Who SAW toy old kind parents, silly-sooth 
And too much trustful, for tWir worst of/aults, 

Cheated, brow-beaten, stripped lind starved, cast out 
Into die kennel ; J[ remonstrated, 
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Then fianjc to silence, for,— tlieir woes at end, 

» 

Themselves gone, — only I was left to plague. 

If only I was threatened and belied, 

What matter ? I could bear it and did b^ar ; i6io 
it was a comfort, still one lot for 511 : 

They were not pci ‘Rented fur my sike 

•l 

And I, estranged, llic single happy one. 

But when at last, alliiy myself I stood 

Obeyuig the dear voice whicli bade me rise," *615 

Not for my own sake but my babe unborn, 

And lake the angel’s hand was sent to help — 

And found the old adversary athwart the path — 

Not my hand sinipl}' struck from the angel’s, but 
The very angel’s self made foul 1’ the face ^620 

Bv the fiend who struc k there, — that I would not bear, 
That only I resisted ! So, my first 
And last resistance was invincible. 

Prayers move God } threats, and nothing else, moVe 
men ! 

Tiitost have praj^'ccl a man 5 is he were God 1625 

When I implored the Gefvernor to right 

My parents* wrongs : the answer was a.smile, 

« * 
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^ ^ 

The Archbishop, — did I clasp lus feet enough, • 

Hid^ my face hotly cyi them, while 1 told 
^More than I dared make my own mother know ? 1630 

* The profit was~compassion and a jest. 

This time, the foolish ^Arayers were done with, right 
Used mighi, and soleflmizcd the spore at once. 

All was against the combat . vantage, mine ? 

The runaway avowed, the acrompliowife, 1635 

In company wuli the jilan-contriving priest ? , 

Yet, shame thus lank and patent, I struck, bare, 

At foe from head to foot in magic mail. 

And off it Withered, robvv cb-armoury 

Against the lightning * T was truth singed the lies 1640 

And saved me, not the vain sword nor weak speech ’ 

You see, I will not have the service fail ! 

I say, the angel saved me : I am safe I 

Otliers may want and wish, I wish nor want 

One point o* the circle plainer, where I stand 1645 

Traced round about with w^hiitf to front thje world. 

What of the calumny I came acr8«»s, 

Wji^l o’ the way to^the end ? — the end crowns all. 
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The jiidgcs juilged aright i* the main, gave me 
The uttermost of my heart’s desire, truce 
From torture Aid Aiez^o, balm for hurt, 

With the quiet nuns, — God recompense the good ! 

Who said and sang away the ugly past. 

And, when my linaK fortune was regaled, 

What safety while, amid my parents’ arms, 1655 

My babe was given ijfie ’ Yes, lie saved my babe : 

Jt woi4|:l not have peeped forth, the bir(J-hkrf thing, 
Throiigli that Are/zo noise and trouble : back 
Had It returned nor e\er let me see ’ 

But tlie sweet peace cured all, and let me live if»6o 

.-Ynd give iny bird the life among the leaVes 

God meant him ’ Weeks and months of quietude* 

I could lie in such peace and learn so much — 

Begin the task, I sec how needful now, 

Of understanding somewhat of my past, — 1665 

Know life a little, I should leave so soon. 

Therefore, because tliis man restored my 

fsMias been rifjht ; 1 have-gamed my gain, enje^ed 

As well as suffered, — na^^, got foretaste too 

Of better life beginning where this ends-!- 1670 
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tliKmgh the breatbing-while allowed me thus,, 
•JV^h let good ijfeyionitions reach my soul 
•Vhlhtfirted, and benignant influence flo^ 
intetpeivstrate and change my heart, 

by what Was wicked, — nay, unkind 
^Fdr; as tke weakne^fe of my time drew nigh, 

Nobody did me one disservice more, 

Spql^O ixildly or looked strangely, broke the love 
1 lj?y iti the arms of, till my boy was bom, 
i Born all in IdVc, with nought to spoil the bliss 

I • 

A wboje'long fortnight : m a life like mine 
A foctnight filled with blibs is long and much. 
aPe'not modiers of a boy, 
they Uve twice the length of my whole life, 
'.^n^'^th^ hiQcy, happily all the same. 

i*y, then, all my great fortnight long, 
jt.w^ld continue, broaden out 

and more, and lead to heaven : 
me, — not that a chance? 
CJod's birtkrbcfore— 
likest God in being born. 

Maiy, had my babe 
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Lying a^little on my breast like hers* 

So all went on till, just four days ago^ 

The night and tiic Up* 

O it shall be sua:ess 

To the whole of our #pooT family < Ny friends ,, 

. . Nay, lather and motlicT,— give rpe back my word 1 
They have been rudely stripped of life, disgiacecf 
Like children who must needs go clothed too &ne, 1700 
Carry the garb of Carnival in Lent : 

If they too much affected frippery, 

Thc'y have been punished and submit themselves. 

Say no word all is over, they sec God 

Who will not be extreme to mark their fault 1705 

Or He had granted respite : they are safe* 

For that most woeful man my husband once, 

AMio, needing respite, still draws vital breath, 

I-rUNirdon him ? So far as lies jn me, 

I Mn^ httn for his good the life he takes, ‘ 

t * 

Praying die world will therefore acquiesce. 

I.ct him make God amends,— none^ ncme^to $a(t 
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thank him rather that, whereas strange fate • 

^ Miisikmj^y ^(tylid him husband and me wife, 
f Ilitnsdf ibis way at least pronounced divorce, 1715 
the m^nriage-bond r this blood of mine 
Flies forth exultingly At any door, 

\Va8hes the parchmefit white, and thanks the blow. 

We shaQ not meet in tliis world nor the next, 

But where will God l>e absent? In Flis face 1720 
1 $ light, but in His shadow healing too • 

J^et Gnido touch the shadow and be healed I 
And ii ttty presence was importunate, — 

My. earthly ^OOd, temptation and a snare, — 

I. *# 

Nothing about me but drew somehow down 1725 


His bi^eupon me, — somewhat so excused 

since hate was thus the truth of him, — 
. SiOy .my" evnnishment for evermore 
, fOrthfet to tclieve the heart tlmt cast ^ 
of ks natural loathing fortli i 
nntadt); he nowuKi made himself: 

. rt^Jdve him, but hi; mother did. 

'<^'■'’7 ^ ■■■ • 

iUisid oever Iain beside my soul : 

bodyj-^-tbanks t 
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He burned that garment spotted by the flesh 1 ' ^ „ »! 735 ' 
Whatever he touched is rightly rtunod : plague 
It caught, and clisinfection it had craved , ' 

Still but for Guido ; 1 am saved through hgn 
So as by fire ; to him —'thanks and*fare\vcll 1 

I‘>*on for my babe, my boy, there’s safety thence— ^ if 40^ 
hroni the sudden dcafh of me, I mean : we poor 
Weak -^ouls, how we endea\our to be strong !* 

I was already using up ray life, - 

'riiis poilion, non, sliould do him such a good, 

'Phis other go to keep oft such an ill ! , 1745 

'Phe gloat Ifte , sec, a breath .ind it is gone ! 

So IS detJt heil, so left ail by itself 

Phe little life, the kict whicJi means so much. 

.^hall not God stoop the kindlier to Uis 
His marvel of^creation, foot would crusb^ 

Now that the hand He trusted to redeive 
And hold it, lets the treasure fall perforce? 

Tiic, better ; Hc^shall have ih orphanage 
His own way all the cleaificr : if my babe 
iTiullivod the hour— and he has lived, W9 
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who knows I am\iot by. 
^'j^ipeMkes the! «oft gold hair turn black, 
tbngu«, might lie so long at rest, 


T|^^ tDtldk^ Let us leave God alone ! 

I doubt He will explain in time 
^lu^l fc«l now, buf foil to find the Vords? 

Hy babe nor was*, nor* is, nor yet shall be 

r |t 

CQVifli GttiUo Pranceschini’s child ok all — 
his toother’s, born of love not lute ' 
ptf 1 have tny rights in afler-time. 

It sdems 'absurd, impossible to-day; 

sM^nfos ^'iatuch else, not explained but known ! 

■j' ' 1''?' 


BS 
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. « ^ 

AH l ' '^Ftiends, I thank and bless you every one ! 
novv : I^wiibdraw from earth and man 
'ow^(90ul, compoijfi myself for God. 1 7 70 



is more ! Yes, my end of breath 
E my soul in being true 1 
not outside ^^ith the woj^d, 
a.jr tiave him in his rightful place ! 
tmm I am most upon the move^ 1775 
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• i r-., -nr--. 

1 feel tpr what I verify find— agam 

Tlie face, agam the eyes, again, through aU, 

The heart aneftts immeasurable love '' 

Of my one friend, my only, all my own, ^ 

Who put his breast between the spears and me. " ijSo 
Ever with Caponsaec hi * Otherwise 
Here alone would be failure, loss to me— 

w 

How much more los^to him, with life debarred 
From giving life, love locked from love*s display, iy$4 
'Phe day-stai stopped its task that makes night morn I 
O lover of my life, O soldier-saint, 

No w^ork begun shall e\ cr pause for death I 
Love will be helpful to me more and more 
I’ the coming course, tlie new* path I must tread, 

My weak hand m thy strong hand, strong for 
Tell him that if I seem without ^im now, 

That ’s the world’s insight * Oh, he understaihdi ^ 

He is at Civita — do I once doubt 
'1 he woild again is holding us^part? 

Ht? had been here, displayed m my behalf ^ 

The broad brow that reverberated the truth 
And dashed the word God gave him, bivk to 
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I tlie free soul is flown I My fate > 

l^iU^vojbeeti hard 1 k>r even him to bear : 
tiCfti it ohfrfirfri'him in the trust of God, ^ tSoo 

Stoiv^ how MUy he dared die deed * 

jfbr'ttt'e rdst,— say, frpm the deed, no touch 
C^liartd csitiie^ but ali’goodj'all happihess, ^ 

Not.onii frdnt fleck of failure ! Why explain ? 

WWt I see, oh, he sees and how mu':h more ! 1805 

Tett ||jte,>r«-j!*know not wherefore the true word 
^tbtlldi^de and fall unuttered at the last — 

If W$She nimae of him I sprang to meet 


Whefr.fatne the knock, the summons and the end. 1809 
" heart, my strong hand are back again ! ’* 

I hive, Sprang to these, beckoning across 

sf^ir gad bell gigrmtic and distinct 

posted t^ exclude me heaven : 
]^h'ii!gi^tdian^>to call and I to come ! 1814 

wear flowers when dressed for God? 
lit flowers from head to foot !_ 


flower of all hasaid and dijji, 
Jli|||^^^m''‘i^j|it'annOticed, hide unknown, 




[, haS' grown a balsam^trcp 
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• ^ ^ ^ _ ... , ..^ .. 

Wher<>of the blossoming perfumes the place j-Sao 

At this supreme of moments * He«is a priest ; 
lie cannot marry theiefore, which is right: 

I think he would not marry if he cx)uld» , 

Marriage on eaith seems sudi ^ counterfeit. 

Mere imitation of the inimitable . * 182ft 

In heaven we have the real and taie and sure, 

< 

T is there they ncitVer mairy nor are given 
In nw^mage but arc as the angels * right, 

Oh how right that is, how like Jesus Christ 

c 

To say that * Marnage making for the earth, l8j[0 
With gold so much, — birth, power, repute so mucli, 

(}r beaut) , youth so muc h, in lack of these * 

Jlc as the angtls rather, 11 ho, apart, 

Know themselves into one, arc found at length 
Miirned, but marry never, no, nor give , 

In marriage ; they are man and wife at onto 
W hen the true time is • here we have to 
Not so long neither ’ Couli we by a wfeh ^ 

Have what we will and get<t}ie future notr* 

Would we wish aught dene undone iii 

So, let him wait God’s instant meo caV yeani;\' 



IKlwnUA. 


*9 


hoJd hard by truth and his great soul, « 
Dc^tMtlrttio duty i ^Through such souls alone 
God stooj^ng jdtows sufficient of His hghf 

U9 1* d^k to rise by. And 1 rise. 1 845 
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vin. 

1X)MINUS HYACINTHUS' t>l 
ARCHANGEUS, 

PAUPKRUM PROCURATOR 

An, my Cliacinto, he \s no rudely rogue, 

Is not Cinone ^ What, to-day we ^re eight ? 

Seven and one ’s eight, I hope, old curly-pate. 

-Rr.incbes me out his verb-tree on the slal^ 

.‘tmo -rtrr*/ --aiu/n -^are-ans^ 

Up to person, tense, and mood|' 

Quids, me cum subjunritvo (I could cay) ' ’ 

And chews Cordprius witli bi« moraiog emit 
Look eight years onward, and he ’s percbedj; iM 
jJhii)])er and deft on stool beside this 



, MMIHOS HYACIHfmiS DC ARCHASGItLllS 

r~* 

CiiKH^tp, who but he ? 

Ini Anik-Wth Oil some crusty case 

triturate full soon 

AWaoi^ }>^nianuii pulp • 


It trots 

Already through mj’head, thougli noon be now. 
t>oe« $t^per<time and what belongs to eve. 

0 Don, the day, first H'Ork then play I 
—The piiverb bids. And “then" means, wgn’t 

; ' htod 


’ * 

Ot|tt JtWe yeariy lo\ esome frolic feast, 

CiiH»d®ij*» birth-night, Cmicello’s own, 

gruff January gnn perforce ' 
Fet’totjr Contagious grows the mirth, the warmth 
fiom so many hearts at once — 


ikk good wife, buxom and bonny yet, 
jf(f||^.^'hA]e grandsire,— such are just the sort 
T^^g^ <HSf^d«ienly,-^e who h.des the key 
beneath his pyiow 'every night, — 
may ImW a paijriiment (some erne thinks) 
k lobbied soi&ethipg like a name 
te ^liliieit^ao." ndur the end. 
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“ To wjiorn I give and I bequeath my landsi 
“ Estates, tenements, hereditaments^ 

“ When I deceLse as honest grandsire <Aght.'* 

Wherefore — ^yet this one time again perhapj~ 3;^ 
Sha’n't my Orvieto fuddle his olc^fnose ! 

Then, uncles, one or the other, AvellV the worlds 
Maj — (Iroj) m, merely? — trudge through rain and wind. 
Rather » The sinell-fvasts rouse them at the hint 
'rhere^g cookery in a certain dwelling-place I ^ 40 

Oossips, too, each with keepsake in his pokCi 
Will pick the way, thru! lane by lantern-light, 

And so find door, put galligaskin otf 
At entry of a decent domicile 

Cornered m snug Condotli, — all for love, 45 

All to crush cup with Cinucciatolo ! 

WeU, 

Let others climb the heights o’ the court, 

How \ain are chambering and wantonness, 

Revel and rout and pleasures that make 
Commend me to home-joy, th$ fenuly hoard. 

Altar and hearth ! Theses witit a bijak cateer, 

\ source of honest profit and good < , 
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Jtlst Vf mucK work as keeps the braia from nist^ ^ 
|nst«<r play as kts the heart expand, 55 

i 0 

Honour^; Cod and serving man, — I say, 

^ese are reality, and all else, — fluff, 

and ijkight,— thV^nk Flaccus for the phrase ' 
Suppose I h>d been l^sc, yet bachelor ! 

« 

« 

VfhYi ttcffk mth a will, then ^ Wheuefore Uzy now ? 6 o 
ToW up thc^our-glass, whence no sand grain slips,^ 

Sut have done its duty to the saint 

O' tbg day» the son and heir that 's eight years old ' 

let law cotne dimple Cinoncino’s check. 

Add XAtkt dumple Cinarello’s chin, 65 

the wh^ we spread him fine and toss liim Hat 
'tidf jpn]^ that makes the pancake, trim our mass 
OCoig^ hito Argument the Fu^t, 

in defence of our accused, 

SfOCt (Hvaft on paper wing, shall soar, jb 

t%iui^ beftffe applausive Home 

mayhap some mother'w4, 
makktg Master ftip and Fisc 
fiottitthif bite his thumb. 
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• 

Now, Jlow good God is ! How falls plumb to poSfflSl^ '^fjl 
This murder, gives me Guido to defend 
Now, of all clajs i* the year, just when tho boy 
Verges on Viigil, reaches the right age • 

P'or some such illustiation fion^his sire, » ^ 

Stimulus to himself’ One might wait years • 

^ And never find the chance which siow finds mel 
The fa< t is, thttc ’s<i blessing on the hearth, 

A bjiitcial providence foi fathcihood I 

Here 's a man, and what ’s more, noble, kills** 

-Not sneakingly but almost with parade— ' 85 

Wife’s father and wife s mother and wife's self 
1 'hat 'b mother’s self of son and heir (like feline 
—And here stand I, the favoured advocate, 

Who pluck tills flower 0 ’ the field, no Solomdfe 
Was ever clothed in glorious gold to match, 

And set the same in Cinonano's cap ! 

I defend Guido and Iiis comrades— 1 1 
Play God, I keep me humble : not to 
Atv/ //fidts, seJ Hbf^aus / 

How” the foi) chuckled when they fUAdC him 
We *11 beat you, my Bottinius, all for fove, 
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Ajl 6» ttiintte to Cinotto’s day ' 

old Ituiocont himself 

litis^tab hSs eyes at the bastle,— ask “ What ’s this 
” ;% fiW Wt the rostrum, as a gust 

0* MUmt had Peen prisoned there, 

** And rattled S.ome a%take?’V Aa'aken Rome, 
Hdv <!an Rope do/« on m decency > 

H|j»eeds must wake up also, sjieak kis i\ord, 

Have bis opinion like the rest of Rome, 

Aboht ^ this huriy-hurly case 
1$e who can excogitate the truth, 

Give ibf' result in speech, plain black and white, 
To fimmble bt tlm mouth and make his own 
—A httlb changed, good man, a little changed ' 

^0 m#^, eo fats gratitude be moved, 

% )»3t <3*aicihtino gets of age, 

thus helped him at a pim h, 
Pauperum— 

ttod tiurtensius Rtdmvus 1 

W'ljjsw ' 

merit the mi»ced heib 
slice, 
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^ , 

With Jiere a goose foot, there a cock’s-comb stuck^ 

Cemented in an element of eheese** 

I doubt if damties do the grandsire good ; 

Last June he had a sort of strangling . . » bah I 

He N his own master, and his v^ill is madet 

. / * 

So, liver fi/z, law fht and Latin fly 

As we rub hands o’er dish by wajfcof grace ! 

May I lose cause if I vent one word more 
EKccwt,— with fresh cut quill we ink the whSe, — 
P-r-o pro Cutdone et Socits. There ! 

Count Guido mairicd — or, in Latin due, 

Whnt? Dt4xii tn uxorem 1 — commonplace ! 

Ttedas fitguUs inut^ ssulnti ^ — ha I 
He underwent the matrimonial torch? 

Comiubio stabilt stbi jufixd , — ^hum 1 
In stable bond of marriage bound his own? 

Tliat \ clear of any modem taint ; and yet 

Virgil is little help to who twites prose. 

He shall attack me Tcr^ce with the dawn> 

Shall Cinuccino 1 Mum, mind businesf^ Sir I 
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Thus circumstantially evolve wc facts, 

• • 

lia #'<? haifet idea serins^ f ad i : 140 

He wedded,— ah, widi owls for augury ' 

Nupserat^ heu ^inistns avtbus. 

One of the bteod Arezzo boasts her best. 

Daminus GuidOj nobih gmere ortu^^ 

Pompilict^. 

But the version afterward ’ 145 

Curb we this ardour » Notes alone, to-day, 

The speech to-morrow and the Latin last : 

Such was the rule in Fanuacci’s time 
Indeed I hitched it into verse and good. 

Unluckily, law quite absorbs a man, 1 50 

Or else I think J too had poetized. 

“ Law is the pork substratum of the fry, 

Goose-foot and cock*s-comb are Latinity,’* — 

And in this case, if circumstance assist, 

We *11 garnish law with idicwn, never feat ' 155 

Ou^of-the-way events extemlniur scope 
For instance, when Bottini brings his charge, 

That letter whw:h you say Pompilia wrote, 

voL ui. 
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“ 'J’o criminate her patents and herself 
And disengage her husband from* the coil, — 

“ Tluit, (luKlo Fianceschmi wrote, say we • 

“ I5ef ausf Poinpilia could nor read nor write. 

“ Therefore Itc pencilled her sucli letter 
‘‘ 'I’lien made hot trjt.e in ink the same again.”*. 

I la, my Bottiiu, have I thee on hip? ^ 

How will he turn tliH and break Tuily*s pate^ 

“ EMttnuvnium ” (do n't I heai the dog •) 

‘ Qitod ituuio ih'i>tpiavi.ui ekmenta 
** DicUc fiunni 

“ ( Suptnndfhti* ab ni aiAum*) 

* A'cA/A/ ai/amrufo there 's a style ! — 

Qi/iii if'sa Hnhtfc muicbat'' Boh • 

Kow, my turn ! Father, Jnsuhe ' (I outburst) 
Siu|Mdl} j)ut ’ Inane is the response, 

Ifuvus est 7\^po7i:nx\ or the like — 

7 o \\ U, that each t)f all those characters, 
i^uod SI fibula cktnt^fita eptstolie:^ 

H ad first of all Ij^een traced •Ibr her by him, 

/ 'itt f it id pa cum p? lus di^'^fiata. 

And then, the ink aj^plicd a-top of that,# 
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_ ^ - 

£t iieifuie^ superindiuio cahww^ 

Th# piece, she says, became her handiwork, 

Per efformata^ ut ipsa assent. 

Inane were sijch response ! (a second time :) 

Her husband outlined her the whole, forsooth > 

Vir ejus hiteabat cptholam ^ 

What, she confesses liiat she wrote the thing, 

Fatetur cam scripstsse^ (scorn that scathes I) 

That she might pay obedience to her loid ? 

(/t mro abtempcrarrty apurs 

(Here rei)eat charge with proper varied phrase) 

Eo dcsi^mntCy ipsaque lalamum 

Super induceiiie ? lly sue h argument, 

fin pariier^ she seeks to show the same, 

(Ay, by Saint Jos'^pli and wliat saints you please) 

Epiitohim ostendit^ medius fidii/Sy 

No voluntary deed but fruit of force I 

Nm Toluntarie sed coadc srnpiam / 

That *s,the way to write Latin, friend my tisc ' 

Bottini is^a beast, one barbarous : 

Ik^ok out for him when he attempts to say 

Aimed with a pistol, Guido followed her ! ” 



100 


THE RING J^NP*THL BOOK. 
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^ - 

Will not I be beforehand with my Fisc, 

( 'ut away phrase by phrase from underfoot ! 

Gmdo Pompiltaw — Guido thus his^ wife 

I’ollowing with igneous engine, shall 1 havoi? 

Armis igfu'ts per ^equals— 

A ; ma sulpltut ca ^cslm f, sulphui^ ai ms, 

« * 

( )r, might one style a pistol — poppiMg-piecc ? ^ 

A 1 mailt 5 hranofi sdopulo 1 

We ’lliet him ha\e been armed so, though it make 
Nimewliat against us • 1 had thought to own — 
Fiovided with a simple iravelling-sword, 

Ease solummodo ruxtotio 

Insti itcitn but wc ’ll grant the pistol here : 

Heltcr we lost the cause than lacked the gird 
Ai the Fisc’s Latin, lost the Judge’s laugh ! 

It s Ventiiiini that decides for style. 

Tomniati lather goes upon the law. 

So, as to law, — 

1 

Ah, but witlv law ne’er hope 
To level the fellow, — do ’nj I know bis trick I 
How he draws up, ducks under, twists aside ! 
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V i "" 

He ’s a lean-|;utted Ucctic rascal, hne 

As pale-haired icd-cyctl ferret which pretends 225 

'T'^s ermine, pure soft snow from tail to snout. 

He eludes law hy piteous looks aloft. 

Lets Latin glance off as he makes appeal 

• * , 

To saint that ’s bome^vht*re in the reihng-top, — 

Do you sqppose 1 do rf’t conceive the beast ? 230 

Plague of the erminc-vcrmin t lor it takes. 

It takes, and here *s the fellow Fisc, you see, 

And Judge, you Ml not be long in seeing next • 

Confound the fop— he \ now at work like me 

Enter his study, as I seem to do, 235 

Hear him read out hi}> writing to himself ^ 

I know he writes as if he spoke : I hear 

The hoarse shrill throat, see shut eyes, neck shot-forth, 

— I see him strain on tiptoe, soar and pour 

Eloquence out, nor stay nor stmt at all — 240 

Perorate in the air, then (juick to press 

With the product I WTiat aBuse of type and sheet * 

He *U keep clear of my cast, itly logic-throw, 


argument slide, and then dclwer swift 
^SomelK^l from qhite an unguessed pomt of stand— 
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- ‘ I 

Havinj^ the luck o’ the kbt word, the reply ' 246 

A plaguy cast, a niortif)»ing stroked 

Voii fac e a fellow — cries So, th^re you stand ? 

“ Diit 1 (hsrourteoiKS jump clean o*er youphead ’ 

“ You take ship-rarpcntry for pilotage, 250 

Sjo[) rat-holes, while a sea siveeps through the breach, — 
‘‘ ILimnier and fortify at jainy ponits * ^ 

“ Do, damp and tenon, make all tight and safe ! 

« 

“ T*is here and here and hero you ship a sea, 

“ No good of }our stopped leaks and littleness !" 255 

Yet what do I name “ little and a leak ?” 

'Idle mam defence o’ the muider ’s used to death, 

J>y this time, dry bare bones, no strap we pick : 

Safer I w'orked the new, the unforeseen, 

'riie nice bye-stroke, the fine and improvised 260 

]\>inl that can titillate the brain o’ the Bench 
Torpid with over-teaching, long ago !( 

As if 'rommati (that has hcaM, reheard 
And heard again, fust this'jude and then that — 

Guido and Pietro, Piclw^ and Guido, din 265 

And deafen, full three years, at each Idng car) 
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Do n’t want amusement for**instriiction now, ^ 

Wonit rather feel a flea run o’er his nbs, 

Than a daw settle heavily on lii<? head • 

Oh, I was yoimg and had the trick of fence, 370 

Knew subtle pass and push ynih careless Tight — 

My left arm ever quiet beHind back, ‘ 

With dagger ready : not both hands to blade ’ 

Puff and blow,, put the stiength out, Blnnderboic ’ 

There ’s my*subordinate, }Oung Spreti, now, * 375 

Pedant and png, — he ’ll pant away at proof, 

That ’s his way 1 

Now for mine — to rub some life 
Into one’s choj^py fingers tins cold day ’ 

1 trust Cinuzzo ties on tippet, guards 2^0 

The precious thioat on which so much depends ' 

Guido must be all goose-flesh in Jiis hole, 

Despite the prison-straw • bad Carnival 

For captives . no sliced fry tfor him, poor Count ' 

Caitiival-time,-7-anotlier providepcc ! 385 

The Xo\m arswarim with strange, is to amuse, 
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To cdi^y, to give one’s name liul fame 
In charge of, till they find, some fiRure clay, 

Cinlino come and ( laim il, Ins napie too, 

Tledge of the pleasantness they oivc i)a])a-^ 290 

Who else was il cured Rome of her great qualms, 

^Vhen she must needs have hef own judgment ?— ay, 
W'hen all lier tojiinng wits had set<to work, 

I'ronoun^ed already on the ease mcie boys, 

Twicf Cineruggiolo’s age with half Ms sense, .195 

As good as tell me, when T (los-^ the court, 

Master Anangch ’ ” tl>Mcking at my gown) 

Wc tan ji^edict we comprehend your play, 

“ We ’ll help voii save your client ” I’ra-la-la * 

I ’ve travelled giound, fioin childhood to this hour, 300 
To liave the town anticipate ni) track ! 

Tlie old fox takes tlie plain and velvet path, 

I’he young hound’s predilection, — prints tlie dew, 

Do lit he, to suit their pulpy pads of paw? 

No » lUirjung nose deep down i’ the briery bush, 305 
Tlla^ I defend Count GuidOo 

Wliere are we weak ? 
First, which is foremost in advantage tob, 
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Our murder, we call, killing , — is a fact 

Copfessed, defendedf made a boast of good Jt 310 

To think the Fisc claipied use of torture Iierc, 

And got thereby avowal plump and plain 

* • 

‘That gives me just the chance I wan ted,-- scope 
for brutc-forcc but ingenuity, • 

’ ^ 'laiiiing matters, i\ot dcnx^ing them ’ ^15 

‘Me may disjaite, -as J am bound to <lo, 

V’.id shall,— validity of ]>iocess here 
ifK -much as a noble is esempt 
^ ’ori' tortuie which plebeians undcit. 

'1 Uihafast; foi law s Icnieul a', 3>o 

i Kts the tortuie to a » >Icman 
/k'ss -SUspK ion be ol twice the strength 
•vu.thes to a man ijf»rn vulgarly 
' do n*t card silk with comb that dresses wool. 

• cover, 't was se\cnry undue 325 

hi this C.ISC, even had the lord been lout. 

Wnat utters, an this head,»our oracle, 

Our Farinacci, my (himaliel.crst, 

In those immortal Questions ? *’ This 1 quote . 

** Of all the took at I^w’s disposal, sure 330 
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“ That narncil l%^t/iafum is tii-* best — 

“ That is, .he worst — to whoso neeiis must bear • 

Lasting, as it may do, from som^ seven hours 
“ 'J'o ten ; (beyond ten, we Ve no ]^recedent; 

( 'ertain have touched their ten but, bah, they died !) 

“ It does so efficaciously convince, 336 

“ 'rhat,‘ -speaking iiy much observation here, — ^ 

“ Out of e«ich hundred i ases, by my count, 

Ne\«'r I knew of patients beyond four 
** \Vilhst:in«l its taste, or less tlun ninety-six 340 

‘‘ Lnd hy succumbing only martyrs four, 

“ Of obstinate silence, guilty or no, — against 
“ Nincty-siv full confessors, mnoi'cnt 
< )r othei wise, - so shrewd a tool have we » '' 

\o mar\cl eithei in unwaiy hands, 345 

Death on the spot is no rare conscciuence 
As indeed all but hap])ened in this case 
To one ol ourselves, our young tough peasant-friend 
The ac complice called BaldesoJii . they were roughs , 
Dosed him whth torture as yoy, drench a horse, 350 
Not modify )our treatment to a man : 

So, two suc cessive days he feinted dead, • 
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_ ^ f . 

And only on tlxe third essty, gave up, 

Confessed like flesh ftnd blood. Wc could rn^faim, — 
Blockhead Bottini giving cause enough ’ ^ 355 

But no,“We Ul take it^^is spontaneously 
Confessed : we *11 have the murder beyond doubt. 

Ah, fortunate (the poet’s woid reveued) 

Inasmuch as we knc>\\ our happiness ! 

Had the antagonist left dubiety, 360 

Here wer^fwe proving murder a mere m>’th, 

And Ouido innoc'cnt, ignorant, absent, — ay, 

Absent ! He was — why, where should Christian be ? — 
Engaged in visiting his proper cliuicli, 

The duty of us all at Christmas-lime, 365 

When Caponsacchi, the seducer, stung 

To madness by hi«! relegation, cast 

About him and contrived a remedy 

In murder : since opprobrium broke afresh, 

By birth 0’ the babe, on him the imputed sire, 370 

He it quietly sought V) smother up 

His shame and theirs togejjber, — ^killed the three, 

And fled— (go seek him where^you please to search) — 
Just at the tiznawhen Guido, touched by grace, 
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Devotions ended, hastened to Le spot, 

McMning l(U pardon hib <'onvicted wtfe, 

“ Neither do I condemn thee, go in peace ’ ** — 

i 

And tluis ciiTived i* the nick of tnr-'c to catch 

< 

The (luige o’ the killing, though grcat-heartedly 
He <ame but to forgave and bring to life. 380 

Dou])i ye the force of Christmas on* the soul? 

“ Is thine eye evil because mine is good?” 

< c 

So, doubtless, had 1 needed argue here 
But for the full confession round and sound • 

Thus might )ou wrong some kingly alchemist, — 385 

Whose (onccin should not be with showing brass 
IVansmutcd into gold, but tnumplnng, 

Rathei, about his gold changed out of brass, 

Not vulgarly to the mere sight and touch, 

But in the idea, the spiritual display, 390 

'rile apiiaiition buoyed by winged words 
ilo.venng above its birth-placcoin the brain,*— 

Tluis would you wTong this oycellent personage 
Forced, by the gro^s necd^ to gird apron round, 

Plant forge, light fire, ply bellows, — ^in a tvord, 
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Demonstrate : when a faultj pipkin’s crack 
May disconcert you hif presuiniJtive truth ! 

I 

Here were I hanging to the testimony 
Of one of these*poor rublj|rs — four, ye gods ! 

Whom the first taste of friend llie Fiscal’s cord 400 
May drive into undoing my wholejjj^eecli. 

Undoing, on his birtliday,— wliat is worse, — 

My son and heir ! 

I wondei, all the same, 

Not so much at those peasants Lick of heait , 405 

But— Guido Franceschini, nobleman, 

Bear pain no bettei * Isvciybody knows 
It used once, when my father was a boy, 

To form a proper, nay, important point 
r the education of omi welLborn youth, 410 

That they took torture handsomely at need, 

Without confessing in this clownisli guise. 

Each noble had his rack for private use, 

And yould, for the diversion of a guest, 

Bid it be set up in the yard q^arms, 415 

And take thereon his hour of exorcise, — 

Oi^nnoand the vaiietry stretch, strain their best, 
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^ V 

While friends looked on, :idii|ired my lord could smile 



% 

Men arc no longei men ! • ^ 2 ^ 

— Anil advocates 
No longer Ririnacci, let us aihl, 

If J one more lime fly from point jiroposed * 

So, Vuuitcalw, — here begins tlie speech ! — 

Jlomms causa f tluis we make our stand * 425 

Honour in us had we prove. 

Or if wc fail to prove such injury 

Mort tliLin mispiision of the fart, — what then? 

Jt IS enough, authorities declare. 

If the lesult, the deed in cjiiestiori now, 430 

l>c caused by confidence that mjur)' 

Is veritable and no figment • since, 

What, though pro\ ed fancy aftcniwd, seemed fact 
*\t the time, they argue shall excuse result. 

1.'hat which we do, persuaded of good cause ^ 435 
For what we do, hohl justiijaUc I — 

The casuists bid : inan,^bound to do his best, 

They would not have him leave that best undone 
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Ami mean to do his worst, -4 though fuller light 
Sho\v«best was worst aifd worst would have bjjiiff best 
Act by the present light ! — they ask of man. 441 

(///ra i/uoif Me Mm ap/uA besides 
It IS not anyway our business here, 

DeprohaUonc aduHerii, • ^ ^ • 

To prove ijhat we thought crime was crime indeed, 445 

Ad tn^o^^andam pamam^ and rciiuire 

Its punishment : such nowise do ivc seek . 

Sed ad effectunu but 't our conc ern, 
lixmsaftdi^ here to simply find excuse, 

Oeasorem, for who did the killing-work, 450 

£t ad Uhm defcnsioncm, (mark 

The difference) ami defend the man, just that ’ 

Qua <Usu /iTwr probatw 
xmberant, to which end lar lighter proof 
SuflSces than the prior case would claim : 455, 

It ^onld be always harder to convict, 
lU shoit, than to establish infioccnce. 

Therefore we shall dcinonstraie first of all 

That Hpnour is a gift of God to qian 

Precious beyond eSmpare : which natural sense ^ 460 



1 I 3 


TUI- RINV; AXJ) THF BOOK. 


Of human rcctitiulo aiul — 

Wliidi man's soul is born with, — brooks no touch : 
'riiercforc, tJie suisitivcsl spot of all, 

Womulc'l by any w.Tfture bicatUlcd from black, 

Is, honour williin honour, like the e)e 465 

(’entreil 1’ the lull;- Hie hoiuiur of our wife. 

'I’oiif li us o’ lire pujiil of our honour, then, ^ 

.Not .uluallv,- - since so you slay oLitnght,-- 
niit‘*by a gestinc sumilating touch, 

Presumable mere rnenac e of siu h taint,— 470 

"I’his w'ere oui warrant for eruptive ire 
“ To whose ilominion 1 lmpo^e no cm! ” 

(Vireil, now, shouhl not be too JilfKnill 

'lo (hnoncino, — say, the early books 

Pen, iriK c to further gambols » Pcsetmur ') 475 

Not (MU revenge of iniury done here 

'bo the honour provetl the IfTc and soul of us, 

P>c loo excessne, too extravagant : 

‘ Such wrong seeks and must have complete revenge* 

.siiow we this, first, on the mere natuntl grouml : 480 
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Begin at the beginning, an^ proceed 
Incaiitroveriibly. llfcotlonc, 

In an apt sentence Cassiodoius cites, 

Propounds forbasi® of All househoUl law — 

I hardly recollect it, but it ends, 

Bird mates with bird, buist with his like, 

“ And brooks no interference.” Bird and beast ^ 
The very insects ... if they wive or no, 

Ho\v dare 1 say when Aristotle doubts ? 

But the presumption^ lb they likewise wivt. 

At least the nobler soils , for take the bee 
As instance, — copying King Solomon, — 

Why that disjjleasiire of the bee to aught 
Which savours of incontinency, makes 
The unchaste a very horror to the hive ? 

Whence comes it bees obtain their epithet 
Of casia notably “ the chaste ” 

Because, ingeniously saitli Scaliger, 

(The young sage, — see his^)ook of Table-talk) 

** Such is their hatred of impaodest act, 

** They fall upon the offender, sting to death.” 

I mind a passage much confirmative 
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J’ the I(l>lhsl (though I rcaclfum Latinized) 

“ Why” a shepherd, ‘Ms this bank unfit 
“ For celebration of our vernal loves ?" *505 

“ Oh swam,” returns the instructfed shephibrdess, 

“ Bees svvann here, and would quick resent our warmth I ” 
Only cold-blooded Ii 4 \ lack uvitinct here, 

Nor gain nor guard connubiality 

Hut beasts, quadrupedal, inammiferous, 510 

Do (‘rcdit to their beasthood . ^\itness him 
'Phat /Khan cities, the noble elephant, 

(Oi if not /Khan, somebody as sage) 

Who seeing, much oficne c beneath his nose, 

Ills master’s Iiieiid escecd in courtesy 515 

'The due allowanc e to his master’s wife, 

'I'ai ghl them good nunncis and killed both at once, 
Making his master and the world admire. 

Indubitably, then, that master's self, 

Fa\oure(l by ciicumstance, had done the same 520 
( ),selse stood clear rebuked by his own beast. 

/// (//// honotem spenut^ thus, 

Who A alues his ow n honour not a straw, — 

Ei nen tiWipaare curaty nor 
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Labours by might and mai| to salve its wound, 525 

0 ' 

& nkisccnJo^ by revenging him, 

NU diffcrat a Minis, is a brute, 

Qutfitmo irratfbnabilior 
Ipsismei belluts, nay, contrariwise, 

Much more irrational tharA brutes |'4®mselvcs, 530 

Should considered, rtputdur ! How? 

If a poor animal feci honour smait, 

Taught by blind instinct nature ]>lants in him, 

Shall man, — confesse^d cteation^ master-stroke, 

Nay, intellectual glory, nay, a god, 535 

Nay, of the nature of my judges here, — 

Shall man prove the insensible, the block, 

The blot o’ the earth he craiiK on to disgrace ? 

(Come, that *s both solid and poetic ’) Man 
Derogate, live for the low tastes alone, 540 

Mean creephig cares about the animal life ? 

Absit^ such homage to vile flesh and blood ’ 

(May Gigia have retnemljered, nothing stings 
Fried liver out of its monotony^ 

Of richness, lik^a root of fennel, chopped 545 
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Fine with the parsle^y: parsie^ spngs, I said— 

Was therL\e;C(l I should say and' fennel too ? ” 

]?iit no, she cannot have been so obtuse ! 

'I’o oui argument ’ The fennel will be chopped.) 

l-rom beast to man moun^wc— ay, but, mind, 550 
Still mere man, not yet Christian, — that, in tim^ ’ 

Not too fast, mark you ' *T is on Heathen grounds 

t 

\\ e ntKi defend our act then, fairly urge — 

If this were done of old, in a green t^ee, 

Allowed in the Spring rawness of oin kind, 555 

\Miat may be litcnced in the Autumn dry 
And n})c, the latter harvest-tide of man ? 

It, with his poor and jirimitne half-lights, 

'file Fagan, whom our devils served for gods, 

Could stigmatise the breach of marriage-vow 560 

As that w'hich blood, blood only might efface, — 

Absolve the husband, outraged, whose revenge 
Anti^jpated law, plied sword Himself, — 

How with the Chnstian in firil blaze of noon ? 

Shall not he rather double^ penalty, 565 

Multiply vengeance, than, degenerate, 
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Let privilege be minishcd, ^roop, decay ? 

Therefore set forth at large the ancient law 
Superabundant the cxain|>lcs be 

To pick and choose from. The Athenian Code, 570 
Solon’s, the name is serviceable, — then, 

The Laws of the Twelve Tables, tlri^fifteenth, — 

“ RomuluV* likewise rolls out round and large. 

'I'hc Julian ; the Cornelian , Grac(,hus’ T.aw * 

So old a chime, the bells ring of themselves ^ *575 

Spreti can set that goyig if he please, 

1 point you, for my part, the belfry filam, 

Intent to rise from dusk, diitunlum^ 

Into the Christian day shall broaden next. 

First, the fit compliment to IIis Holiness 580 

Happily reigning . then sustain the point — 

All tlmt was tong ago declared as law 
By the natural revelation, stands confinned 
By Apostle and livangehst ind Saint, — 

To-wit— that Honour is manJs supreme good. 585 

Why should I baulk Saint Jeron^e of his phrase ? 
f/di tumor non where no honour is, 
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Ibi contmil^tus at , and whcrefcontcrnpt, 

Jbt in/tiritt^r'f/jucfis , and where tl?at, 

The frequent injury, ibt et indi^nafio, 590 

And where the indignation, tbi t/uies 
Nulla and wlicre there is no quietude, 

Why, iln^ llicre, lhe*lv^^nj is o^icn cast 

Down from the heights wliere it proposed to divell, 

Mens a /ro/osilo strpi dcjintur. 595 

And\iaturally the mind so cast down, 

Since harder ’t is, quum dtjjuihit^ 
ham cohibcrcy to coerce one’s wrath, 

Quam fuirantla Jaceri\ than wotk nurarics, — 

Saint (Gregory smiles in liit* First Dialogue. 600 

\Vhence wc infer, the ingenuous soul, the man 
Who makes esteem of honour and repute, 

Whenever lionour and repute are touched, 

Arrives at term of fury and desj)air, 

Loses all guidance from the reason-check . 605 

As-en delirium or a frcnzy-fit,* 

Nor fury nor despair he satiates, — ^no, 

Not even if he attain tlnj impossible, 

0*erlurn the hinges of the universe 
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To annihilate— -not >^hoso caused the smart 
Solclj', the author simply of his pain, 

But the place, the memory, vitupcrii^ 

O’ the shame and scorn . quiQy — says Solomon, 
(The Holy Spirit speaking by his mouth 
In Proverbs, the sixth chaj^tcr neai ^he end) 

— Bccausi^ the zeal and fury ot a man, 

/a^Ius et furor virt^ will not spare, 

N^on parceiy \n the day of his revenge, 

/n die vtudicfcey nor will accjuiesr c, 

Nu acqumedy througli a person’s piayers, 
Ciijusdam preabusy — nix susapici^ 

Nor yet take, pro reUemptionCy for 
Redemption, do?ui pluriuiUy gifts of fnenda, 
Mere mono} -payment to compound for aciie. 
Who recognises not my client’s case ? 

Whereto, as strangely consentaneous here, 
Adduce Saint Bernaid in the Epistle wiit 
To Robcrtulu^, his nephew^ 'foo much grief, 
** Dolor qinppc mmtus non d^iberai, 

“ Does not excogitate jiroprict' , 

JVon vcrecundcUury nor knows shame at all, 



120 THE RlNj^ AND THE BOOK, 

Non coftsultt rationcm, r\or yonsults 
“ Reason, ^n met u it 

“ Damnum^ nor fireads the loss of clitnnly , 

“ Modum ft Of dim m, order and the mode, 

“ ly^norat^ it i^:;iioies ” v\hy, trait for trait, 

Was ever i)ortrait 1/n^ied so like the life? 

(Ily Cavalier Maratta, shall I say> 

I hear he ’s first in rej>iilation now.) 

Vcs,^tliat of Samson m the Sacred Text: 

'fhal 's not so much the portrait as the man » 
Samson in (Ja/.a was tlie antcupe 
Of (iiudo at Rome : ohsenc the Xa/arite ' 
Pihnded lie was, — an easy thing to bear 
Intrepidly lie took imprisonment, 

Cy\es, stupes and duly labour at the mill • 

But when he found himself, f the public place, 
Destined to make the common people sport, 
Disdain burned up wnth such an impetus 
V d'o breast of him that, all Ihe man one fire, 
Monatin, roared he, let my souPs self die, 
Amma mea, w ith the Philistines 1 

t 

So, pulled dow n pillar, roof, and death 'hnd all, 
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Muitosqtie plurcs interfeat^ |iy, 

Anilimany more he killed thus, moruns^ O55 

Dying, qmm vivus^ than m his whole life, 

Occidcraiy he eter killed before. 

Are these things writ for no example. Sirs ? 

One instance more, and le^ me see Wio doubts • 

Our Lon^ Himself, made all of mansucUide, 660 

Sealing the sum of sutlerance up, received 
Opprobrium, contumely and bulfeting 
Without complaint: but when He found Himself 
Touched in His honour never so little for once, 

Then outbroke indignation pent before - 66 c: 

“ ffonorem meum nanini dabo ^ ” ** No, 

** My honour I to nobody will give • ” 

And certainly the example so hath wrought, 

That whosoever, at the proper wortli, 

Apprises worldly honour and repute, 670 

Esteems it nobler to die honoured man 

Breath Mannaia, than live centuries 

Disgraced in the eye o* thejvorld. We find Saint Paul 

No recreant to this faith delivered once * 

“ Far wortiuer «%re it that I died,” cries he, 675 

16 
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llxpcdit mihi ma^s mart, “ th^ 

“ That anyojiu should make my glory void/* 

Q//aM ut gloria nt nmim f/uis micuct / 

See, oif Cormihu nsrs . whereupon 

Saint Ambrose makes a comment with much fruit, 

Doubtless my Judges lont^ sm^' laid to heart, 

So 1 desist from liringmg forwaul heie 
(I (an’t quite lecollcd it.) 


6So 


JIave Improved 

Siths ^upa(]m\ botli enough and to sjiaie, C85 

Thiit Revelation old and new' admits 
1 'he natural man may etVervesre in 11 e, 

O erllood earth, o’eriroth heaven w'lth loamy rage, 

At the first puncture to Ins selfrrespect ? , 

Then, Sirs, thus Chribtian dogma, this law'-bud 690^ 

Full blown now, soon to bask the absolute flower 
(){ I'apal doctrine m our bla/e of da>, — 
betl^iijik )ou, shall we miss ont promise-streaky 
One doubtlul birth of dawn ogepuscular. 

One tlew' diop comfort to^hiunanity, 695 

No\vr that the chalice teems with noondajr vine? 




Yea, argue Molinists who ]^ar revenge — 
Refarring just to what makes out our c ase ! 
Under old dispensation, argue they, 

The doom of tne adulterous wife was death, 


Stoning by Moses* law. “ Kay, stone her not, 
“ Put her away ’ ” next k^^slates ou* Lord ; 
And last pf all. ‘‘ Nor yet divorce^ a wife * ” 


Ordains the Church, “ she typifies ourself. 


The Bride no fault shall cause to fall from Chri‘>t.” • 


Then, as no jot nor tjttlc of the Law 

Has passed avNay — which who presumes to doubt ? 

As not one word of Christ is rendered vain — 


700 


70s 


Which, could it be though heaven and earth should jiass ^ 
— Where do 1 find my proper piinishinenl 7 1 o 

For my adulterous wife, I humbly ask 
Of my inialhble Pope, — who now remits 
Even the divorce allowed by Chnst in lieu 
Of lapidation Moses licensed me ? 

The Gospel checks the Law which throws the stone^ 7 1 5 
The Churcli tears the divorje-bill Gospel grants 
Shall wives sin and enjoy impunity ? 

What piofits me the fulness of the days, 
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'riic final clisponsalion, I deniiyul, 

Unless I.aw, (rospcl and the Church subjoin *720 

“ But who hath barred thee primitive revenge, 

‘‘ Which, like fire damped and dammed up, bums more 
fierce ^ 

“ Use thou thy natnml prhdlege of man, 

“ Klse wert thou found like those old ingra|^ J^vs, 

“ Despite the nivinna bantjuet on the board, 725 

( 

“ A-ldngmg after melons, cucumbers, 

And such like trash of Kgypt left b;?bind I ** 

(There was one melon had improved our soup • 

But did not Cinoncino need the rind 

To nuke a boat with? So I seem to think ) 730 

law, Gospel and the ChunJi — ^from these we leap 

To the very last revealment, easy rule 

Befitting the well-born and thorough-bred 

O’ th^ happy day we live in, not the dark 

( )' the early rude and acorn-e<ting race. 735 

“ Behold,” (juoth James, “ we bridle in a horse 

“ And turn his body as wc would thereby! 



« JH)MJNUS HYACINTHI’S PK ARCHAN^Fr IS 125' 

Yea, but we change the bit to suit the growth, 

And ras]) our colt’s jaw witA a ruggcti spike 

We hasten to remit our managed steed 740 

Who w'hcels round at persuasion of a touch. 

Civilization bows to decency, 

The acknowledged use and wont: ’t is manners, — mild 

But yet inoperative law, — whuh niake the man. 

« 

Thus vlo wc juy the jnoper compliment 745 

To rank, anti that society of Rome, 

Hath so obliged us b;^ us interest, 

Taken our client’s part instinctively, 

As unaware defending its own c ause. 

What dictum doth Society lay down 750 

V the case of one who hath a faithless wafe ? 

Wherewithal should the husband cleanse his w^ay ? 

Be patient and forgive ? Oh, language fails, — 

Shrinks from depicturing Ins tuq>itude * 

» 

For if wronged husband raise not hue and cry, 75S 
Quad si marttus de adult end non 
Omqucrerdur^ he ’s prcsum^l a — foh ! 

Presumitur tern . so, complain he must. 

But how complaih ? At your tribunal, lords ? 
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J^ar weightier challenge suits* j'our sense, I wot 1 760 

You sit not to have gentlemen iirojiose 
Questions gentility can itself discuss 
Did not you ])rovc that to our brother P^ul? 

The Abate, quum pulicuiliter 

Pnnequeretur^ whei^he tried ^le law, 765 

Guidonts causam, in Count Guido’s case, 

Acndit ipsiy this befell himself, 

Q 7 iofi tisnm movcfii tt an htnno$, that 

He moved to mirth and ca( hinnati^n, all 

Oi nearly t.ill,//7Y tn omntbtn 770 

JitUxm saisain ci ronbr/x^, men 

Stiong sensed, soiind-hcaiied, na), the very Court, 

I/^/AMe/ in jitdicibu^y I might add, 

Non tamen dnam. In a cause like this, 

So multiplied were reasons f^ro and ton^ 775 

Delicate, intertwisted and obscure, 

I’hat l-aw refused loan of a finger-tip 
To lyiravel, re-adjust the hojleless twine, 

While, half-a-dozcn steps outside Law’s scat, 

There stood a foolish trifler with a tool 
A-dangle to no purpose by his side, * 


780 
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Had clearly cut the embroihnent in a trice. 
Asset-uni mim unammticr 
Doctores^ for the Doctois all assert, 

I 

That husbands, qued nhinit^ must be held 
VtkSy cornuti rtputauiio^ vile, 

Fronts branching forth a floyd jinfamy, 


Si proprn^ mambuSy if with their ow'n hands, 

Non mmunty they fad stiaightway take revenge, 

« 

Vindictaniy but expect tlie deed be done 
By the Court — expeda^it tliam pen 
Per juiiices, gia summopere ndi^if, wlncli 
Cfivcs an enormous guffaw* for !e|dy, 

Pi cachinnantur For he ran aw’ay, 

Dcltquti emm, just that he might Scape 
The censure of both counsellors and crowd, 

C/i vulgi et Doctonm enUirci 
Cmsuranty and lest so he superadd 
To loss of honour ignominy too, 

£i sie ne istam quoque ignouhniam 
Anusso honor! super addereL 0 
My lordsf, my lords, the inconsicjprate step 
Was— we refcarred ourselves to law at all ! 


7«S 
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795 
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'J’wii inc not v\Uh, ‘‘ Law clsc^hail ininished you I*' 

Fach punishment of the extra-legal step, ^ 805 

To which the Ingh-born preferably revert, 

1 s ever for some oversight, some slip 
r the taking vengeance, not for vengeance* self. 

A good thing, (lone*iitihands(»mely, turns ill , . 

r 

And never yet kicked ill the law’s rebuke. 810 

For jjrcgnant instance, let us contemplate 

The luck of Leonaidiis, — see at Urge 

Of Sicily’s I)e( isions .sixty-first 

This Leonard finds his wife is lalse what then ? 

He makes her own son sikire her, and entice 815 

Out of the town walls to a private walk, 

W lieieiii he sla)s hei with commodity. 

'fhc) find hci body half-devoured by dogs. 

Lconaid is tiied, convicted, juinished, sent 

'I’o labour in the gallejs seven years long 820 

Why ? hor the murder ? Nay, but for the mode ^ 

Mii/f <■ puvius ouiiknih^ ruled the Court, 

An ugly mode of killing, not^iing more*! 

\noiher iructuous sample,— see De Re 
“ Cnmphilt^' in Matthaeus’ divine piece. 825 
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Another husband, in no better plight, 

SiniiTlalesj absence, tl»erebj 4 tempts his wife > 

On whom he falls, out of sly ambuscade, 

Backed by a brother of his, and both of them 

Armeil to the teeth with arms that law had blamed. 830 

Nimis dolose^ o\ ervvihly, 

lumsc ope^aium^ did thc> woik. 

Pronounced the law ; had all been fairly done 
Law had not found him worthy, as she did. 

Of four years^ cvile. ,Wiy cite more? Flnough *835 
Is good as a feast — (unless a birihda} -feast 
For one’s Cinucrioi so, we finish here. 

My lords, we rather need defend ourselves 
Inasmuch as, foi a iwnikhng of an eye, 

VVe hesitatingly jppcrlcd to law,— 840 

Than need deny that, on mature advice, 

We blushingly bethought us, bade revenge 
JBack to its simple proper private way 
Of decent self dealt gentlenfenly deatli. 

Judges, here is the law, and jiere beside, 845 

The testimony ! Look to it ! 

Pause and breathe * 
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So f.ir IS only loo plain ; we must watch . 

Ilottini will scarce hazard an a tark 
Here, let ’s anticipate the fellow’s play, 

Anil guard the weaker places— wardy ask, 

What if ronsidcTj Lions of a sort, 

Reasons of a kind, apse from out the strange 
Pe<'uliar unforeseen new < iirumstanrc 
<)1 this out (caiulour ow'its) abnormal act, 

'Ft) b.’.r the right of us revenging so ? 

“ Imjninity were otherwise your meed 
“ (Jo slay yoin wife and welcome,*’ — may be urged,- 
“ Hut why the innocent ohl couple slay, 

“ Hiclro, Violante ? You may tlo enough, 

“ Not too nuieli, not exceed the golden mean 
‘ Neither brute-beast nor Pagan, Gentile, Jew, 

“ Noi Christian, no nor \otansl of the mode, 

Was justified to push revenge so far! ” 

No, indeed? Why, thou ver) sciolist ! 
d'hc actual wrong, Poinpiha ^eeined to do, 

\\ vutual wrong done by the parents here — 
impelling her upon us as their child — ' 
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Themselves allow : then, her fault was their fault, 

Hei^ punishment be theirs Accordingly ’ 870 

But wait a littl^ sneak not off so soon ! 

Was this cheat solely harm to Gindo, pray ? 

I'he ])recious couple you call innocent, — 

Why, they were felons that law laili^l to clutch, 

Qhi ut fKamiarcnt, who that they might rob, 875 

l^itime vocatos^ folks law called, 

Ad fidci comvmsum^ true heirs to the Trust, 

Papium mpposuep upit^ feigned this birth, 

I inmepptipre^ rm factos c^se, blind 

To the fact that, guilty, they incurred thereby, S80 
UltiPni suppheu, hanging or what’s worse. 

Do you blame us that ^^e turn law’s iiisiriiments, 

Not mere self-scekt.s, “mind the public weal, 

Nor make the private good our sole concern } 

ITiat having — shall I say — securctl a thief, 8185 

Not simply we recover from his pouch 
The stolen article our property, 

But also pounce ujion our jieighbour*s purse 
We opportunely find reposing there, 

And do him justice while wc right ourselves ? 
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He owes US, for our part, a drubbing say, 
iiut owes our neighbour just afdance i' the air 
Under the gallows: so, we throttle 4 iirn. 

\ 

'rhtil neighbour ’s Law, that couple arc the Tliicf, 

Wc are the over ready to help J.aw — S95 

/cal of her liousc hatjii eaten us up . for which, 

('an It be, Law jiitends to eat up us, 

Ctudum devour poor Priam raw, 

r'l' wUs Jupiter's own joke) with babes to boot, 

PnamiiiUi' pisinnvSy in Ifomenc phrase? 900 

• • 

.shame ' and so ends the penod piettily. 

but even, — prove the pair not culpable, 

I rce as unborn babe from connivance at, 

PnliLipation in, their daughters fault. 

Ouis the mistake. Is that a rare event ? 905 

icmely it is anything but rare, 

Itt Lontingi ntia that by chance, 

Impnms tvascrun/, go scot-free, 

such well-meaning people as ourselves, 
ytfs/o ihhre mott^ who aggrieved 910 

With cause, apposuerunt manus^ lay 
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Rough hands, /// innocentcsy on wrong hcacis. 
Cite Ve an illustrative case 4n jioint • 

Mulier Sminiea ^tucd^s good my lords, 

A gentlewoman li\ ed in Smyrna once, 

Vimm etdhum ex eo conccpiumy who 
Both husband and her son begot by .him, 
Killed, vii^rjecaat^ €\ ijuoy because, 

Vir fUiutn suunt f^rdiderctt. her spouse 
Had been befoichand with her, killed her son, 
Mairumnn frimiy of \ previous bed, 

DdmU aecHsaia, then accused, 

Aj(>ud Dolahdlamy before him that sat 
Proconsul, ncc duabus mdibus 
Coniaminaiam Jibaan\ nor 
To liberate a woman doub) 3 -dycd 
With murder, voluity made he up his rnmd, 

Nee condemnarcy nor to doom to death, 

Justo dolore m/w/iam, one impelled 
By just grief, sed rmhity but* sent her up 
Ad Areopagunty to the Hill gf Mars, 
Sapkniissitnorum judicum 

to that aiftembly of the sage 
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i, 

i*arallcleil only l)y ni> judges here , 

l^iu, (o^^nito tk iitusa^ where, /tie cause 333 

Well weighed, re\ponsum nt^ they gave i;cply, 

m ipsa et accusatof^ that both sides 

< )’ the bint, rahrent^ should come bark again, 

l\)\t centum an nos, *iiflor a h^indred years, 

I’ or judgmcnl , d su , by hu h sage derrec, 940 

Dupiia pat i ti uho rea, one 
CoiuK led of a double paincide, 

Quamr ts eUam innoicntem,, though in truth 
Out of the pair, one inno(<‘nt at least 
She, plainly had put to death, 945 

VmkijuaKjtu^ yet she altogether ’srapctl, 

Evaut imputtis Sec the tase at length 
In Valeiius, fittingly styled Maximum, 

That eighth book of his Memorable Facts. 

Nor C) rut us riles beside the mark * 950 

Similiitr iL\nr qinc mamfaverat. 

Just ^0, a lady who had taken care, 

Ifomuuht4m vitt^ that her lo4:d be killed, 

E\ daie^aUone ikkti^ 

For denegation of a certain debt, 95S 
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Afatrmomatis, he was loth to pa)\ 

Fuft ^eamiana mulctay was 
Amerced in a pecuniary mulct, 

Pmtta, et ad pa:namy and to pains, 

Tempora/m, for a ceilaui space of time, (jOo 

In monasterio, in a convent. 


(Av, 

In monaster w ! How he manages, 

^ In with the ablative, tjic accusative * 

I had hoped to have hitched the Mllain into veise 965 
For a gift, this very day, a < oniplete list 
O* the prepositions each with proper case, 

Telling a story, long was in my hearl 
What prepositions take the af cusau\c ^ 

Ad to or at — 7vho saro the caff — (low n to 970 

Ob^ for, because of, keep her (iaws ojf ! Mi, 

1-aw in a man takes the whole liberty ’ 

The muse is fctteied • 3ust as Ovid found ') 

And now, sea widens and the coast is r lear. 

What of the dubihus act you bade excuse ? 
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Surely things brighten, brighten, till at length 
Remains- -so far from act tbif needs defence — 

Apology to make for .ict deLi}e(l ^ 

( )ne minute, let alone eight mortal months 
( >f hesitation • “ Why procrastinate ? ** 980 

((bit with it my liott'niub, eisc thyself) 

“ Riglit, jiromptly done, is twi<e righi ; right delayed 
“ "I'lirns N\rong, "We grant you should have killed yoiu 

“ Rut killed 0’ tlie moment, at the jineeling her 
“ In company with the praM . then did the longue 985 
“ (V the Rra/en Head gi\c lucnce, * Time is now 
“ Wait to make mind ii{»? ‘ 'I inie is past’ it peals. 

“ I'Tionil, you are competent to mastery 
O’ the passions that tonfessedly explain 
“ An outbreak : you allow an interval, 990 

** And then break out as if lime’s clock still clanged. 

“ \'oii have forfeited your chance, and flat you fall 
“ Into ihe^ commonplace category 
Of men bound to go softly their days, 

Obeying law.” 
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Now, which way make rcs^xjubo? 

What was the answer (lun|v) gave, himself^ 

— That so to argue came ol ignorance 

How honour bears a wound " I«oi, wound/* saul lie, 

• € 

“ My body, and the smart soon meiida and ends i oo-j 
“ While, wound my soul where liorjour sils and rules, 

“ Longer the siifferaiKc, stiong^r glows the pain, 

“ Being cx tncovtnicnti^ tiesh as first.” 

But try ant»ther tack, uigt' common sense 

By wa) of contrast : say — loo true, my lords ^ iui>s 

We dt<l demur, awhile did hesitate 

Since husband sure shoiiM lei a sr niplc speak 

Kre he slay wnfc, — for his own safely, lords ’ 

Carpers abound in thn ini<»|udgjng woiJd 

Moreover, there ’s a meet) in law roic 

That seems to justify them shouM they carp. 

Suppose the source* of injur)^ a son,- — 

Father may slay such son yet run no iisk . 

Why grated with such a prtvilcge? Bc' ausc 
A father so incensed v\ith his own child, 1015 

Or must have reason, or believe he ha> ' 

Qtd» temper, seeing that in sudi event, 

'.s 
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Preiumiiur^ tlic law is bountl suppose, 

Qiiod lapiat paLr, lliat the sirerjniust take, 
Konum constltum pt o 

\ 

'J'hc best ( oiirsc as to wlhit befits his boy, 
'rhrou^^h instnu i, instinctn, of mere love, 
Amotts, aiul, /^;/r/;//,/alhcrhoo(I , 

m 

Quam confident Him ^ v\huh confulcnce, 

Aon habd^ law decline*', lo entertain, 
rv/e, of the husband where finds he 
An instinct tint (onipels him love hjs wife? 
Rather is he pfcsurnabl} her foe 
So, lot him puiukr long tn this liad uoild 
Krc do the simplest act ofjmtne 


Rut 

Again— and here we brush Boitini’s breast — 
Object you, ‘‘Sec the danger of ilela> ’ 

Suppose a man muidered niy friend last month : 
Had 1 <omc up and killed him for his pains 
“ In rage, I had done nght, a^ows the law : 

I meet him now and kill him in cold blood, 

“ I do wrong, equall) allow's the law : • 


1020 


1025 


1030 
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** Wherein do actions )ours and mine?’’ 

In }lemtudine inkliaius es | i 040 

Hast thy wits, Fisc? To take siuh slayer’s life, 

Returns it^hfe to thy slain fncml at till ? 
liad he stolen ring mstead of subbing friend, — 

To-day, to-morrow or ne\t (cntiiiy# 

Meeting the thief, thy ring uimm* his thumb, 10.15 

Thou justifiably hadsl wrung U then(.e : 

So, touldst tlioii wrench thy friend’s life back again* 
Thougli prisoned in tjie bosom of his lot*, 

Why, law would look coinplatent on thy wrath. 

Our case is, that the thing we lost, w^c lound : 105c 

The honour, we were robbed of eight months since, 
Being recoverable at any day 
By death of the delin<]aeiu. Go thy ways * 

Kre thou hast learned law, will be muc h to do, 

As said the gaby while he shoil the goose. 1055 

Nay, if you urge me, intervil was none * 

From the inn to Uie villa— blank or eUe a bar 
Of adverse and contrarious incident 
Solid between and our just revenge 1 
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What with the priest who llourishc;^ his blade, 1060 
The wife who hke a fury llingsjat us. 

'Pht rrowd- and llien the taj>lure, the appeal 
'1 o Rome, tlie journey there, the journey^ thence, 

The ‘^helliT at the House of Conscrtites, 

'I 111 \isjts to the Vtlla, and so forth, 1065 

W'htre was one minute left us all ihi^ while 
'I n put 111 execution that reienge 
We plmtual o’ the instant^*- as it were, plumped down 
( Pthespot, some eight inontiissmcc, which round sound egg, 
Rome, more propitious than our nest, should hatch ! 1070 
Object not, You loadicd Rome on Christmas-eve, 

*• And, despite libcrl) to .ui at once, 

“ W aited a whole ,ind indcioious w'cek 
M uli sO the Molimsm, the canker, lords, 

IsUen to the bone ? Is no religion left? 1075 

No i are for aught held holy by the Church ? 

W hat, would you ha\e us skij) and miss those Feasts 
O’ the ,\atal 'Pinie, must we go prosecute 
Sei »dar business on a sacred d|iy ? 

Should not the merest clianty expect, fo8o 

Setting our poor eonceins aside for once,* 
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VVe burned to the son^ matufinai 
V the Sisune, an<l i>ressed J)r\vafd for the Mass 
'I'he Cardinal that s Camcrlcngo chaunts, 

Then rushjpd oi^to the blessing of the Hal 1085 

And Rapier, which the l’o[>e sends to what pnnre 
Has done most dctnmciit to the Initdel -- 
And thereby whetted coinage if ’1 were blunt ^ 

Meantime, allow we kept the house a week, 

Suppose not we w^erc idle in our mew ’ *1090 

Picture us raging hen* and laving there — 

** ‘ Money?* I need none M’ricnds?* 'rheword is null 
Restore the white ivas on that slvieid of mine 
“ Jlomc at** . wherever might be shield to bear. 

*• 1 see my grandsire, he who fought so well 1095 

“ At” . . here find out and put in time and [ilacc, 

Or else invent the fight his grandsire fought : 

“ I see this * I see that ’ ” 


* (See nothing else, 

Or I sliall scarce see lamb’<^fr>' in an hour ! 1100 

WTiat to the uncle, as I bid advance 

The smoking disfi ? Fry suits a tender tooth ! 
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“ Behoves we caic a little for our^km — 

“ Vou, Sir,““wJio care so mu|‘b for cousinship 
“ As come to >oiir pool loving nephew’s feast ! ” 
He has the reversion of a long lease yet— 

Land to bequeath * He loxes Limb’s fry, I know !) 

Heie fall to lie considered those same si\ 

(Jiulitjcs , vvhat IJotlini ncecL must call 
So irtany aggravations of our crime, 

Parasite-growth ujion there innideris back. 

Wc .siitnmanly nuglu dispose of sm h 
By some olf-haiul and jaunty flmg, some skit — 

“ So, since there ’s proved no crime to aggravate, 

A fico for your aggravations, Fisc ! ” 

No, — handle mischief rather, — jilay with spells 
Were meant to raise a spun, and laugh the while 
We show that did he lisc we aie his match I 
Theiefore, first aggravation . wc made up — 

Over and above oui simple murderous selves — 

* 

A regular assemblage of arnnjd men, 

Coiuhmaho armatonm^ — ay, 

Unluckily it was the ver>’ judge 
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Who 'ills in judgment cyi our cause to-day 
That*pasbed the law as Go'|ernor of Rome . 1125 

“ Four men armed,” — though for lawful purpose, mark ’ 

Much more for an acknowledged crime, — “ shall die.” 

• m 

We five were armed to the teeth, mowint murder too ? 
Why, that 's the very point that us, ! 

Let me instruct you. Crime nof done nor meant, — 

You punish still who aim and congregate 1131 

For why ha\c used bad means to a good end ? * 

Crime being meant noj done,— you punish still 
Tlie means to crime, w’hcrcon >uu haply ])ounre, 

Though accident have baulked jou of tlieir end. 1 1315 
But crime not only compassed but complete, 

Meant and <lone too ? \Miy, sin( c you have the end. 

Be that your sole concein, nor iniml those means 
No longer to the imrpose ! Murdered we ? 

{ — ^^Vhich, that our luck vras in the [irescnt case, 1140 
QhjJ C0fifr^£sse in pncsafti rasu, 

Is palpable, mambus paJpatiim e^f—) 

Make murder out against us^ nothing less ! 

Of many crimes committed mih a view 
To one main crirde, Law overlooks the less, 


*M5 



•IIIK RING AND THE BOOK, 


fc44 

Intent upon the large. Suppose ^ man 
Having in view roTnn)is.non y a theft, 

Climbs the town-Mall . ’t is for the theft he bangs, - 
In (ase lie sUruls ronvirtecl of such theft 
l.aw rrniUs wlupping, due to who ( lomb wall 1130 
'riirough biavcry or uantonness alone. 

Just to dislodge .1 d.iw’s^nesi or plant flag. 

So I inlorprct \nu the maul) mind 

Of Iftin the Judge shall judge bolli you and tne,-~ 

Our (iovcrnoi, who, being no my Fisc, " 1 ^3 

('annot liasc blundered on mcjuitude ^ 

Nc\l ,iggT,uatiou, that the aims themselves 
Wcio spe( lally of such foi bidden son 
rhiough shape or length or breadth, as, prompt, Law 
phu ks 

I'lom single hanvl of solitary man, ii6q 

Making him pay the carnage with his life . 

iirmofutJi, arms agaiirsl the rule, 

Ciw/’a f Of mam unihiiidwHiSy of 
Pope Ale\andel’^ blessed memory. 

Such is the j)oign:ml with the double piung, IJ165 
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• ^ 

when tineB jfokt bold the antlered buck^ 
And\nade of brittle glass— ^wherewith to stab 
Md*bi:ea1c off short and so let fragment stick 

Fast iti the flesh to baffle suigery : 

^ * 

Such being the Genoese blade with hooked edge 1 1 70 
That did ns service at the villa hcre^ 

S^if parcai mihi tarn eximws 7 u * 
liah— let so rare a personage forgive, — 

Fisc, ^;^objeCtion is a foppery ’ 

Thy chaigo^runs that killed three innocents 1 j 7 s 
Killed, dost see ? Then, if killed, what matter hou ? 

stick or stone, hy sword or dagger, tool 
Xong Or tool short, round or triangular - 
Foortihdii folks find small comfort in the choice * 

Means to an end, means to an end, my F i$c ’ 1 1 So 

NtHnfre cries out “ Take the first anns you find ’ ” 
ministra/ arma where ’s a stone ? 

Unit nA iapidem^ where darts for me ? 

O' 

UmHf tagUfm ^ Bat subdui^ the banl 

a httle. Kjj^ht montfis since, 1185 
Of iia4 we not, incurred yoat blame 
l^ck *Op$pS unpunished this bad pair ? 

h 
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U'i6 

1 think I proved that in la^t paragi^pb ! 

^^'hy did we so ? Because ou|; c ourage failed. 

Wherefore ? Through lack of arms to fight the foe 
We had no arms or merely laivful ones, 

An unimportant sword and blunderbuits, 

Against a foe, pollent^.m potency, 

'flic tTMafii 4 s, and our vixen of a wife. 

Well then, how culpably do we gird loin 
And once more undertake the high emprise, 

ITnlcbs wc load ourselves this second time 
With handsome superfluity of arms, > 

Since better is ** too much than ** not enough/^ 

AthI /*/r/s too much docs no bann, ' ‘4'|O0 

Kxcept in mathematics, sages say. 

(iather instruction from the parable I 
At first wc are advised — A lad hath here 
Seven barley loam and two small fishes: «lhat 
“Is that among so many ? ” Aptly asked : (ttos 

But ]>ui that question twice and, ^uitc as ajrf 

’ *1 

The answer is ** Fragments, twelve ’ 

Aad, while we speak of soperabandaticei 
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Weivord by th<i way t|p fools who cast their flout 
pBL Gmdow^' Puni^meot were panloned him, 

I* Bat Itete die punUhmen/exceeds oflence : 

V* 

Hfi might be just, but he was cruel too ! ” 
grotit there seems a kind of cruelty 
j|i^ownright stabbing people he could maim, 
i you st^mattse the stem and strict) 

I Xiuido meant no cruelty — may plead 
Trftsj^^ssion of his mandate, over-zeal 

of his companions : all he craved 
^emtd fray the faces of the folk, 
nowise make them die. 
esf^ he owns no more, 
iwmdatNmy than that he desired, 
]4dsfiili^um^ di^rfiy that they hack 
A^r|i^g y the customary phrase, his wife, 
and no hann beside. 

then be misconceived, 
impute you blame to him ? 
Panicolhis to the point,* 
j J Oh> I quite expect his case — 
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Having good rcafion to mistrust t]|eir wives, 

Killed them and were absolved in consequence : 

While others who had gone beyond the need 
lly mutilation of each paramour — 

As (ialha iii the Horatian satire grievea 1235 

• -These wore condemned to the galleys, cast for guilt 
I'At ceding sim[ilc murder of a wife. 

Hut why? Because of ugliness, and not 
Cniclty, in the said revenge, I trow ! 

causa ai/semionts partium ; 1240 

Qui nempe ui fkxcimtcs fcputantur 
Katufu' nun revolts 

Against^ them as tlie natural enemy. 

>ii 

l*ray. grant to one uho meant to slit the nose 
And slash the check and slur the mouth, at mo 5 |» 194$ * 

A somewhat more hunune award than these 
Obtained, these natural enemies of man! 

Object it m funditus lorrutt, flat you fall, 

My Fisc ! 1 waste no kick on you, but ptisa 

Thud aggravation : that our act was done — 

Not in the public street, w%ere safe^ best 
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Not 111 Ae bye-place, Aation may avoid, 

WooHt CaWD* desert, spote contrived for crime, — 

But in the very house, home, nook and nest, 

O’ the victimsAnurdered in their dwelling-place, 1255 
In ddm 0 profna^ 

Where all^ presumably is peace and j^jy. 

The spider, crime, pronounce \\c twice a pest 
When, creeping from^^ongenial cottage, she 
Taketh hold with her hands, to hornf> ^260 

Htsj household more, i^the [jalacc of the king. 

All three Were housed and safe and confident. 

Moreover, the permission that our wife 
Siiould have at length domum pro carcerf^ 
iter own abode in place of prison — why, 1 265 

W« oumd^es granted, by our other self 
And Faolo : did we make such grant, 
a hue elude the vigilance 
C^'lbe j|A 3 o|, lead her to commodious death, 

Wh 3 « relentecf? ^ 1370 

Ay, 

jUiit ««, aor otherwise, my Fisc ! 

.{» lavAtl ? We demand 01& right. 
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But find it will be questioned or libfused 

By jailor, turnkey, hangdog,— h hat know we? 1*75 

Pray, how is it we should conduct ourselves? 

'lb gam our private right — break public jpeace, 

Do you hid us? — trouble order with oitr broils? 
Endanger . . shall 1 shrink to own . . ourselves ?~ 
Who want no broken head nor bloody nose 1280 

(While busied slitting noses, breaking heads) 

Frofh the first tij)stair that may interfere I 
A^am qmcqutd stt, for howsoever iV be. 

Aft tie consensu nostro^ if with leave 
Or not, a monasferio^ from the nuns, 

Eduita essei^ she had been led forth, 

Potuimtu id dtsAtmu/irfc^ we 
May well have granted leave in pure pretence* 
tfdUum habere^ that thereby 

An entry we might compass, a free move 1290 

PotUMemuSy to her easy deadi. 

Ad earn ocadendafft. Privacy 

tV ihe hearth, and'sanctitude of horm^ s?ay ytm? 

•Shall we give roan’s abode more privilqie 
Tlian God’s ?--for in the churche$ wheki He 
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Jh mhitit Jdex, by means 1 296 

Of Vt\& essence, rntniianij all the same, 

Bi ^kUmhm^ therein, in 

Ex Justk *?fdf whoso dares 

• # 

To take a liberty on ground enough, 1300 

Is pardoned, excusatur * that "s our gise — 

Delinquent through befitting k aifse. You hold^ 

To puni^ a false wife in her own house 
Is graver than, what happens every day, ^ 

To^ale a debtor from Jiis hiding-place 1 305 

In church protected by the Sacrament ? 

To tl^ conclusion have I brought my Fisi. ? 

Foxe^ have holes, and fowls o’ the air theii nests , 

Brat^e you the impiety that follows, Fisc ? 

Sliall false wife yet heve where to lay her head ? 1310 

** XS^i^ defiminm est/'* He ’s done ! 

** ft make a note of it ! 

---‘If J niw 43 ^ny with Aquinas’ word. 

Of to jtiiodiiath-^ does he mutter stiU, 

Fod^'ai^ that we changed our garb, i3t5» 

uncouth hat, 
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Hough vest and goaisicm wrappagfe ; murdered thiis* 
Mutatmie vestum^ in disguise, 

Whereby mere murder got complexed with wile, 

Turned homicuitum ex / Fise, 1320 

How often must I round thee m the caiw — 

All means arc hwful^to a la\\hil end? 

Concede he had the right to kill his wife : 

'rhe Count mdulge<l m a travesty; why? 

De iHa ut 7 indufam utmerefy 1335 

Thai on her he might lawful \enge,anre take. 

Com modi Uiy with more case, et luUu^^ 

And safclier wants he wairant for the step? 

Read to rhv profit how^ the Apostle once 

For case and safety, when Damascus raged, 1330 

Was let down in a basket by the w^all. 

To 'srajie the malu c of the governor 
( Vnother soil of Governor lxia«its Rome I) 

‘Man> arc of opinion, — covered close, 

Conroalcd with— what cxcepi thatn^cry rtosii I33S 
He left behind at I'roas aftenvard? 

L shall not add a syllable . MplmisiB may 1 
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W«fl, have wc «<»« tc manage ? Ay, indeed ! 

aggmvadOo, that ouorwifc reposed 
Sui potatak /ndicis, beneath 

Frotecdon of the judge, — her house was styled 

• • 

A prison, and his {fower became iis guard 
In heu of wall and gate and bolt ayd bar. 

This is a tough point, slirewd, re<loubtabIc ; 
Because we have to supplicate the judge 

overtook UTong done the judgment-scat. 
,Nbw, 1 might suffer my nose be pulled, 

As man — but then as lather . . if the Fisc 
Tottth^ one hair of tuy boy who held my hand 
In con^uience be could not come to bann 
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Crossing the Corso, at my own desire, 

CoK^ tp see those bodies in the church — 

Wh^ wopld yOtt say to that, Don Hyacinth ? 

Thta.» sole and single knotty point ■ 

Fofr.^ Tojmnati blink his interest, 1 j’ss 

inagna^ Q>e while : 
liOnwtatfs office,— he tallft big 
."’ ■Itjl' j^VedecMSOrs in the place,— those sons 

' V { 1 ' ^ 

' |iMigpl)ds that may hope succeed me here, — 

*20 
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“ Shall 1 dimmish their j)rc*rogative? 

“ Count Guido Franccschini's^honour I— well, ' 

“ Has the (rovemor of Rome none ? ” 

You [lerceiv^ 

^I'he (.ards are all agau^sl us. Make a pash, « 

Kick ovei table, as» shrewd gamesters do ! 1365 

Wc, do you say, eiu roar h upon ihe rights, 

DenyS-hc omnipotence o* the Judge forsooth? 

We, ulio have only been from first 0 last 
Intending that his purpose should prevail, 

Kay, more, at times, anu< ipdlmg it /^370 

At risk of Ins rebuke ? 

Rut wait awhile ! 

Cannot we lump this w'Uh the sixth and last* 

Of the aggravations — that the Majesty 

O’ the Sovereign here ret eived a w^ound ? to-wi^;. ^37 S 

/^rsa Afaj.'s/as, since our violehce 

Was out of envy to tnc course of law, 

Ir^otHum /ttis t \Vc cut bhort thereby 
« 

Three pending suits, promoted by ourself 
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Yes, here the empdye wralh with full efiert ' 

How, did not indignation chain my tongue, 

C9)tld I tepd this last, worst chatje of all ' 

(There is a porcupine to barlvtcue , 13X5 

Gipa cah jug a rabbit well enough. 

With sour -sweet sauce and pine -pips; l>ut,*goo«l 
Lord, 

l^l^ftose die devil instigate the wench 

TlO MdW, not roast him ? Stew my porcupine } 

If she does, 1 know ivhcrc his iiuills shall stick ' 1300 

Ct^e, I itmst go myself and sec to things 
I cannot stay much longer stewmg here.) 


OurMOmach . . I mean, our soul is stirred within, 
A^'yre want words. We wounded Majesty f 
such a censure, we ?— who yearned 
Majesty di-sifel the cloud 
us with healing on hef wings, 
ytk {^yed Pope Ma/afas' very sdf 
' ini iii^o^;>^ trlitde the taidy'padt, 
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Bell os forth deep the autiioritBtive ba.7 1400 

Should start the beagles into sudden yelp 
Unisonous,— and, Uospcl Icacfing Law, 

Grant there assemble in our own bchooc 
A Congregation, a particular Court, 

few jm kcJ friends gf fpiality and place, .*405 

1*0 hear the several matteh in dispute, 

Causes big, little and indiherenl, 

Ilred our marriage like a mushroom-growth, 

All at onre (can one brush off sucUtoo $odn?) 

i\nd so with laudable dispatch deckle t4io 

Whether we, io the main (to sink detail) 

Were one the Pope should hold fast or let ga 
“ What, take the credit from the Law? you ask? 
Indeed, we flid ’ I^iw ducks to Gospel here : 

A\‘h> should Law gam the glory and pronpuiiite 14x5 
\ judgment shall immortalize the Pope ? 

Yes our self-abnegating policy 

JoabV— wc would rouse bur David^'s sfoittk 

• * 

Hid him encamp against a cit}%^sack 

place whereto ourselves had tong laid siege, ' 

taking it at last, it take our name * 
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Norlie.styled Itmoemtinefelis^ 

•V ^ 

But no ! Tb«^ modesty was in alarm, 

f A 

The temjierEmcll^t^fased to interfere. 

Returned us our petition with the word 1425 

• • 

“ AJjfiidkXi wr*” “ Leave him to his Judge I ” 

As who should say “ Why trouble rgy repose ? 

“ Why consult Peter m a simplt case, 

** Peter's wife's sister in her fever-fit 
IVl^ht solve as readily as the Apostle's self? 4430 
Are my Tribunals jiosed by aught so plain ? 

IlHCath not my Court a conscience ? It is of age, 
*‘Askitr 


W'e do ask, —but, inspire reply 
To the Court thou bidst me ask, as 1 have a^ked— 1435 
Oh thou, who vigilantly dost attend 
To, fven tisc fetr, the inelfectual wonlsi 
Whit^ from this our low and munthme sphere 
Ujt' W diy 1^00 out of stndke and noisci 
StdttBfi; eobo^ration frenn thy nod * t440 

WIk>'|ui|t,ufl}usdce — which means mercy too, 
sftioky world like ours 
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Where Adam’s sin made peccable his seed ! 

We venerate the father of the flock. 

Whose Inst faint sands of life, the fritter^ gOld^ 11445 

Kill noiselessly, yet all ’loo fist, o* the cone 

« 

And tapering heap of those collected years,—*- 
Never have these bcfii hurried in* their flow, 

Though justice fain woulti jog reluctant arm, 

In eagerness to lake the forfeiture 1450 

( )f f?uiUy life . nut< h less shall tnercy sue 
Jn \ain that thou let innoceiuc survive, 

Prcripititc no minim of the mass 

CV the all so precious moments of thy life, 

By pushir»g (Juulo into death and doom 1 1455 

(Our (aiuhnal engages to go read 

The Pope my speech, and point its beauties ottL 

They say, the Pope has one half-hour, in twelve 

Of something like a moderate return 

Of the intellectuals, — never ftiuch to lose !-^ 14164' 

If\ adroitly plant fliis passage there, 

Jhc Fisc will And himself forestalled, 1 thuik, , 

Though he stand, beat till the old ear-dhati 
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— AtC boy of oiy o\m bowels, Hya^ntli, 

WiU over catch' the hnack, requite the pains '14^5 
Of poor pa]», b^ome proficient too 
r the how and why and when, the tune to Inigh, 

The tutte to weep, the time, again, to pray. 

And all t^ times prescitbcd by Holy Writ ? 

VVelU well, wc futbm can but care, b»it cast 1470 

Out bread upon the waters •) 

Jn It wonl, 

Th^ secondary charges go to ground, 

Since secondary, and superriuous, — motes 

Quite ftom the main point we did all anr] some, 1475 

LUtlO and mucli, adjunct and principal, 

Causa J^00ris. Is there such a cau.se 
As the sake of honour? Hy that tiolc test try 
0 % aetto^t^ nor demand if moVe or less, 

Because of the action’s motJe, wc mcrii blame 14S0 
0 ^ majr-be deserve praise I The Court decides. 

Is the ebdliwful? It allow^s^ the means 

'1 ’ *' 

IVIntt we in^ wo may with safety do, 
Apdffl^'htoWis “safety ” wc ourselves must judge. 

^ 'wrongs me past dispute : 1 4S5 
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If my legitimate vengeance be a blow, 
Mistrusting my bare arm can deal that blow, 

I claim co-operation of a stief , 

Doubtful if stick be tough, I crave a sword ; 
DifFulcnt of ability in fence, 

I fee n friend, a swordsman to assist ; 

Take one he may be < oVard, fool or knave r 
Why not take fifty? -anil if these exceed 
r thfc dtie degree of dnibbmg. whom accuse 
But the first author of the aforesaid wrong 
Who pul poor me to such a world of pains ? 
Surgery would have pist excised a wMrt ; 

The patient made Slu h pother, stniggled so 
That the sluirp instiunicnt sliced nose and all 
'raunt us not tlial our friends performed for pay! 
Ourselves, the simple honour’s sake sufficed • 

But country clowns want dirt they compreheavd, 
The piece of gold * Our reasons, which Sttfficil 
Ourselves, be ours alone , odr piece of gold 
Be, to the rustic, r&son he approves ! ^ 

must translate our motives like ottr qieed). 
Into the lower phrase that suits the s^ale 
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ijoo 
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O' tfie limitedly api)rchenbive. Let 

Each level have its Ungiui^o * Heaven speaks first 

To the angel, then the aivgJl tames ihc word 1510 

Down to the ear of Tohil he, m turn 

• • 

Diminishes the message to Ins dog. 

And filially that dog fifnls how thejlca 
(Which else, importunate, nngru check his speed) 

Shall learn its hunger must hive holitlay, i Si 5 

By application of hi-N tongue or jmw 
So*many varied suits ^f language here, 

Each following each w itii pace to match the step. 

Haud passibus iPqun f 


'laU.ing of which flea 1^20 
Rcmmds me I must ])ut in special ^oul 
For the poor huml Ic following,— tiic four friends, 

Sicarn^ our assassins caught and caged 
Ourselves are safe in your ap]>roval now . 

Yet must we care for our companions, plead t Jjf5 

# 

The cause o' the poor, the (rjcnds (oJ'old'WorW i nth) 
Who lie in tribulation lor our sake. 

Pauperum Procili^aior is my style • 


vot. UI. 


^ 2 \ 
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1 Stand forth i% the poor man’s advocate : 

And when ^^e treat of what roncems the poor, 1530 
VT/ tie pauper tbti^^ 

fn bondage, Ciiticnitn, for their sake, 

In eonnn two/f, naturil piety, 

/VAii, ever ought to v^in the day, • 

7 f lumphat e debet, tjuta tp %T umi, 1535 

Ilecauso those very < oiistitulc. 

‘nie\hnn\ Cbn^t/, all the wealth of (‘hnsl. 

Nevertheless I shall not hold )ou Iwng 

With inultiplu itv of proofs, not burn 

Candle at novMi tide, daidy the dear 1540 

d here beams a < a<e nTulgent from our books — 

( astrensis, Uutrmgrinu'i, everywhere 
I find It burn to dissipate the (Lirk. 

IS this a husband had a friend, which fnemJ 
ISceineil to hnn ovei liiendly with Ins wife 1545 

In thought and purpose, —I pretend no more. 

To justify suspkion or dispel,* 

He bivU his wife nuK’ show ofjjiving heed, 

Si^mbtance of sympathy — piot^o^e, m fine, 

c 

A secret meeting in a private place. 1556 
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The* friend, enticed tlius, finds an ambuscade, 

'I'o-wit, the husband posteil ith a park 
Of other friends, who fall ifi^on the first 

And beat his lo\e and life out l)oth at once 

* • 

These friends were brought to question for ihcir help , 
1-aw ruled ‘’The huMjftiml l>e]ng in^the right, 1556 

Who helped him m the nglif (an scaire be wrong ” 
Opim0^ an opinion every wav, 

Multum teuouiii toidt, hcait shoiiUi hold ' 

Wien the infenois foUow as lu-fits 1560 

The lead o’ the print ipal, they i hangc then name, 

And, non dicuntur, arc no longer called 

His manddloncs, mandatoniy 

Ilut helpmates, ud onxiitaiojcs , sin< e 

To that degree does honour sake lend aul, 1565 

Adfo honoris lansa a/ efiteax 

'fliat not alone, non solum ^ docs it pour 

Itself out, se dtjfundafr on mere fi lends, 

We bring to do our bidding of this sort, 

In mandator ivs simfiucs, but sucks ♦ 1570 

# 

Along with it in wide and generous whiil, 

Std etiasn assastimt guoditafe 
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iOj 

people quahfictl 

l»v tlu* ♦I'KiIity of AssassntationS self, 

Imre I rniikc use of sudi iicolfc^isni, 1575 

/V Hi t> I'trhiK 

f Ic‘SU‘ nc U» (‘uuelfuio 

< *1 tiu' lUhet polnl^ tlhLl Kmvl some Rvv 

I »'i Spreti , siK h .1^ th.e ddiii [UeiitN’ yoiitii 
( >’>t til* nv fills sliori, l)V some montlK>, ol age 
I''h tn !>(' l>v tiu 

Mu I !».’<! iiuiij o\' luvs a\vrii«l, 

IkiiL too,’!. ru'is, sppu'rtsot iht ('ratuliikL 
1 vjMh I lull hone lo '^pretJ, ami tc-^en^ 

M\siiMk, juf ler ba * » of , ij./inn’nl 15S5 
I'lingm tiK bicast 1^1 1 le i tiu l.v< e */ the I'lsr, 

^V ho fuinishetl me the lul brt lie must neciL'» 
l'‘u (Ui Ills p'lSiioi^e aiu! auk the clowns, — 

Atpi t'm, .u msniuc ofilie raik, confess 
All four un.iminousK in.uie reV)!\t% — 151)0 

'ri e o Uie miiaier, m brief minute snatched 
l\*nuiii the bu k of (liiulo Aa be llcil, - 

t 

'TIm? uiK c lu' luui not kept bis pioinise. paid 
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Thc*monty for the murder on Ihc 

t 

So, reaching home again, miglit pl« a^c ignore j <;o5 
The paf^t or pay them m jn?pr<ipcr coin. - 
They one and ill lOboieed, theM.' hojicful fiiends, 

T were Iiesi iTuu^Iui:t< ihe nmnovc’s light. 

Nature teen it ted her d.ue !epo^t\ 

» 

By killing Guido as he I \y adte|« ir>oo 

Pillowed on wallet iNimli (.oniauu\l iIk'u fee 

I tAitnk the Fis< ki^nileilge oj thi^ firl 
What fart could hopv* to nnkc more nmileM 
'Pheir rectitude, Ciutdo's inlegritv^ 

For who iaiis leromnso the lout hing tnitli jOo-; 

That these poor nisticfi hoie no t nvv. halt*. 

Mahcc nor yet un< InntaMencss 
Agatnst the people thev hail put to dcaUi ^ 

In them, did such an act leuaitl itself? 

All done was to tleserve tiic stmpU pay. ihig 

Obtain the bread clowns earn bv ■‘Ue tt of btow, 

And missing which, they mt .sctl ni evc*r>’thing — 

■ 

Hence claimed piiy, even at evpen'se of life 
To their own lord, so little warped (admire 
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lly prepossession, such the absolute )6i$ 

Instinct of equity in rustic souls * 

Whereas our Count, the ruhifated mind, 

He, wholly rapt in his serene regard 
Of honour, he f ontemplaUng the sun, 

WIio haidly marks if laper blink liblow, i6ao 

He, dreaming of no argun^ent for death 
Kxcei»t a vengeance worthy noble hearts,— 

Dardtl not so deserratt the deed, forsooth, 

Vulgarise vengeance, as defray its^ ost 

Ky money dug from out the dirty earth. 1625 

lintant mere, in OMirs phrase, to ill 

AVlut tlumgh he lured base hinds by lucre’s hop)e,— 

'riic only motive they could masticate, 

Milk for babes, not strong meat which men require ? 

"fhe deed done, those coarse hands were soiled 
enough, 

He sjiared them the pollution of tlie pay, 1631 

So much for the allegemcnt,* thine, my Fisc, ^ 

Quo ml absuttiiHs, Vian which nought more 
may be squeeaeil 

From out the cogitative brain of thee I * > 
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d * 

1 . — 

Andvhow^ thou excellent the Governor ! 

'(Pttsii to the peroration) catcrum 
Bnisf! supplUo^ I strive in ji^ayer, 

Ut dminis nms^ that unto the Court, 

J 3 mignafr 0 nU^%\i\\ a gracious brow, 1640 

Ei ocults smntSy and nald eyes, 

B&pcndcre pltuca/, it may pleaj^t; them weigh* 

QuOii dominus Guido^ that our noble Count» 

Occidit^ did the killing in dispute, ' 

Vi^fjus honor tumuiatui, that 1O45 

The honour of him buried fathom-deep 
in infamy, m hifamia^ might arise, 

as ghost breaks sepulchre ! 

OceidiU:^ for he killed* uxoreniy wife, 
gwVr illi fuit^ since she was to him, 1650 

pp^r^fHo^ a disgrace and nothing more ! 

killed her p«arents too, 

^feitfV who, postposita vcrtcundla^ 

/Having throtfn off all sort ot decency, 

had renounced , 1655 

/*]piieir daughter, cdque dcclararc mn 

nor Telt blush tinge"" check, 
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Declaring, mcreinas i^cnitam 
Aiif, she was the off'>])rmg of ai drab, 

Vt ip^e dehonesUtreiut , |usi 1 660 

That so himself lose his social rank ! 

• ^ 

Ciifta maitem^ aiul which daughter s heart and souh 
The), pcn'uU) unty tiyncvl fioiu tlib right course, 
lit ad dluiios a morn hou * 

Dumtaccat prilexerunt^ and to love 1665 

Not^iniplv did alluTingly incite, 

Sed VI obtdiCfdiu\ but by h>rce 
O' the duty, //Atz/o, (Luightcia owe, 

Coa^ntoti, foiced and drove licr to the deed 

Oiaditi J rcjieat ho kdled the <lan, 1670 

A<f mliC€t iimpHiis in di.Jic*^rt, 

I*est iHjradvcniure longer life might trad, ^ 
link by link his turpitude, 
imwis hateful so 

'I'o kith and kindred, a nobt/ibus ^675 

yotatus^ shunned by men of quality, 

JReLctus ab <Tw/rn, feft V the lurch 
]|{y friends^ ab omnibus derisus^ turned 
A common luck-block to tty edge of jokes. 
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OcMit^ and he killed them here in Rome, j68o 

♦ 

In Uthe^ the Eternal City, Sirs, 

Nmp€ qua alias spedata est^ 

The appropriate theatre which witnessed onccj 

« • 

Matromm nobiletn. Lucretia\ self, 

AUuetf pudiathe mactiiiis^ 16K5 

Wash off the spots of her puflicity, 

prvpt ^\ith her own pure blood ; 

Qutc vidii^ iind which city also saw, 

jntirfm^ Virgimus, ut^dcquaqut^ quite, 

fmpHnmty uUh no sort of punishment, 1690 

Nor, d mn lUaudatum^ la< king praise, 

•SSflf/ p&Uucntm pan uuiio^ 

Imbrue his hands with butchery, yf/zo', 

lPf chai»te Virginia, to avoid a* rape, 

Ne raperetur ad stupra , so to heart, 1 695 

Tsmii itli cordi fuit. did he take, 

Suspitk^ die mere fancy men might base, 

amltimdi^ of fame^ loss, 

i p^ks ^uerit filta ^ 

he prefened to lose his child, t7oo 

• ^ 

^ iUa rather than she walk 

rot. Hit: 


22 
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The ways an, inhonaia^ duld disgraced, 
fjcci turn spcnti\ though against her will. 

(kndit —killed them, I reiterafc — 

in propna domOy in their onn abode, 1705 

Ut ad ulti^rtJ €f patently that each wretch, 

Ctm^cn a^noscoenty might both sc*e?ind say, 

Nufhim itirifWy there’s^ no j»Tare, fwllupigm esse 
A^vimny nor yet refuge of escape, 

/mpeflctt\ihiiemy shall serve as bar, 1710 

fhmm htMK to llie wounded one 
In honour; tteve ibi opprobru 
Cimimmrentm y killed them on the spot 
iMoreo\er. dteadmg lest widun those walls 
'Flic opprobrium ]jcnd\entnre be prolonged, 1715 

pt damns qiuc kstis Juti lurpiutHy 
And that the dominie which witnessed crime, 
et pmiiJCy might watch punishment * 

Ocxidity killed, I round you in the cars, 

Quia aho modoy since by other mode, 17^0 

Nen paterae ejns exs^timatiay 
T{icTe was no possibility his £ime, 
gained griesi}', /«i« tnermUtr, 
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Dulere araificeSf might be healed : 

% 

Oca^it uf ixemplum pmbtrei 1723 

Ux$nbusy killed her, so to^esson wires 
Jura cmjugiiy that the marriage-oath; 

m 0 

Rtst servanda, must be kept henceforth 

4 • 

Oeadtf denique, killed 4tcr, in a word, 

Ut pro pane honatut vnnret, * 1730 

That he. please God, might creditably live, 

!»n minus, but if fate willed otherwise. 

P^qprtt honons, of his outniged fame, 

Offtnst, by Mannaja, if you plea.se, 

Commueranda vutma ,aderet, 1 735 

The pitiable victim he should fill ! 

Done ! 1' the tough, i’ the rough I But <lone ! And, lo, 
lauided and stranded lies ray very speech. 

My miracle, my monster uf defence — 

into the nose whereof -4740 

I have ]^t fish-hook, pierced his jaw with thorn, 

And g^ven him to my maidens for a play ! 

1* die vbttgh : to-mcHTow'l review my piece, 

.thme Imre and'there undue floridity. 



• 7{ THIi. rinc and the book. 

It ’s hard : you have to plead before these priests #745 

And poke at them with Scripture, or you pass 

For heathen and, what's worsdj for ignorant 

O’ the quality o’ the Court and what it likes 

By way of illustration of the law. 

> 

To-rnorrow stick in this, and throw V)ut that, 1750 

And, having first ccdcblastitized, 

RcguUirize the whole, next emphasize, 

Then Jatmizc and lastly Cuero-i/e, 

Giving my Fisc his finish. There ‘s*my speech ! 

And where’s my fry, and family and friends ? 4755 

Wlicrc ’s that huge Hyacinth I mean to hug 
Till he cnes out, “yir/// safU ' l^t me breathe !*’ 

Now, \\hat an evening have I earned to-day i 
Hail, ye true ] Measures, all the re.st are false ! 

Oh, llte old mother, oh, the fattish wife ! 1760 

Rogue Hyacinth shall put on paper toque, 

And wrap himself around with mamma's veil 
Done up to imitate papas black robe, 

(I ’m in the secret of the comedy, — 

Part of the program leaked out long ago !) 

And call himself the Advdbate o’ the PoOTp 
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Mime Dod father fbat defends the Count : 

And for reward shall h«iv6 a small full glass 
Of manly red rosoUo to hiiSself^ 

Always provided that he conjugate 1770 

• t 

Siiv, I drink, correctly — nor be found 
Make the perjectum, bi]>sjy as last ycyir ! 

How the ambitious do so hardt'n heart 
As lightly hold by these homc-sanecitudes, 

To me is matter of bewilderment — 1 775 

Be'lirildemient ! Bccail«^e ambition’s range 
Is nowise tethered by domestic tie : 

Am I refused an outlet from my home 
To the world’s stage? — ^w'hercon a man should play 
The man in public, vigilant for law, 1 7lio 

Zealous for truth, a credit to his kind, 

employing talent so, I yield 
The Lord His own with usury, — 


{^"j^itis&ction, yea, to (^od Himself ! 
^«a,i iuLve modelled me by Amur’s wi$b, 


^ &x from me vanity and hesit 

me widi food convenient for me ' *’ What 
tP d«iRrcig|id shoiAd a wise man requite beyond ? 
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• 

Can I but coax the gooit fat little wife 
To tell her fool of a father the mad prank 1 79® 

His soipegrace nephew playctl tins time last year 
At Carnival ’ Jle could not choose, I think, 
fJut modify that intonsidcrate gift 
i y the cup and cover ^ somewhere the will 

Under the pillow, someont: seems to guess) 1795 

-Correct that clause m favour of a boy ^ 

The^nfle ought to grace, with name engraved. 

Would look so well, iiroduced m Ibture years 

lo filcdge a memor>, when poor pajia 

Uitin Aud Uw arc long since Liul .U rest — ?8oo 

//vaan^/at dono dedit avtt\ f Why, 

*rhc wife should get a necklace for her pains. 

The very pearls that made Violantc proud, 

And Pietro pawned for half their value once,~ 
Redeemable by somebody, 7 U v// 1805 

Marita ifUit rctumhonba^ 

Onusta mammts, . . baiCts ambuict ' 

Her bosom shall tXsplay tiie big round balls, 

% 

No braver proudly borne by wedded wife \ 

With which Horatian promise I conclude, iftio 
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A 

lnt(/the pigeon-hole with thec% my speech ! 

Off and away, first work then play, i)lay, play ' 
Botlini, bum your books, >^u blazmg ass I 
Sing ‘^Tra-la-la, for, lambkins, we must live ! ” 



I'm; rutg the the book. 




‘IX. 

JURIS DOCTOR JOHANNES- 
liAPTISTA BOTTINIUS, 

FlSt:i ICT REV. CAM APOSTOL. ADVOCATUS. 

I Ciod’s Icnvc, how I would alter things * 

If I might read instead of print iny speech^ — 

Ay, and enliven speech with many a flower 
Refuses obstinately blow in print. 

As wildings planted in a pnm parterre, — 

This scurvy room were turned an immense hall ^ 
Opposite, fiAy judges in a row ; 

t 

This siile and tbaf'of me, for audience^Rome : 

^nd, where yon window is, the Pope dioofal Itide*^ 
Watch* curtained) but peep visibly eiioiigh. 



iv OOCtOR ;OHANNES-l*ArtrifTA BOrilNlU?. ^7,7 

"IT* ^ 7""^ 

,A buzz of expectation ! Through the crowd, 

Jingling his chain and stumping w ith his staff. 

Up comes an usher, louts Am low, “ The C'ourt 

** {lequires the allocution of the Fisr ’ ” 

• # 

rise, I bend, I look about me, pause 1 5 

0 *er the hushed multitude I < omit— One, two - 


H^'C ye seen, Judges, *Iiavc ye, lights of law,— 

When il may hap some painter, much in vogue 
Throughout our city nutritive of arts, 

Ye summon to a Usk shall test his \vt)rlh, 20 

And inanufacuire, as he knows and can, 

A work may decorate a palice-wnll, 

Afibrd my lords their Holy Family, — 

Hath it escaped the acumen of the Court 
How such a painter sets himself to paint ? 25 

SMppD$e that Joseph, Mary' and her Babe 
A^Journeying to Egypt, prove the pierft . 

Why^ first be sedulously faractisetb. 

« • 

psiiatet^-^gmlmg loin and lighting lamp, 

' tot. til. 


53 


1^ THE RTirC AND THE 

* _ 

On what may nourish eye, make facile hand ; * jO 

(iettclh him studies (styled by draughtsman so) 

From some assistant corf)Sc ot Jew or Turk 
C)r, haply, Mohnist, he ruts and carves, — 

Tliis Lura or this Carlo or the like, 

# 

'fo him the hones thqr inmost seR’et yield, 35 

Ea( h noltli and nodule signify theii use : 

On him the muscles turn, in triple tier, 

And*|ileasantly enlreal the entrusted man 
*• t'amihanze ihcc with our play that lifts 
“ 'I'hus, and thus loweis again, leg, arm ami fool ! 40 
- Ensuring due coiTcctness in the nude. 

Which done, is all done? Not a whit, ye know ! 

He,— to art's suiface rising from her depth, — 

11 some ll.iK polled soft'bcarded sire be found, 

May simulate a Joseph, (happy enhance *) " 45 

Lmmeth exact each wrinkle of the brow, 

Eoseth no involution, cheek or chap, 

T ill lo, m black and white, tlie senior lives ! 

Is it a *oung anrt comely ]>easant-nurse 

# 

That i>oseih ? (be the phrase accorded me 1) 50 

Each feminine delight o^fiorid iipi 
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^ "• r ' ■ 

Efyes brimming o’er and hxow bowed down with love, 

Marmoreal neck and bo$om uberous, — 
dad on the paper in a trice they go 

To help his notion of the Mother-maid ; 55 

‘ ^ • 

l^ethinks 1 see it, chalk a little stumped i 
Yea and her babe— th^ flexure of*«»oft limbs, 

That budding f)C'e imbued w'lth dewy sleep, 

Contribute each an excellence to Christ. 

Nay, since he humbly lent com|:>anionship, • 60 

Ei^en the t^oor ass, unpanniered and elate 
Stands, perks an ear up, he a model too ; 

While clouted shoon, stafl, scrip and water-gourd,— 
Aught may betoken travel, heat and haste,— 

No )0t nor tittle of these but in its turn 65 

Ministers to perfection of the piece : 

TUI now, sudi piece before him, part by part, — 

Such prelude ended, — ^pause our painter may. 

Submit Ilf* studies one by one> 

And in some soit boast “ I have served my lords." 70 

m 

But wbut ? And hath he painted once this while f 

* * 

'Or wben jre ay " Froduce the thing required, 
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wShow us our picture shall rejoice its niche^ 

“ Thy Journey tlirough the Desert done in oils 
What, doth he fill to slmUhni^inid his sheets, 
Fumbling for first this, then the other fact 

• * 

Consigned to ]>aper, Hindu's/’ bear the term ! — 

ff 

And strct( h a canvas, jiix n pot o‘r^paste, 

\nd fasten hero a head amt there a tall, 

(1’hc ass hath one, my Judges ! ) so dove-tail 
< )r, raithor, ass tail in, piece somly out — 

Jly bus of leprodiKtion of the life-*- 
The picture, the expected Family? 

1 trow not ' do 1 miss uiih my conceit 

11u‘ mark, ni) loids? — not so my lords were scrv'cd I 

Rather youi artist turns abrupt from Ihe&e, 

And prefembly buries him and broods 
((^uUc away fiom aught vulgar and extern) 

On the inner spci lnim, filtered through the eye, 

His brain dcposit, bred of many a drop^ 

A //«; mum . and the wiser he ! 

For in ttfat brain ,--4heir fancy secs at work. 
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Coulci my lords peep indulged, — results alone, 
Not professes which nourish the result, * 
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Would they discover and appreciate, — life 95 

Fed by digestion, not raw food itself, 

Mp gobbets but smooth comfortable chyme 

Secreted from each snapped-up crudity, — 

• • 

^Less distinct, i:Mirt by part, but in the whole 

Truer to the subject,~thc main central truth roo 

And soul o* tlu'^fitciure, would my Judges spy, — 

, Not those mere fragmentary studied fac ts 

\\Tiich auSw'er to the outw'ard frame and flesh— 

Not this nose, not thal eyebrow, the other fact 

Of man’s staff, woman’s stole or infant’s clout^ T05 

lo, a spirit-birth conceived of flesh, 

Truth rare and real, not transcri])ls, fact and false. 

The studies — for his pupils and himself I 

The picture be for our eximious Rome 

And^who knows ?— satisfy its Governor, i lo 

Whose new wing to the villa he hath bought 

(Ood ghr|? him joy of it) by Capena, soon 

(T is bruited) shall be glowing with the bruNh 

Of who hath long surpassed the l<'lor«%tine, 

The Vibiiuite and . . what if 1 dared add, 115 

• • * 
Dm his ttmtet, yea the Cortonese,— 
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1 raean the accomplished Giro Ferri, Sirs I 
(—Did not he die ? 1 *11 see before I print.) 

Knd we exordium, Pheebus plucks my car ! 

Thus then, just so and no whit otherwise, 

Have 1, — engaged as twtre Ciro*s%elf, 

To paint a parallel, a Famify, ^ 

The ]>atriarch Pietro with his wise old wife 
To bftol (as if one introduced Saint Anne 
Py bold conjecture to complete the group) 

And juvenile Pompilia with her babe, 

Who, seeking safety in the wildeniess, 

Were .all surprised by Heroil, while outstretched 
In sleep beneath a palm-tree by a spring, 

And killed — the very circumstance I paint, 

Moving the pity and terror of my lords — 

Exactly so have I, a month at least, 

Votir Fiscal, made me cognizant of facts, 

SearcJied out, pried into, pressed the meaning forth 

f 

Of every piece of Evidence in ^nt, 
i^ow bloody Herod slew these innocents, — 

Until tite glad result is gained, the group 
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Deftionstrably presented in detail, 

Their slumber and his onslaught, — like as life. 
Yea and, availing me of Hblp allowed 
fi^haw, discreet provision lest my lords 
Be too much troubled by efllrontcry, — 

The rack, law plies sliSpectcd crime withal — 
(l-a\v that hath^jmened while* the lyrist sang 
“ Late iormctfiutn 

' v^»ent)y tliou joggest by a twinge the wit, 
^^Pkrumqttc duro^'" else were slow to blab 
Through this concession my full cup nnis o’er * 
The guilty owns his guilt without reserve. 
Therefore by part and part 1 clulth my case 
Which, in entirety now, — momentous task, — 
My lords demand, so render them I must, 

Since, one poor pleading more and 1 have done. 
But shall I ply my papers, play my proofs, 
Parade my studies, fifty in a row, 

though the Court were yet in pupilage 
\A4Qbd not the artisfs ultimate ap^jeal?^ 

IfttCfa latlUT let me soar the height prescribed 
'.JbMS PK^er my picture’s self! 


#*3 
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l8^ 

No more of proof, disproof, — such virtue was, *j6a 
Such vice was never in Pompilia, now ! 

better say Behold Pompflia 1 (for 
I leave the family as unmanageable, 

And stick to just one portrait, but life-size.J 

Hath ailuuiny imputed, to the fair^* if/' 

A blemish, mole on check dr wart on d .tj, 

Mudi more, blind hidden horror^ best iinni^mcd? 

Shall ^ dose end to jirove you, point by point, 

NevcJ was knock knee known nor 4 play-foot hnind 
In Jdir^me ? (J must let the iioruait go, 17c 

Content me with the model, 1 believe) — 

— I jirove this? An indignant sweep of hand. 

Dash at and doing away w'ltli draper)', 

And,— use your eyes, Athenians, smooth she smilcb ’ 

Or,- since my client can no longer smile, 175 

And more a])prc>piiate instances abound, — 

“What is thus Tale of 1 arvpiin, how the slave 
Was caught by him, preferred to Collatine ? 

Thou, even from thy corpst'-clolhcs virginal, 

Look’st the lie dead, Lucrctia I iW 


Thus at feast 
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the guidance of antiquity, 

(dbr one infallible guide) now operate, 

Sure that the innoccncy sh^wn is safe ; 

Sure, too, that, while I plead, the echoes cry 


i»5 


*85 


(Lend niywcaK voice thy trump, sonorous Fame !) 

“ Mo* 5 'rosih* the Plifyncan shape^ shall mar, 

•‘I. ( re , - oul^mpoit with Tanivim's he, 

** V. glow on \tneb or thorns )ield figs, 

• ♦ *i '•onlcncc lea\e this judgment-seat ! ’* • igo 


r- ''e 0 may my strength be adetjualc ’ 
I‘or--pa:ri Pomjulia. dar< s my leeblcness? 

How did J unaware engage so much 
--Find invsth' undertaking to produce 
A faultl'iss nature in a ^lawless foma? 195 

What V h re ? Oh, turn aside nor dare the blaze 
Of suen a c.uwn, such ronslelLitnm, say, 

As jewels here thy front, Humanity ! 

Firsts infancy, x>ellucid as a pearl ; 

Thfsn, childhood-«-^tone which, dew-dsop at the first, 200 
{Avt <dd conjecture) sucks, by dint of gaze, 
yi^ Irom the sKy and turns to sappliire so : 

Vou 111. 
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Yet both these gems eclipsed by, last and best, 
Womanliness and wifehooil opaline, 

Its inilk-white pallor, — chastuf, — suffused 
With here an<l tlicre a tint and hint of flame,-— 

r, ** 

Desire, — the lajudary lo\es to find. 

Such jewels bind conspit uously thy'brow, 

J'ompilia, infant, child, inaKI, wontan,*. — 

Ciown the ideal m our canli at List ’ ^ 210 

What should a faculty hLe mine tlo here ? 

Close eyes, or else, the rashlier hurry hand ' 

Which IS to sa), - lose no tunc but liegin • 

St'f mm //(f //(/<> nc dtclavicm^ Sirs, 

ldh\i ckpsydtiim^ *is our preachers say, 21$ 

1 exceed my hour-glass. W hereupon, 

As hlaccus pronijits, I dare the epic plunge — 

Begin at om o with marriage, up till when 
Little or nothing would arrest your love, 

In the easeful life o’ the lady ; lamb and lamb, aao 
How doMiey diiTet? Know one, you know all 
Manners of niaulenhood : mere maiden she. 

And binee all lambs are like in more lhall fleece. 



^rTiS doctor jOHANNRS'BAHa’lSTA BOTTIMUS. |87 

■ . ^ - . 

Frejl^are to find that, lambdtke, she too frisks — 

O' the weaker sex, niy lords, the weaker sex * 225 

Tolirhoin, the Teian teaelfbs us, for gift, 

Not strength, — man's dower, — but beauty, nature gave, 

“ Beauty in lieu of spears, in heu of shields I ” 

* • 

And what is l>eauiy Vsurc ronconijtani. 

Nay, inrimate ev^itinl c1uIa^tel, 230 

But melting deliciouscht deceits, 

’he whole redoubted armouiy of love? 

*1 iierefore of vernal pranks, dihhcvelUngs 
O' the hair of youth that dances April in, 

And easily-imagined Hcbe-slips 2.:;5 

O'er sward which May makes over-smooth for foot - 
These shall we pry into or wi&elicr wink, 

Though numerous and dear they may have been ? 

; For lo, advancing Hymen and his pomp ! 

Di4<&iunt nufu amorcs^ loves, ferewell ! »40 

Mdfteai anHfr^ let love, the sole, remain ! 

Farewell to dewiness and prime of lifis ! 

Remaiits the rough determined day : dance done, 

# 

•To wotk, widl plough and harroar ! What comfs next ? 
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'T is Guido henceforth guides Pompilia’s step, 245 

Cries “No more frisk ings o’er the foodful glebe, 

“ Klsc, Vare the ^\hip I Arionlingly, — first craefc^ ' 

0 * the thong, — wc hear that his young wife was barred, 

Cohtbita fuii, from the old free life, 

* ^ .* 
I'itam hbenorem ducere^ ^ 25^ 

Demur we ? Nowise : heiftr brave tht ^ynd ? 

We seek not there should lapse the natural ^aw, 

The proper piety to lord and king 

And husband ; let the heifer bear the yoke ! ' 

Only, I crave he cast not patience off, 255 

This liind \ for deem you she endures the whip, ^ 

Nor winces at felie goad, iia), restive, kicks? 

What if the adversary’s charge be just. 

And all untowardly she pursue her way 

With groan and grunt, though hind stnke ne*er so Kaid ? 

If petulant remonstrance made appeal, 261 

Unseasonable, o’cquotractcil, — if 

Importunate challenge taxed \he public ear 

AVhen silence more«decorously had served 

For protestation, — if Pompiiian plabt 265 

Wrought^but to aggravate ICruidonian ire,~ 
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^ ‘ . « 

WhJ^, wJi mishaps, ungainly though they be, 

Ever companion change, are incident 
ToiMtered modes and no\%lty of hfe ; 

The philosophic mind expects no less, 270 

Smiting]y\no^ and names the crisis, sits 
Waiting till old thingb go and new arrive. 

Therefore, I hol^^i husband ljut inept 
Who turns impatient at such tiansu-iime. 

As if this running from the rod would last ! • -75 

• 

Sihcc, even while I s[>t'ak, the end is reached * 

Success awaits the soon-disheartened man. 

The parents turn their backs and leave the house, 

The wife may wail but none shall inter»»enc ; 

He hath attained his object, groom and bride 280 

Partake the nuiitlal bower no soul r:an see, 

Old things are passeil and all again is new, 
it)ver and gone the obstacles to peace, 
A^iWWvaA-tenderly tlie Mantuan turns 
;The expression^ some such purpose iivhis eye—* ' 285* 
USmitur arda / Every storm is laid. 

And foidi from phisx each pleasant herb may pe«p. 
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Ear'll bloom of wifehood in abeyance hte : 

(("onfer a passage in the Canticles.) 

Hut uhat if, as 't is wont with plant and wife, ^90 

Flowers, - "after a suppres'^ion to good end,* 

Still, wlien they do s^»ring forth, -♦sprout here, spread 
there, • ’ 

Anywhere likelier than beneath the foot 
O’ tlw lawful good-man gardener of llic ground ? 

He ling and dibbled, sowe<l and watered, — still 295 

’1’ is a thance wayfarer shall pliuk tlie increase. 

Just so, respecting [leisons not too much, 

1'he lady, foes allege, put forth eadi charm 
And ])roper floweret of feminity 

I'o whosoever had a noso to smell 300 

< )r bieast to deck : what if the charge be true ? 

The fault were graver had she looked wiUi choice, 
I'astidiously appointed who should grasp, 

Who, in the whole town, go without the prize! 

T'o nobotty she desjfined donative, ^ 505 

liut, first come w-as first served. Ihe acaiser saith* 

Put cas»her sort of . . lA this kind . . escapes 
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^Wcre many anU oft and iiidiscnininate - 
Impute ye as the action were prepense, 

1’he gift par^fcuUr, arguing mahee so? 310 

Which ?3utterfly of the wide air shall br;ig 

• <7 

I was preferred to Guido when ’t is clear 
The cup, he ai, Liy w'ith oKuit breast 

Open to gn;U, . bee and inuih ns wdi ? 

One chalice eluerUined the coinpan) ; 315 

And if its pecvisli lord object the more, 

^fislakc^ tnisnaiae siu h bounty in a w ife, 

Haste to advertise him — charm of cheek. 
jiUstrc of eye, allowance of the hji, 

All wroinanly component^, in a spouse, jjo 

These are no household hrca<l each stranger’s bile 
Iwcavcs by so much diminished for the mouth 
O* the master of the house at suj>pcr-tinu5 ' 

But rather like a lump of sjucc they lie. 

Morsel of mynh, which seems the neighbourhood 325 
Yet greets in* lord no lighter by a grain. 

j 

Nay» even so^ he shall be satisfied ! 

Concede ttt thore was re^on in his wrong, 
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• ^ 

*(ira»t we his grievance and t ontent the maii 4 

For lo, Pompdia, shesubinits herself; 330 

Ere three revolving years have crowned ,h# eonrsej' 

Off anti away she puts this same reproach 

Of Itividi bonnly, inconsiderate gift 

O’ the sweets of wifehood stored lot)ther ends: 

No longer shall he blame ^*’She non*- Excludes/' 335 

Hilt substitute She laudably sees all, * • 

Se;fri lies the best out and selects the same.” 

* 

For IV ho lb here, long sought and latest found* 

Waiting his turn unmoved amid the whirl, 

** Cif»s/tff/s m Ha, my lords? 34^ 

('aim m Ins levity, ^ — indulge the quip ! — 

Since ’t is a levite bears the bell away, 

Parades him henceforth as Pompilia s choice. 

T is no ignoble object, husband ! Doubt’st ? 

When here comes tripping Flaccus with his phrase 34$ 
“ I’rust tnc, no miscreant singled from the mob, 

“ Ov//c mm ilium Ubt dc sceUsia 

r/c/o /jvw,” hut a man of mark, 

Ik 

A priest, dost hear ? Why then, submit thyself 1 
Priest, ay and very phoenix of such fowl, jjo 
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We&*Gorn, of culture, young and vigorous, 

Comely too, since precise the precept points — 

On ‘the selecled Icvite be fliere found 

Nor mole nor scar nor blemish, lest the inmd 

* • 

Come all uncandid through the thwarting flesh ' 355 

Was not the son of Je-^sc inddy, Jeck, 

♦ ^ 

Pleasant to look on, pleasant every way? 

Since well helmote the harp anrl sweetly sang, 

And danced till Abigail came out to see, * 

Add seeing smiled and smiling ministered 360 

The raisin-cluster and the cake of figs, 

With ready meal refreshed the gifted youtli, 

Till Nabal, who was absent shearing sheep, 

Felt heart »ink, took to bed (discreetly done — 

They might have been beforehand with him else) 365 
Ajid died — would Guido have behaved as well ^ 

But ah, the faith of early days is gone. 

Mm ^isea fidts /* Nothing died in him 
Save courtesy, good sense and proper trust, 

' Wiiich, when they dib from souls they^hould o'erflow, ' 

Discover stub, weed, sludge and ugliness. 371 

• • 

‘ yem (now, is Neapolitan 

is 


YOL. nL 
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And relishes a sea side simile.) 

Deserted by ea< h charitable wave, 

Guido, left high and dry, shows jealous now ! 375 

Jealous avouched, paraded . tax the fool 
With any i^eccadillo, he responds 
** Truly 1 beat my wife through jeaU/asy, 

“ Imprisoned her and punished otherwise, 

“ being jealous* now would threaten, sword' m hand, 380 
Now manage to mix poison in her siglit, 

Ami so fonh • jealously I dealt, m finc.’^ 

Cotuede thus much, and what remains to prove ? 

Have I to teach my masters wfiat effect 

Hath jealousy, and how, befooling men, 385 

It makes false true, abuses eye and car, 

'fums nieie mist adamantine, loads with sound 
Silence, and into void and vacancy 
Crowds a whole phalanx of conspiring foes? 

Therefore who owtis ** 1 w atched with jealousy 390 

c 

My wifc,^* adds for no reason in the world 1 ” 

What need that who says ** Madman'’ should remaik 

ft 

The thing I thought a serpent proved an eel 
* ^ 

Percliante the right Comacchion, six foot lengilt, 
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_ _ __ ♦ 

Aliid not an inch too long for that sonic pie 395 

(Master Arcangeli has heard of such) 

Whose succulence makesVasting bearable ; 

Meant to regale some moody splenetic 
X^Tio, pleasing to mistake the donor’s gift, 

Spying I know not«»vhat Lcni?eaj> snake 400 

I' the luscious Lenten creattire, stamps forsooth 
The dainty fli the dust. 

Enough ' Prepare, 

Such lunes announced, for doivnnght lunacy • 

Insamt threat siu<veds to threat, 405 

And blow redoubles blow, — his wife, the block. 

But, \f a block, shall not she jar the hand 
That buffets her ? The injurious idle stone 
Rebounds and hits the head of him who dung. 

Causeless rage breeds, i* the wife now, rageful cause, 410 
Tyranny wakes rebellion from its sleep. 

RdxUum, say I ? — ^rather, self-defence, 
laudable wish to live and sec good d^ys, 

Pricks our Pompilia now to fly the fool 
% any meanst at any price,— nay, more, 
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196^ 

Nay, most of all, T the very interest 
O’ the fool that, bafllcd of his blind desire 
At any price, were iruhcst so. 

Shall he effect Ins enme and lose his soul ? 

No, (hmies duty to a loving wife \ 420 

f'ar better lint the urn <visujnmate blew, 

Ailroiily baulked by her, sho'uhi ba^k 
( 01 ret lively admonish his own pate* 

(riimc then,- "the Court is with me? — she must crush , 
IIow tnish It ? liy all cffiraciot*$ means ; 425 

And these, — w'hy, what in woman should they be? 

“ With horns the bull, with teeth the lion fights, 

’* 'I'o woman,” (piolh the lynst quoted late, 

*‘ Xvu teeth, nor horns, but beauty, Nature gave!’* 

Pretty i' the P»igan ’ Who dares blame the use 430 
Of the armoury thus allow^cd for natural, — 

Fi\r laiin against a seeming-dubious play 

« 

O’ the sole permitted weapon, spear and shield 
Alike, resorted to i’ the circumstance 

by poor Poinpilia? Grant she somewhat plied 435 

* • 

Arts that aSlure, the magic nod and wink, 
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„ 

The witchery of gesture, spell of void, 

Whereby the likelier to enlist this friend, 

Ycf stronger, as a champiSn on hei side ? 

Such man, being but mere man, (i was all she knew), 440 
Must be maiie pure hy IteauivN silken bond, 

The weakness tlijl sAibdut> the and bows 

Wisdom alike andtolly. ClrSnt the tale 

O* the husbafid, which is falst, were proved and true 

To the letter — or the letters. I should say, * *4 5 

Abominations he jirofcsscd to fiml 

And fix upon Ponijiilia and the jTiest,— 

Allow them hers — for tliungh she could not write, 

In early <lajs of bxedike innocent e 
That plucked no a])ple from the knowledge- tree, 450 
Yet, at the Serpent's wuid. I've plucks and eats 
- And knows— cspci lally liow to read and write . 

,v’And so Pompilia, — as the mo\e o’ the maw, 

Quoth Persius, makes a parrot bid (iood day ! ” 

A crow salute the concave, anti a pie 455 

Endeavour at profidency in speech, — • 

So she, through hunger after fellowship, 

■Mtiy wdl have leftned, though late, to play the Krib)! : 
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As indeed, there ’s one letter on the list 
Explicitly declares did happen here. 460 

Yon thouglit ni> letters rouhtbe none of mine,” 

She tells her parents- mine, who wanted skill ; 

0 B 

** IKit now I have the skill, and write, you see I ” 

She needed write love fetters, so sht^learned, 

arf/Jcx iti/tjt 7\fCii'*--iho\v^h^ ^ 465 

I’his letter nowise ‘scapes the common lot,^ 

Hut Hes i’ the < ondernnation cd the rest, 

Found by the husband’s self who forged them all 
Yet, for the sarredness of argument. 

For this once an exemplion shall it plead — 470 

Anything, anylhmg to let llie wheels 
( >f argument run glibly to their goal I 
Concede she wiole (which w'crc jireposteroiis) 

This and the other epistle, — what of it? 

\Mierc does the figment touch her candid fame ? 473 

Being in peril of her hfe — “my life, 

« 

“ Not an hour's purchase/' os the letter runa, — 

And haung but ot»c stay in this extreme, 

Out of the wide Avorld but a single friend — ^ 

What rdtild she other thao resort to luoi, 
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And how with any hope resort but thus ? 

* Shall modesty dare bid a stranger brave 
Danger, disgrace, nay dcaifa in her behalf— 

Tiunk to entice the ‘itemnes^ of the steel 

Yet spare love, loadstone moving manly mind ? 485 

♦ 

—Most of all, whenusuch mind is hampered so 
^By growth of circuilislaru e athwart the life 
O' the natural man, liut decency forbids 
He stoop and take the common privilege, ' 

Siy frank ** I love,” as all the vulgar do. 490 

A man is wedded to philosopliy, 

Mamed to statesmanship ; a man is old ; 

A man is fettered by the foolishness 

He took for wisdom and talked ten years since ; 

A man is, like our friend the Canon here, 495 

A priest, and wicked if he break his vow : 
pShaU he dare love, who may be Pope one day ? 

.••Pespite the coil of such encumbrance here, 
oppose this man could love, unhappily, 

And would love, dared he only Jet love show ! ' 500 

In case the woman of his love, speaks 6rst, 

, flam what embanassment she sets him free I 
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‘‘ 'T is^l w}jo break n^bfrve, begm a()peal, 

Confesa that, v^hethtr ;^ou love me or no, 

** I love you W^hai an case'to <!ignity, 505 

What helj) of j>ri<lc fioni the lurd high backed chair 
Down to the ( ir[)rt wlicie the kittens ba&k, 

All under the pretence of gi auude ’r 

From all vvhub, I dcdure*~the lady here 
Was hound to piofiei nothing short of love 510 

To the prie.i whose scrvi* e \\ai» to save hcr.^^ What? 
Shall she prc'posc ban lucie\ diLsl o' the nane, 

Rubbish o the roi k, sonu diamond, nmekw*()nns prize. 
Sonic pearl secreted I t a '.n klv fish^ 

Sf an ely ’ She i aUTs lov a gt nerous taste. 5 1 5 

'T US love shall betkon, beaau bid to breast, 

Till all the Samson Muk into the snare I 
Because*, permit the eiid- pcnuit therewith 
Means to the en<l * 

How say )ou, good ray lords? 

1 /lope yAi heard my adversarv ring 
'rhe changes on this precept : now, let me 
Reverse tSic peal I Qma Hato hdiefaut^ "" 
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1 

A^iUum assequmtitm ordtnaia ^ 

Non sunt damnanda media ^ — licit end 525 

Enough m the escape frofli death, I fiope. 

To legalize the incanS illicit else 

Of feigned lo\e, false allurement, fancied fart. 

Thus Venus losing K'upul on a (Iny. 

(See XXii^Xjdyliium Moil ht) decking help, 5^jo 

In the anxiety of motherhood, 

Allowably jiromtscd *• Who shall biing report 

« 

*^Whcrc he m wandered to, my winged babe, 

I give him for reward a nedlared kiss ; 

** But who brings safely hai k the truant’s self, 5,^5 

His be a su[m;i sweel makes kiss seem cold ' 

Are not these things writ fur example-sake ^ 

To such permitted motive, then, refer 

those professions, else were hard explain, 

■Of hope, fear, jealousy, and the rest of love ‘ 540 

He is Myrtillus, Amar>'Ui$ she, 

She bums, he freezes,— all a mere 

m 

To catch and keep the man, may !>ave her lift 
Whom olhermle dm catcher &c nor keeps : 
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Worst ome, turns bfst now; jn all faith, she feigns - 545 

Feigning,— the likor inni»cenrt' to giuU, 

I'ht- truer to tlic hie is uhat sht? feigns ! 

How i( riysses,- -\\hci», for puhlu j^ooJ 

• ^ 

lie sunk. pnriKular qualms ami played the spy, 

Knieied Tioy's hnslilc g'^le m beggar* garl>— 550 
Hov\ if he fust lud lioggkd at this c loUt 
(liown riaint> oVi that datkilidi? Grime fk grate 
'Fo whoso grApes anui! the dung lor gold. 

# 

*t 

Heruo, l)e>ond promiMs w-ifpiaisc cadi proof 

That promise was lu/i sirnplv nuuK lo break, 555 

Mere moonshine siairture meant to fade at dawn * 

>W piaisc, as c<)asc<|ucni and requisite, 

What, t Demies aliege, were more than w-ords, 

Heeds— meetings at the window, twilight trysts, 

No< tunial onieiiainmcnts in the thm ^60 

(Md labvnnthmc palace , lic», wc know — 

Ituentions we, long since, turned inside out. 

Nkisi such external semblance of intrigue 

M 

Deiuonstrate that intngue tliere lurks penliie? 

« I* 

Docs evef} ha/elHsheayU) disclose a not ? * 5^]$ 
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• j 

IW were a Xroluiist who dared rnaintani 
That niidiagbt meetings m a scieencd alcove 
Must argue folly in a mafron -sinte 
So would he bring a slur on Judith's *!clf, 
I'ommcndod^evund women, that she lured 570 

The lusttul to dosir^K tion his Uisl 

Puiujiilia^loolv noi*'hivlith\ hberty. 

No faulchion <ind )on in hot haml to smite. 

No damsel to coiUL'y m didt the head 

Holophcnies,~ -st}le the Canon so - 575 

Or IS It the (’ount? If I entangle me 
With my simihtuilos, — if wax wings melt, 

And earthward dowTi I iIrof>, not mine the fault 
Blame your benefuem e. O ('oiirl^ O sun, 

Whereof the beamy smile affects niy flight ' 

What matter, s‘o Pompiha’s fame revive 
P the warmth that proves the bane of 1 r arus ? 

Yea, we have showm it lawful, necessary 
VompOia leave her husband, seek the house 
O' the {larents : and l>ecause ^rwixt home and home 585 
lies a long roAi with many a danger rife. 
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l.ions by the way and serpents in the path^ 

To lol) and ravish,— much behoves she keep 
Im( h shallow of suspicion from^air fame, 

Fot her ow n sake iiuk h, but for hus sake more, S90 
'riic in^'ralo husband ' haudcnce shall be, ^ 

9 

Some witness to the world how white^he walks 
r the mire she wamiers throif^h ere RSme she rcacli. 

Arul who so proper witness as a piiesl ? • 

i *ams»y yc ? Let me hear who il.ircs gainsay I 595 
1 hope we still can punish heretics ! ^ 

‘ (bvc me the man ” i sa) with him of (Jath, 

“ 'rii.it w'C may fight together ' ” None, I think , 

I’hc priest i> granted me. 

Then* if a priest, 600 
( )nc invcinle and jictent • else, mayhap, 

That dragon, our Saint (Icorge would slay, slays hirau 
And bliould fair face ai company strong hand, ' 

't'lie mote complete equipment: nothing mars 
Wijrk, els(f praiseworthy, hke a bodily flaw 
V the w*orker : as *t is said Saint himself 
Dej^orecl ihe dicek o' the fiuny presence, Still 



'' rxxrroR joHANyESB.y*TisrA uontNics. ^205 

Cheating his fulmination of its flash, 

Albeit the bolt therein went tnic to oak. 

Therefore the agent, as pftscnbe^l, she takes, — 610 

Both juvenile and potent, handsome too, — 

In all obedience good,** you grant again. 

Do you? 1 would ^'ou were thc^husband, lords * 

How prompt and fficile might departure lx; 1 
How bohllyVould Ponipilu and the pnesl 6 jj; 

March out of door, sjireail flag at be.it of drum, • 
l^iit tliat inapprehensive (itndo grants 
Neither premiss nor yet conclusion here, ^ 

And, purblind, dreads a bear in every bush I 

For his own (quietude and comfort, then, 620 

Means must be fouml for flight jn masquerade 

At hour when all things sleep. — Save jealousy * ” 

Rights Judges ^ 'I'hercfore shall the lady’s wit 
Supply the boon tliwart nature kaulks him of, 

And do him service with the potent drug 625 

(Hden’ft nepeiitbc, as my lords opine) 

ies[Htes blessedly fretted i^erve 
CT the nnich-enduring man : accordingly, 
tlum lies he. Ally dosed and sound asleep, 
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» ■■■-■■■■Ni 

Relieved of woes, or real or raved about 
While soft she leaves his side, lie shall not wake , 
Nor stop who steals .nvay to jufti lier friend, 

Nor do him misrhief should he tnkh that friend 

Intent on more tlian fricml!) office,— -nay, 

* 

Nor gtt himself raw heajll and hones Uid hare 
111 ]wvnK*iu oi his jpiiantion*' 


• ’ 'I'hus 

Would 1 defend the step - were the thmp true 
Whieh IS a fable, - see my foiuui speeih, — 
'Hial (Jiiido slept (who never slej»t a wink) 
'rhrough treachtiy, an opiate from his wife. 
Will' not so murli as knew wlut opiatea» mean. 

Now she may start oi hist, — a stoppage still ! 

A lounicy is an enterprise of cost * 

\s in (.irnpaigns. we fight but others pay, 

* 

Su/y /;/7W4> milt t, if 

' Gindo*s self we guard from accident^ 
fciistirmg safet) to rompdu'U versed 
Nowise m misadventures 6y the way, 


juftl-j DfXrTOR J 01 IANVfs-H«»'tliIA (HMIINIUS tfo; 

■ ■ • . 

Ha?d riding and rough (i[uartcr>s the rude fare, 050 
The unready ho^t. What magic miiigatcs 
Each plague ai travel to iRc uiiprartiscd wife? 

Money, sweet Sirs ’ Ami were the tit non fan, 

She helped herself thereto with hhcrul hand 

From out lier hushaAid's store, - -wiiai titter use 65*5 

■ 4 

Was ever Jvusband’'* inoiuy destined to ? 

With l)ag Ijaggage thus did Dulo on< c 
Decamp, — for more authorii), a nueen ' 

So is she fairly on hn route at last, 

Ihvparcd for cither fortune nay and if 060 

The priest, now all a glow with enier]»nsc. 

Cool somewhat jaescnlU when fades llie Hush 
O’ the first adventure, f loaded oVr hclike 
By doubts, misgivings liow the day may die, 

ThefUgh bom with such auroral brilliance, ~if 665 

The brow seem over pensive^ anfl the hp 
*Gin lag and lo?a 5 the prattle light'>ome late, — 
Vanquished by tedium of a piolonged ^aunt 

lit a dose caniage o*er a jolting roatl, 

• • 

With only one young fcinale substitute 
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For seventeen other Canons of ripe age 

Were wont to keejj him t ompany in church, — 

Shall not Pumpilia h.i->tc to dissipate 

'I'he silent cloud that, gathering, borles her bale ? 

Prop the irrcsohilenc^s, may porlentl 

Snsi>ciision of ihc projoc**, < hec k the flight, 

linng nun on them both > Vse every means, , 

Sine c meaiib to the end are lawful ! \Vliat f the 

Of Avile shoiilfl ha\c allowance hke a kiss 

Sagely and sisterly adinini^UTed, 

Sotorut salUm ostuhi t Wc fin<! 

Such was llie remedy Iicr wit apfdied 

To each iiuipient scnn>lc of the {>ric5t, 

If we believe, — ait, >\hilc my wii is mine 

1 cannot, — what the driver testifies, 

Porsi, cjIUk) Vencrino, the men* tool 

Of Guido and his friend the Governor, — 

Avowal I proved wning from out the wretch, 

After long rotting in imprisonment, 

Xs i*rice of liberty ind favour . long 

'llKy tenipteA, he at last succumbed, and lo 
* , 

Counted 'xheia out full tale each kiss and Store, 
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“ tile journey being one long embrace/* <|uoth he. 

SlSlt though we should believe the drivers lie, 

Nbr even admit as probsfble excuse, 695 

Right reading of the riddle, — as I urged 
fn my firet afgument, wuh fruit perhaps— 

That what the owl-jike cye.s (at J»ack of head *) 

O* the driver, dro^sc<l by (huiog night and day, 
Supposed a^Vulgar inleichangc of hp»>, 700 

This was but innocent jog of head 'gainst head, ' 
Check meeting jowl as ajiplc may touch pear 
From branch and branch contiguous m the wintl, 

When Autumn blusters and the orchard rocks . - 
That rapid run and the rough road were c^use 705 
O’ tlie casual ambiguity, no liarrn 
r the world to eyes awake and penetrative * — 

Say, — not to grasp a truth 1 can release 
hud safely fight without, yet conquer still,— 

$$y, she kissed him, say, he ku>sed her again ! 7^10 

Sudt osGulatTon was a potent means, 

A v«lj efficacious help, no doubt ; ^ 

SuKh with a third part*of her nectar did 
V^na fiiAae f why diould Pompilia ffing 

■' tRM. til. 
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The poet's declaration in his teeth? — ft 5 

Pause to em{>loy what, — since it had success, 

And kept the priest her servantto the end, — 

Wc must presume of energj' enough, 

No whit suporlluaus, so pcmiissible? 

«• 

'I’he goal is gamed day. night and yci a day ^ 7ao 
liav<‘ run their rouml . a long and devious r»vad 
Js traversed,- many manners, \ariou.s men 
Passed in \icw*, 1^hat ( itics did they sec, 

AVlut hiUnlcts mark, what profitiblc foo«i 
For after-mcditatum * nil and store ' 725 

1 ’ill Rome, that Rome whereof— this voice 
Would It niiglit make our Molmists libserve, 

'riiai she IS budt upon a rock nor shall 

Th< ii powers ]ircvail against her '—Rome, I say, 

Is all but reached ; one stage more and they stop 73b 
Saved pluck up heart, ye pair, and forward, then ? 

Afe, Natu'ic— baffled she recurs, ak$ * 

Nature imperiously exacts her due, 

Sptnt is wJliog but the tlesh is weak : 
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_ , __ ... 

^ PAnpilia needs must acquiesce and swoon^ 73$ 

Give hopes alike and fears a breathing-whilei 
The innocent sleep sounflly ' sound she sleeps. 

So let her slumber, then, unguarded save 
By her own f hastily, a triple nuii. 

Xnd his good hanej whose stal^irt anus have borne 740 

I'he sweet and senseless btmlien like a balu 

* 

From roaefr to roarh, — the serviceable strength * 

Nay, what and if he ga/ed rcwardtdly 
\)n the pale beauty priMincd in embrace. 

Stooped over, stole a balmy bicalh jierlujis 745 

For more assurance sleep tvas not decease — 

Ut ** bon I saw ’ stu rceded by 
“ Ut /cr//,’* ** how’ 1 siuhien lost iny brains ’ ' 

— What harm en<‘Ucd to her unconscious quite ? 

For, cunostty— how natural : 750 

lmportunatene$s-~wlut a jinvdegc 
In the ardent sex ^ And why curb ardour here ^ 

How can the pnest Init pity whom he saved ? 

And pity is so near to love, ami love^ 

So ne^hboidf to all unreasonableness ’ 

As to love’s ofiject, whether love were sage 
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Or foolisJi, rould Pompiha know or care, 

HcMng stilt bound asleep, as I prcmist’d? 

'rhus the [>hiloso|)lH*r absorbed*l:>y thought, 

l^^en Archimedes, hu^y o’er a book **6o 

'rhe wlwlc besiegers sa< kc<l his Syracuse, 

Was Ignorant of the imi^mcnce o* th^ point 
O' the sword nil u surprised <iinj : Ict^t stab, 

And never knew hinibclf was dead at all. 

So sl«ep thou on, secure w*hate*er betiilc ^ 765 

For thou, too, hast ihy problem hard to solve — 

How HO mu< h beauty is compatible 
With so niiuh innoccm e^ 

Fit place, methinks, 

'While in this task she rosdy is lost, 770 

1'o treat of and repel objection here 

Which, —frivolous, I grant, — my mind misgives. 

May somehow* still have flitted, gadflydike, 

i\nd teaze^l the Court at times — as if, all said 

At^d dont^, there seemed, the Court might nearly say, 

In a certain acceptation, somewhat more 774 

Of what mey pass for insinteniy, 
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• • 

Fabehoodi throughout the course Ponipilia took, 

Than befits Christian. Pagans heltl, we know, 

Man always ought to aim^at good and truth, 780 

Not always put one thing in the same words : 

JVm idem semper dtmt ted ^p^itarc 

► 

JMcmus, Put the J*agan yoke was light ; 

Lie not^at all,*’ t?He exactor precept ])i(ls : 

Each least ho breaks the law, — is sin. we hold 7S5 

1 humble me, but venture to submit — * • 

What prevents sin, itself is sinless, sure : 

And sin, w^hich hinders sin of deeper dye, 

Softens itself away by contrast so. 

Conceive me * Little sin, by none at all, 790 

Were properly coiuh nmed for great but grtal, 

By greater, dunridJes into small agam. 

Now, what is greatest ^in of womanhciod ? 

That which unw'omans it, abolishc'^ 

The nature of the w'^oman, - -impudence. 

^ « 

Who contradicts me here ? Cone c<le me, then, 

VIThatever IKcndiy feuU may interpose^ 

To $ave the sex from self abolishment 
If db the way to vihue's rank ! 
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And, what is taxed here as duplicity, SoQ 

Feint, w'lle and trick, — admitted for the nonce, — 

What worse do one and all tliai! interpose, 

Hold, as u were, a deprecating band, 

St.ituob<pJcly, III ilie Medirean inode, 

Uefore some sliaine modesty wpnld veil ? 805 

Who blames the gesture preWdy penStse^ 

Thus, let ) c miss a point illustrative. — 

AdmA the husband’s c aluinny- -allow 
That the wife, having penned the epistle fraught 
AVilh horrors, < haige on < harge of crime she heaped 
O’ tiu head of Fietio and Violnnto {still Sii 

PresumctI her parents)— h,u mg dispatched the same 
'Fo their an h enem) P.iolo, through free choice 
Ami no sort of compulsion in the world — 

Pul <ase she ne\l disi'anls simpluity 815 

For ciafl, <lenies the voluntary act, 

I >ei lares herself a passive instrument 
r the luisband’s hands ; that, duped by knavery, 

S^e traced the characters s 4 ic could not write, 

And took on trust the unicad sense which, read, 810 
Ami rcco^ued were to be spurned at onte : 
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AJftw this calumny, I reiterate * 

Who k so dull as wonder at the pose 
Of our fonipilia m the ci/cumstance ? 

Who sees not that the too>ingenuous soul, 8^5 

Repugnant efen <it a dut)' done 
Which bro\ighl benyath too scnitinumg gbre 
The misdeincanoii^t, — buntd m the dark, — 

Of the Auth’iars uf her being, as believed, — 

Stung to the vjuick at her imjiuKive deed. 850 

And willing to repair what hann it i^orkctl, 

She~wise in ihi^ beyond what Nero proveiJ, 

Who, \%hen folks urged lh«" camiid juvenile 
'I'o sign .the wanant, doom the guilty deail, 

“ Would I had nevei learned to write/' quoth he ’ S3 5 
— Pompilia rose above the Roman, cried 
To read or write 1 never learned at all ! " 

O splendidly mendacious ! 

% 

But time fleets * 

, Let us not linger : hurry to the end, 840 

' Since flight does end and that, dt&astrously. 

JSeMie ye Uadte desert for unsuccess, 
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Disparage each expedient else to praise, 

Call failure folly ! Man’s best effort fails. 

After ten resihtancc 1 roy^ succumbed : « 

Could valour Scaic a town, 'J roy still had stood. 
Ponipiha < aine oif lulling in no point "" 

Of courage, rondiu i, lies long journey through ; 

ft 

Hill nature sank eshausted af the close, , 

And, as I said, she swooned and slept all ni^t. 
Moril breaks ami brings the husband . we a.ssist 
At the spectacle. Discovery succeeds. 

Da, how IS this? What niuonstnuk rage is here? 
'rhough we confess to jianial frailty now, 

I’o error in a woman and a wife, 

Is ’t by the lough way she shall be reclaimed? 

\\ ho bursts upon her chambered privacy ? 

What ciowxi profanes the chaste ctibtadum f 
What outcries and lewd laughter, scuml gibe 
And ribald jcsi to scare the ministrant 
Gootl angels that commerce with souls in sleep ? 
Why, haA the wor^t crowned Guido to his wish, 
Contirracil his most irrational surmise, 

Yet t!iere''*be bounds to man’s emotion^ cliecks 
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„ — — m . 

Tft an iiumoderate astonishment 865 

’T is decent horror, regulated wrath, 

Befit oyr dispensation : Rave we back 

ITic old Pagan licence? Shall a Vulcan clap 

His net o’ tlf^udden and expose the j^iir 

To the unquenchable univcrs.il«mirth ? 87 o 

A feat, antiquity saw scandhl in 

So clearly, that the nauseous tale thereof - 

DetnodocuN his nugatory song— 

flatli ever been concluded modem stuff 

Impossible to the mouth of the grave Muse, S] t; 

foisted into that Eighth i)dyssey 
By some impertinent pickthank. () thou fool. 

Count Guido Franccschini, what didst gain 
By publishing thy secrets to the world ? 

Were all the precepts of the wise a waste- - 8S0 

Bred in thee not one touch of reverence ? 

Atbnit thy wife — ^admonish ^we the fool, — 

,Were fidseness’ self| why chronicle tby shame ? 

* 9 

HneH rather should thy teeth bite oukthy tongue, 

*s • 

,X>aiid> lip consort witb desecrated brow, 

• 

‘Spence become historiopnipher, 

voi. III. • *8. 
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♦ 

And thou — thine own Cornelius Tacitus! 

But virtue^ barred, stdl leaps the barriei:, lordsi 
—Still, moon like, penetrates thf encroaching mii^ 

•And bursts, all broad and bare, on night, ye know! 890 

Surprised, then, in the garb of truth, perhaf^ 

# 

J*oni|)iIia, thus opposed, breaks obstacle, 

Springs to her feel, and stands I 1 udassian-pure^^ 
(Confronts the foe, — nay, catches at his sword* ’ 

And ftios to kill the intruder, he complains. 895 

A\'hy, so .she gave licr lord his lesson back, 

Crowned him, this time, the virtuous woman's way, 

AVith an exact obedience ; he brought sword, 

She drew the same, since swords are meant to draw. 

'ftll not me 't is sharp play with tools on edge ! 900 

It was the husband chose the weapon here. 

\V1iy did not he inaugurate the game 
With some gentility qf ajxiphthegm 
Still pregnant on the philosojiluc |)age, 

Some captivating cadence still adisp 

% 

()* the polt's lyre Such spells subdue the sufge, 

Make tame the tempest, much more mitigate 
The possiows of the mmd/and probably 
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^ HSd moved Pompilia to a smiling bhish. 

Kojf Ke muHt needs prefer the argument 910 

O’- the Jj^low : and she olftyed, in duty bound, 

Returned him buffet ratioi'inative — 

Ay, in the rd&hmer*s own interest, 

a 

For wife rAifet folloiv whithcr^nisljand leads, 

Vindicate jionour hinihclf prescribes, 915 

Save him' Cue very way himself buls save ^ 

^ No question but w'ho jumps into a quag 
Should stretch forth hand and pray one ** Pull me out 
** % the hand ! such w'erc tlic custoidary cry . 

But Guido pleased to ])id “ Leave hand alone * 920 

“ Join both feet, rather, jump ujion iny head , 

I extricate myself by the rebound ! '' 

And dutifully as enjoined she jumpc<l — 

Drew his own sword and menaced his own life, 

Anything to content a wilful spouse. 925 

' And so he was contented— one niu&t do 
‘ |efl}ce to the expedient which huccecds, 

Sttai^ as it seem : at*flouri&h of the blade, 

. Tite .crowd di€tr back, stood breathless and ^bashed,* 
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Then murmured ‘‘ TSils should be no wanton wife, 

** No ronscicnce-strirken sinner, cciught 
And patiently awaiting oiir finil stone: 

“ But a ]>oor hard pressed all-bewildcred things 

» 

** Has rushed so far, misguidely perhaps, 

“ Meaning no more hajrn:^tban & frighjened sheep. 

“ She soughj tor aid , and if 5ilie made mistake*^ 

“ V the man could aid most, wl^' — .so mortals do ; 

“ Kveti ilie blessed Magdalert mistook 
“ Fai less forgivcibly consult the place — 

Su]>jiosing him th be the gardener, 

** ' Sit,’ said she, and so following Why more wonls? 
Forthwidi the wife is pronounced innocent : 

What would the husband more than gam his cause, 

And find that honour fl«ash in the world’s eye, 

His apprehension w'as lest soil had smirched ? 94S 

So, liappily the adventure comes to close 
Whereon my fat opponent grounds hi'i charge 
PijfposterOus : at mjd-day he groans “ How dark I ** 
Listen to me, thou Archangelic swine ! 

Whlre is th| ambiguity tot>Iame, fSO 
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— ^ * — M — « 

TSc ilaw to find iiw our Pomjpilia ? * Safe # 

She sun^see ! Do^s thy comment follow quick 
** ^afe^inosmuch os at tile end proposed ; * 

But tibither she picketf way by devious path — 

** Stands dirflM, no dubiety at all I 955 

I recognize succjhs, yet, all 4ie jsninc, 

“ Importunately mil suggestion jiruk — 

“ Better Pbinpihu gainc<Hhe tight to boast 
‘ No deviofe path, no dotiblful patch was mine 
** " I savc<l my head nor sacrificed my foot ’ ’ 900 

Why, being m a peril, show nuslrust 
Of the angels set to guard the innocent ? 

“ Why rather hold by obxious vulgar help 
** Of stratagem and subterfuge, excused 
** Somewhat, but still no less a foil, a fault, 965 

Since low V?Uh high, and good with bad is linked > 

** Methinks 1 view some annent bas-relief. 

“ Tlicre stands Hcsione thrust out by Troy, 

“ Her father*s hand has chained her to a crag, 

Her mother's from the virgin plucked the veSt, qffo 
** At a safe distance both distressful watch, 

^ While near Snd nearer comes the snorting site. 
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** 1 look that^ i^ite and peifect to the eiH 

•« 

She wait till Jove ^pateb (femigddf^ 

“ Not that,— impatient gi oedeM^t 
“ Alrraena’s’SOt hhoiflcl hmtfcffsfAat the beast, — ^ 

She <l4ub^ di^i»e her dainty Iiinb^ with^ttcl^ 

^ ^ e 

•‘Ai# ao chide t^ic purblind monster ^ Ay, 

♦ * ^ e 

Tilt trick succeeds, but ’t istan ttgj)r^rtck.^i^ 

“ AVhere i^eds have bej^n no trick k'’ 

>ly answer ? fMglv| 

I Too absurdly ptit ' 

^0 tateo contranam^ 

IVick, I inaintafh, had no nUcrnative. 

'Die heavens were bountl with brass, — Jove far at fcaat 
(No feast like that thou didst not ask me to, 9B6 

Arcangcli, — I heard of thy regale !) 

\N';th the unblamcd -d-ahiop,— Hercules spun wool . 
r the lap of Oiiiphale, tihilc Virtue shrieked-— 

The brute came paddhrife all the faster. You 5)90 

‘of Troy, who stood at distance, where *s the aid 

* • 

You offered in the extremity ? MJist ojid least, 

Gerftic and simple, here thS (iovernor, • 
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TRere the ArcUKshop, everywhere the fiends, 

Shook heads thd wafted fotw i^inisfe, ' 995 

Or wen^ their wayllHk YlllurtoWer fate. 

Just thijt one rough tnhn ^eapt "tolrth ! * 

—-Was f4in<!;%)le^ti-^Abms (daee 1 *^^ 

"1 * 

Who restored tlfings, with no 4\^lay at all, 

Qia af^r/aa/£^ rf^ttimt ' 
ai only, ^j)09t!>ac(lrt 'mid a crolWd, ^ • 

Caught Virtue up, rarried Pompilta off - 
9hsoiq;h^|ta{>ing impotence of sympathy 
1 ^ ranged Arezro : What you take for ^ 

Is nothing worse, belike, than blac k and blue, ■ *Vdo| 
Merc evanescent proof that hardy bands'* ' ^ 

Did yeoman’s service, cared not where the gripe 
Was more than duly energetic : bruised, 
smarts a little, but her bones are saved 
A fracture, and her skin will soon show sleek. loto 
How it di^sts when weakness, fal&c-refincd, 

Censures the honest rude effecti^ strength,-- 
When sickly dreamers of the impossible 
Decry plain sturdiness which does the feat 
Wtih eyes widk open ! 
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Did occasion serve, 

I could illustrate, if my lords jallow 
Quid vctat^ wfial forbids f aptly tsk ' 

With Horace, that I give my anger vent, 

While 1 lei breathe, no less, and re«Teate,<<^ tozo* 
The gravity^ niy Judges* by a tale ? ^ 

^^case in point — what thuugh^an apologue 
Ciraced by tradition?- -possibly a fact . 

Traditon must i^rerede all scripture, words 
Serve as our warrant ere our books can be . " 

So, to tradition back wc needs must go ^ 

For any fac I’s authontv and this 

Hath liv<*d so far (like jewel liid in muck^ 

On page of that old lying vanity 

Called “Sepher ToUloth Vcschu ” God be praised, 

1 read no Hebrew-,— lake the thing on trust * loj&r 
But 1 believe the writer meant no good 
(Bhml as he was to truth in some respects) 

'Fo our pestiferous and Iclusmatic . , well, 

M,)' lordb'^conjecture be the touchstone, show * 035 ' 
The thing for wdiat it is ! The author lacks 
Discretion, ^nd his real exceeds ; but xcaF,— 
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dfijiiy J<ftr would petm 
before tlie Court . 
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(Wcej~-bq;inft*dii|i foolish 
lag to wriie Christian bistoty,-~ 

!« greatest, best and worst of mep, 

L and |udas, spent a day • 1045 

I the countty-side 
sness — suspect, 
t'of some Molinism i’ the bud. 
lUttttgty,* dropping with fatigue, « 
reached by nightfoU a poor lonely grange, 1050 
■^psbd or ton : so^ knocked and entered there. 

M^easttte, guest ones ? ” — Shelter, rest and food ! '* 
liridiidte, lliere was one bare room above ; 

n, foree beds -of bundled straw ; 
l^f ji^'tpeidied rii^lidg fowl, no mote— ^1055 
mockery for three. 

How should siq>per serve? 

! j .^Wtlif spit wilh fowl I 
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And while is cooking, sleep I — since lieAs 
And, $0 far, satisfaction of a want^t "toilk 

** Sleep we aif hour, awake at sui 5 )er-time, ^ ^ 

Then each of us narrate the dream he had,> ^ 

And he wiiose dream shall prove the hai)|Sln4^^ 

‘‘ The (learbest 6i»t the drjianicr as or(]ained 
“ ]k>ond his fellows to rc< eivd^the ibwS, 

•* Him let our shares be cheerful tribute to, 

“ Ills 4 ho entire me*il, may it do him gootll” 

Who couhl dis[)Ute .so plain a consequence f 
So said, so tlone . ca< h liuriicd to bis straw, 

Slept his hour’s sleep and dreamed his dream, and woke. 
I,” tomnu'iiccd John, ’ dreamed that 1 gained the 
pri/c 1071 

’• \\V all a.'pire to : tlie proud place was mine, 

1 hroughout the earth and to the end of time 
“ 1 was the loved Disciple ; mine Uie meal!'" 

“ Uiit 1 /’ proceeded Peter, dreamed, a word 1075 
(lave me the headship of our compait),^ 

** ^ade mo the Virar and Vk c*1regent, gave 
Uho ke>s ol heaven and hell into my haiid,^^ 

** AtM o'er ilic eaith, dominion : mine the ihekl T 
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■ ■■^.■. ^ , - ^-*. 11 .,., 

mism^ in soft under-tone 1080 

l^e^Isaudot^*-^^ of his unworthiness 

Wb eye up t<f the inmost white~ ' ^ 

With }Qm; 4 raim sigh, yet letting lK)th lipssihndk 
** f hst!fetelS 4 ijjlgt the j>itifullest dream 
IT^l^ever proved man meanest of his mates*, toS'5 
** 4ted bpm foot-washer and foot wiper, nay 
“^FocxMciSser to each comrade of you all ! 

I 4 fe^ed I dreamed ) and in that mimic dieatft 
(Impaiimble to dn*am as dream to fart) 

** Methought 1 meanly chose to sleep no wink 1090 
But wait until I heard my brethren breathe , 

** Then stole from couch, slipped noiseless to the <loor. 

“ Slid downstairs, furuvcly a|>proached the hearth, 

Found the fowl duly brown, botli back and breast. 
Hissing in harmony with the cricket’s chirp, 1095 
Grilled to a point ; said no grace but fell to, 

** N(^ finished till the skeleton lay bare. 

** In penitence, for which ignoble dream, 
i renounce my portion cheerfgilly ! 

Ob fiesh — be mine the etherial gnst, ' t too 

* Anj| jroafli Uie subfauiaiy snstenance i 
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“ See that whatever be left ye give the poor ! " 

Down the two scottlu), one on othejr*$ heel, 

Stung by a felt surmise ; and found, alack, 

A goodly savour, botli i)je drumstick bones, iiog 

f* ' 

And that x\hi< h honccforih took the Rpl^is^ate name 
O' the Merry thought, in ir»?mory of thj fact 
That to keep wide awake is ouf best dream. 

i 

So, — a 5 was said onc e of *I’hucydidc» 

And his sole joke. The lion, lo, hath laughed 1 — 1 1 lo 
Just so, tiu. (iovonior and all that 's great 
r the rily, never meant that Innocence 
Should (juile starve while Authority sat at meat ; 

They meant to fling a bone at ban<}uet*s end ; 

Wislicd well to our Tompilia — rn their dreams, 1115 
Nor bore the secular sword in vain— asleep. 

Just Ihs* An hbishop and all good hke him 
Went to bed meaning to pour ijil and wine 
i' the wounds of her, next day,— but long ere day, 

Thn^' had btimcd the^onc and drunk the other, . 
Just again, contiariwise, the priest 
^ Sustamed poof Nature in extremity 
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By^ staffing barley-bread into her mouth, 
Saving Pompilia ^grant die parallel) 

By the<plam homely aiu? straightforward way 


Taught him by common sense. Let others shriek 
•* Oh what expedients did we dream 

** Proved us the oij^y fit to help the fair ! ” 

Ho cried^** A carriage waitS, jump in with me ! 


And now, this application pardoned, lords,-- * 1*30 
This recreative pause and breaihing-wliile, — 

Back to heseemingness and gravity ’ 

For I^w steps m : Guido appeals to I^aw, 

Demands she arbitrate,— <loes well for once. 


O Law, of thee how neatly was it said 1 135 

By that old Sophocles, thou hast tliy seat 
r the very breast of Jove, no nieanJier throned ! 

Here is a piece of work now, hitherto 


Begoo^d carried on, concluded near, 

Without an t^e^lance cast thy sceptre’s nay ; 1 

' ilie atuntbUng and d]scomfitu(e ! 

call them “ lawless ’* means, men take 
thioogh mother-wit 
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^bfa ttnglcd Itaply in the toils o^HleT 

wouI<l try conclusions with his foe, ri45 

Ifhoe'er the foe was and whate'er the offence'; • 

He would recover certain dowry-<lucs : 

Instead of asking f^nw to lend a hand, ^ 

\yhat j)othci of sword dmvn and coebedy 
What pedillmg witli forged letfers and paid spie^ ^150 
Politic circumvention I— all to end 
As it f)cgan — by of the fooVb head, 

First in a figure, presently in a fact 
It i$ a lesson to mankind at huge. 

How other were the end, would men be sage 1155 
And bear confulmgly each quarrel straight, 

O J-Aw, to thy Tcripienl mother knees ! 

How would the children light come and prompt go, 

This, with a red<hecked apple for reward, 

The other, peradventure red-chceked too il6<^ 

r the rear, by taste of birch fqr punishment 
No foolish brawling murder any more I 
Peace for Ihe hous<;hold, practice for the 

* >* V* 

And plenty for the exchequer of my lords ! , 

* • * ’ \ 

Too much hope, in this world : in the next/ " 
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WAo kmws? SiiM^ «jiy i^ould sit the Twelve enlihrone 4 
To Judge tribes, ntAcss the tribes be judged ? 

At>d ’'t is imposMble but bffences come : * 

So^ all 's one lawsuit, all one long led day ! 


Foigivc me this dijjression — ^th^i I stand 1 1 70 

Entranced awhile at I^w*s fust bcs'itn. outbreak 
O* the business, when the Count's gooil angel bade 
** Put up thy sword, bom enemy to the car, * 

And let I-aw listen to thy difference ! *' 

And Law does listen and compose the strife, 1175 
Settle the suit, how wisely and how well ? 

On our Pompilia, faultless to a fault, 

Law bends a brow maternally se\(*rc, 

Implies the woftli of perfect chastity, 

% (ancying the Aaw she cannot find. r 160* 

iShperflttous sifting snow, nor helps nor hanns . 

is srtBfe to censure levity in youth, 
tki wofMtekbooti vntb indiscretion, sure * 
tOKlay, become 

; prattle shocks in church ; 1 185 

: slirt which lets a*]naidun skip, 
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^ ' e ' % 

The matron changes for a trailing robe* 

Mothers may aim a blow-' with half-shut eyes 
' Notlcling aboVe their spindles b/the fire, 

And rhame to hit some bidden fault, else safe. 
Just so, l/iiw ha/ardo<l a i)uni.shmenl — ^ 

If ap[»li< able to the circuri^stancc, ^ 

Why, well ! if n\)t so apposite, well too. 

9 

Quit the gny range o* the uorld,” I hear her ^'ry, 
** KnK*r, in lieu, the pcnitcniial pound ; 

Kxdungc llic gauds of pomp for a&hes, dubt I 
** Lease each mollilious haunt of luxury ! 

' The goldcn-g.irnibhcil silkon^couched alcove, 

** The many'-roliimncd terrace that so tempts 
** Feminine soul put foot forth, extend ear 
To tluttering joy of hner^s serenade, — 

** Leave those for cellular seclusion ! mask 


** And dance no more, but fast and pray I avaunt~ 

** lie burned, thy nicked townsman's sounet-bOokl 
Welcome, mihl hymnal by , . • some betteigaieijbo I ^ 
iheHvarm amT«, were wont enfold thy 
Let wirc-shirt {ilongh and whip<x>rd 
If sUch an exhortation proved, pcrchaj^^;* 
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ZSApplicable;, wcMids bestowed in waste. 

What hann, siitce law has store, can spend nor miss ? 

* 

And so, our paragon submits herself^ tan 

Goes at comtn^*^ into the holy hoiise» 

And, also at coranjand^ comes^^ut iigain : 

For, couj^d the eflect of sudh obedience prove 

Too certain, too immediate ? Being healed, 1215 

Go blaze abroad die matter, blessed one I 

%rt thou sound forthwith ? Speedily vacate 

The step by pool-side, leave BcthcMb free 

To patients plentifully poste<i round, 

Since the whole need not the physician ^ Brief, 1220 
She may betake her to her parents' place. 

Welcome her, fotlier, with wide arms once more, 

Ifotioti her, mother, to thy breast again I 
For Why? Since Law relinquishes the charge. 

GtotMlf to your dwclling-pla^ a prison’s style, 1235 
FompUia! golden days, 
npta. Six weeks sli]>, 
in house and home 
'dietice had nev^ budged at all. 

; mm 
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^ 

And thuhcr let the husband, — joyous, ay, it Jo 

But contrite also — ([uick betake himself, 

iToud iliat hi? dove which lay anfong the pots 

Hath miicd those dingy feathers, r-moulted now. 

Shows silver bosom clothed with yellow gpld*^.' 

• *- 

So shnll he tempt her to tl>j perch she>fled, 1255 

Hid to domestic bliss the tniaiu bark. 

But Iff him not ilelay ^ Time fleets how fast, 

And opportunity, the irrevocable, 

Once flown will flout him ! 1 $ the furrow traced? ' 

* If field with com yo fail preo<xufiy, fl40 

Darnel for wheat and thistle-beards for gram, 

Jnjehx lolium^ iarduus horndus^ 

Will grow aj^acc in combination prompt, 

Defraud the husbandman of his desire. 

Already— hist — what murmurs *monish now Iit45' 

The laggard ? — doubtful, nay, fantastic bruit 
Of such an apparation, such return 
lo anticipate the spouse. 

Of Caponsacchi's very self f T is said. 

When nights arc lone and company i$ , ! \ 
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tOM visitations brighten winter op. 

If so they did — whicJi nowise 1 believe — 

(How^can I ?~proof abounding that the pfiest, 

Once £urly at his relegation placc 

Never ondiPieft it) slfll, admit he stole 1 255 

A midnight man^, would faia<.ce friend again, 

Find matter for inbtructmii in the past, 

A A 

‘Renew flie old adventure in such chat 
As cheers a fireside * lie was lonely too, 

' ^e, too, must need his recreative hour. 1 2(>y 

Shaljit amaze tlie philosophic mind 
If^me, was wont the empurpled cup to quah. 

Have feminine society at will, 

Being debarred abruptly from all drink 

Save at the spring which Adam usetl for wine, 1 265 

Dreads harm to just the health he hoped to guard, 

Audi meaning abstinence, gains malady ? 

Ask Tozzi, now physician jlo the Pope ! 

Irfitfle by bttllef break ” — (I hear he bids 

Arcangeli my antagonist, 1 gyc 

Who fotim good cheS*, and may indulge too much ; 

$0 1 larnbun tub kgic of the &lea 
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Wherewitb he opened our proceedings late)— 

** fjttle by little break a habit, Don, 

“ Become Tic<?essity to feeble fleslf ! ’* 1^75 

And thus, nocturnal taste of mtercoutsc 
(Which never happened, — ^but, suppose it 
May have been tised lo dihjiabituatc ^ 

By sip ami sip this drainer to the Jregs 
O* the draught of conversation,— heady stuff, ♦ 1280 

Brewage which, broached, it took two days and 
nights 

I’o properly discuss T the journey, Sirs I 
Such power has seconcbnaliirc, men call use, 

That undclightful objects get to charm 

instead of chafe : the daily colocynth 128$ 

Tickles the palate by repeated dose, 

Old sores sc:ratch kindly, the ass mokes a push 
Although the mill-yoke wound be smarting yet, 

For mill-door bolted on a holiday : 

Nor must wc marvel here if impulse urge 
’Fo^talk thcfc old story over now and then, 

The hopes and fears, the stoppage sihd the bsste,* 
Subj^s of colloquy to surfSit oac& 
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*‘®ere did you bid me twine a rosy wreath I ” 

** And there you paid my Ups a compliment !'^ i ^95 
“-Here you admired thft tower could be so tall J 

c» 

“ And there you likened that of Lebanon 
“ To thc*uo«e of the beloved ! ” Trifles ! still, 

“ Fmi^n H hac oilm ^^ — such trifles serve 

To make tlic minutes pas^ in winteMnne. 1300 

* 

ft 

Husbandi return theni I rc>counserihce ^ « 

^cr, iinally, ot all glad circumstance 
Should make a prompt return imperative. 

What in the world awaits ihcc, tlost suppose ? 

O’ the sudden, as good gifts are wont befall, 1305 

\Vhat is the hap of our unconscious Count ? 

That which lights bonfire and sets cask 
iDissdives the atubbom’st heart in jollity. 



.A cm heir, a Franceschini last 13 io 

4 l^ 1 )est 0* the stoclc ! P<»a]>t]ia, thine the ptilro ! 

’• ibtp»]fiOg fatetedaiity wiUi faith, 

thrift of &ch marital debt 
; Wift I^Qaatji' kt frofose ex^fliture, 
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I'onipilia scorns to have the old year end . * i|iS 
Without a {jtresent shall rinft in the new — 

Bestows on her too-parsjnioniouf lord 
An infant for the a[)|>le of his eye, 

(.’ore of his heart, and rorapleting * 

True summun bonum of tljp earthly lop 

• ♦ 

“ We/’ sailh ingeniously the ‘^ge, “ arc born 
“ Solely that others may be bom of Us/' 

A 

So, Anther, take ihy child, for thine that child, 

♦ 

Oh nothing doubt ’ In wedlock lx)m, law holds 
Baseness impossible : sinte cr/ 13S5 

(}utm mtpUu' damonsinipit*' twits the text 
WTiocver dares to doubt 


Yet doubt he dares * 

C) faith where art thou flown from out the world ? 
Already on wliat an age of doubt we f.UI I 

Ins^tead of each disputing for the pruc, 

* 

The babe is bandied here from that to this, 

th^ babe ? Cujum picus f Guido’s lamb ? 
“ * 4 f 9 Mthbiei f ” Nay, but of the pticst f 
** A^n ted ” Sotheone roust j 
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' * » ^ ’ ' IT" 

A&(! who shall say^ in such a pu/zhng strait. 

If there were not vouchsafed some miracle 

To the^R'ife who had bc^en harassed ami abdsed 

Mote than enough I>y Guido's family 
* 

For Don'pro«luction of the promiseil fruit 1340 

Of marriage’ Wj^at if Nature, I demand, 

Touched to the ijuick by taunts upon her sloth, 

Had rou&tl herself, put forth recondite power, 

Bestowed this birth to vindKaie her sw'ay, ' 

•Like the strange favour, Mato mcmon/cd 1345 

As granted Aristaius when 1 ik hive 
Lay empty of the suann ? not one more bee— 

Not one more babe to Franccschinfs house ! 

And lo, a new birili fiHeil the air with joy, 

Sprung from the bowels of the generous steer, 1350 
A novel son and heir rejoiced the Count ’ ’ 

%phtaneous generation, ncc<i I prove 
lacile (eat to Nature at a pmch ? 

doubts. steep horsehair certain weeks, 

.jn water, Ihore will be produced a snake ; * * i 

%KN)timee^ product V the honfe, which horse 
reptesentaW— 
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Now that ithiuk on ’t — of Are/^o’s self, 

'rhe very city ot^ conception blesstd : 

• • 

Is not a prancing horse the City-arms ? 

VVliat sane eye fails to see coincid^nc<^? 

Cur (^0. boast thou, my Pom^nlia, then, 

Desptrifm Jteti snie toniu^:re * ; 

Ijow ucll the Ovhlian fiistich suits 

A/ patera intKuto liummodo 

%iro / a miiaclc was wrought ! 

Note, further, as to mark the prodigy, 

The babe in <jnc**tion neither took the name 

Of Otudo, from llu- sire presumptive, nor 

Giuseppe, irom the sire potential, but 

flaelano — last ^.nnt of oar hierarchy, 

And newest namer for a thing so new ! 

Whitt other niolive could have prompted choice ? 

Therefore be peace again : cxitlt, ye hills ! 

Ye \*aic9 rejoicingly break forth in song 1 
Inepf^ptrte bfgin, small boy, 

Ruu piittm^ a laugh 

fr * 

, To recogttize thy parent !, Nor <io thou 
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Ac^Ie, ob {taren^ to retom the grace ! ' 

* 

JVit mctps hatrcy pater ^ puero ^ j jBo 

may^ well eke out the prayer ! 

In vain ! The p^exse Guido doubts Ins eye^, 

Di^ytrusts a&urance, lets the devil drive. 

Because his liouhi.* is swept d*id garnished now, 

• • 

He, having summoned sc\en like hnuselk 1385 

Must hSny thither, fcniKk and enter in, 

And Qtakc the last won»c liian the mdeed ' 
le he cn^tent ? We are. No fuitiicr blame 
<y the man and luunler 1 '!'he> were btigmati/ud 
Behttingly : the Court lieard long ago 1 30'' 

My mind o’ the mailer, whkh, oiiijxjuring fulk 
lias long since swept like surge, T Oie snndc 
Oi Homer, overborne both tlyke an<f dam, 

And whelmed alike client and advocate . 

is sealed, his life as good as gone, 

, him i Ml not tempted to waste word. 

^l^-thoug^ my putpose holds, — which was and r. 

'And solely shall be to the very end^ 

^d»w a Sint, 

Sf0 jttstSee &^|><«fection in the sex,~ * 1400^ 

you iiL 
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V ct let not some gross paraperer of the flesh 
Anti niggard in the s[>int's nourishment, 

Whose feeding hath offustated his wit 
father than law, - he never had, to Io«ie — 

Let not such advocate object to me 1405 

I leave my ptopor funaion«if attack ‘ 

** What’s this 10 Bacchus?” -Cm the classic phrase. 

Well used, for on< ej he hircups probably. 

O Adv^oi\ite o’ the F'oor, thou bom to make 

Their blessing void Mt/f panperes ' .1410 

By painlmg saintshijv I depicture sin . 

Iksulc mv pcail, 1 prove how black thy jet, 

And, through Pon\[ulu s viriuc. Guido’s crime 

Rick to her, then,- vriih but one beauty more, 

Knd wx' our argument, — one crowning gracx* 1415 

iVe-eminenl ’luid agony and death. 

For to the Ust Pominlia played her part, 

Used the right means to the permissible end, 

4 

An(t, wily Jk an eel ^at stin the mod 

lltick overhead, so carman’s tiinist. I4«S 

She, \thiie be stabbed her, simulated deatlt* 
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l^elayedy for h\% sake, the catastrophe, 

Obtained henself a respite, four days’ grace, 
tVheseby she tohl her story to the world, 

Enabled me to mftke tine present speech, 

And, by a fuU confession, saved her soul. 

Vet ho|<i, even here uounl mahee leei last, 

(Uirglc Its choaked remonstrance : snake hiss fret * 

Oh, that s the objection ^ And to whom ? - nt>l liet 
Bw me, forsooth— as, in the vety act 1 4,; a 

Of both confession and (what followed close) 

Subsequent talk, chatter and gossipry, 

Babble to sympathuing h*' and she 
Whoever chose besiege her dying bed, — 

As this were found ki \anancc with my Ulc, I 4 ;t 5 

Falsified all I liave adduced for truth, 

Admitted not one peccarlilto hcie, 

Pretended to perfection, first and last, 

O* the wh(de procedure — perfect in the end, 

Fdfect i* the means, perfect in ever) tiling, ' 144J0 

liCftYing a lawyer nothing to excuse, 

* !*» ^ 

Heitson Wfntv and sbw his skill about ! 
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0 * ^ * 

A itnpovsiblc ta Aflaniic 

Just to 1)0 fancied, .srartely to be 'kvnhcd, ^ 

And, anyhow, tinp)eadable in court ' •>44$ 

* * * 

** Ilow reconcile*’ gabps Malice “that^Kth this?’* 

I 

• * 

Voiii “ ihi'j/’ friend, is cKtraneous to thej law, 

('onies of men’s outside nicddhng, the unskilled 

lnier|M)suion ol such fools as press 

()m of •their jirovincc. Must I speak my rt^d? 1450 

Far betlet had l*ouif)iIia died o’ the sj>ot 

'I'han found a toi^iue to wag and shame the law, 

.Skainc most of all herself, -H'ould fricmlslup fail, 

\nd advocacy lie loss nn the alcit 

llul no, lhe> shall protect her to the end * 1455 

Do I ^ibl the alleged narration? No’ 

Lied our rom])ilia then, to laud herself? 

Still, no ^ ( 'lo.ir u]) wliai seems discrepancy ? 

The means abound * art ’s long,,, though time is short ; 

I 

So, keeping me in rotn[)*iss, all I urge 1460 

lb- cdnfession at the point of death, 

.\jftt tn ivUiruii> moftiSy isith the Church 
for sutement honest and sincere. 
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reus esse ^ — then,' 

l( sure that sCt\ affirmed would be bclip<Hl, 146;^ 

T was rhariiy, in her so ctrcumstanccd; 

To spenfj the lasfTii^cath in one elVort mure 
For universal good of friend and foe * 

And, — by prcieiullo'j; uUcr mhocence. 

Nay, freedom from each toibic \\c foigivc,- M70 

Redintegrate — not solely her own fame. 

But do the like kind offire for tht priest 
^Whom telling the crude truth about might ve\, 

Haply expose to jieril, abbreviate 

Indeed the long career of usefulness ^ 1475 

Presumably before hnn . while her lord, 

Whose rtcoting life is forfeit to the l.nv, — 

What mercy to the C’dprit if, by ju^t 

The gift of such a full < ertihtatc 

Of his immitigable guiltme»s, 1480 

She stfficd in him the alisu'd conceit 

Of murder as it were a mere rc\ ^igc 

--^Stopped confinna^n of that jeahj^isy 

Wltich, did she but acknowledge the first flaw, 

Tbe ftiintext foible, had embgldened him 1485 
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♦ ^ " • 

To battle wuli the charge, baulk ]»enitencc, 

bar preparation for impending fate I 
Whereas persuade him that he slew a saint 
Who sinned not even where she may KVe sinne^d, 

You urge him all the bnsklier to repent * 1490 

Of most an<I least and auglfi rind cvcr}{hing ! 

Still, if this MOW of nune conteht you -not* 
liOrds, nor exuiac the geuul falsehood here, 

^^e tome to oui 7 nani, last resource . 

We fall back on the imApngnablc, *495^ 

Submitting,-* she cunhsscil before she talked * 

The sarraim.nl obliterates the sin 

V\hal IS not, — wa-> not, therefore, in a sense. 

Let Mohnists distinguish, Souls cashed white 
“ but Ted once, still sliow pinki'»li to the eye * 1500 

We say, vibolishnu-ni nothingness, 

And nolhini^^ness has nvilhcr head nor tail, 

Knd beginning ! Ilcttei estimate 

Kxorbitantl) , than di‘'pi|mge might 

iW the cfiiteatiiy oUthe act, I hope I ^505 

•1 

, * 

. Sclrmtur taM^f May we laugh and go 
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— not before (in filial gratitude 
To who, mighty mother, waves adieu) 

We ta\Jve on us to vindicate liar’s self • 

For, — yea, Sirh,--"<iswrb the s>tart, curtail the stare - 

* i 

Remains that we apol<Jgi/c for haste 1511 

r the l^w', our \^\y who here bristles uj) 

&ame ray proecdiire? Could the Court inistake ? 

•• (WhM^ were indeed a musen' to think) 

Did not my sentence in the former stage * 1515 

O’ the business bear a title plain enough ^ 

** Decft^Nm ” — 1 translate it won! for word— 


* Decreed , the priest for liib romphnty 
’* * V the flight and dev union of tlit dame, 

** * As well ;is for unlawful intercourse, 1520 

** Is banishnl ilnce yc'irs ’ c rime and penally, 

Declaied alike» If he be taxed with guilt, 

*' How can you call Ponijulia innocent ? 

** If both be innocent, have i been just ^ ” 


iQendy, O mother, judge men — iMiose nnstalc<f iSi?5 
Is in the mere uiisafiprchemiv encss ’ 

The Jltulus a-fop of your decree 
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Was Lul to ticket there the Kind of charge 

You in good time would arbitrate upon* 

Title us t>nc tiling, — arbitrationvlllt « 1530 

ProhaiWy quite another posbibly. v*» 

Suhistf/, there bolds good the old response/' 

Pt's/^cinuo (nufifity we must #iot stitlc, ( 

« 

QifoJ fn^n sit iUhnJendus I'ltulu^^ 

'To the 'I'ltle. sed Probiilu\ but the Proof, ' 1 535 

Mali if am pnuessu^ the result 

O* die 'rrial, mid the style of punishment, 

Et pena stnUntiam tntpc^iUh 
All is u*nuti\e, till the senteme come . 

An uiduation of >vhal men expect, 1540 

lUit nowise an assurance the) shall find 

I.ords, i\hat if we permissibly relax 

The tense bo>\, as the law-god Pha‘bus buls, 

Kelieve our gravity at labour’s close ? 

T traverse Romo, feel thirsty, need a draught, 1545 

1.00k /or a w ine shop, find it by the bough 

( 

Pfojecting^as to say “ Here wine is sold !” 

So much I know, — ** sold but what sort of wine ^ 

Stro 4 g, weak, sweet, sour, home-made otVircign dniik? 
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♦, * » * . ...... 

That much most I discover by myseit fS5o 

‘/Wine is sold," tiie bough, “imt good or 

* bad, ^ ' 

«•» 

*• Find, !in^ inform us when you sm;ick your lips ! ” 

Exactly so, het title foitlv 

To show she entertains ^ou with such case 

About %ich crime. Come in ! she pour'., you (piarT 

You find the Pne^st go<Kl liquor in the main. . 1556 

But heady and provocative of "Imiwls 

Remand the residue to thisk onre more, 

lay it low where it may tleposii lees, 

¥ the cellar * thenre jMoiluce it prcscntl), 1 560 

Three years the brighter and the belter * 

Thus, 

Law’s son, have 1 bestowed my filial help, 

And thus I end, /rwia fropQsiio; 

Point to point as I purposed ha' c 1 drawn 1 565 

Pompilia, and implied as terriblf 

Guido ; so, gaziiig^^et the w*orld erdWn Law 

AUe once tQOre, despite my 4 mjx}tencc, 

And hdped by the acutn^of the Court, 

'vou iih V 
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THK RlNe; ASb THE BOOK. 

• I 

To eliminate, flis|>lay, make triumph truth * 

What other pi;jzc than truth were ^north the pains ? 


'rhcre’s my oration- -nine h ex<‘CC(ls m length 
That fame<l panegynr of Isocrates/ * 

i 

*rhi*y sa> It took hun fifteen years to pen. 

Piiii all^ those anc lents < ouM say anything * 

He jmt in just what rusheli into his head : 
While I shall have to prune ami pare and print 
This comes of being born m rao\iem times 
With jiriests for auditory. Still, it pays. 


*570 


*575 • 
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